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On Sunday we acknowledge the journey Joseph, Mary with their baby 
made to Jerusalem to fulfill the obligation of redeeming their firstborn 
son. We remember the death of all the firstborn in Egypt on the night of 
the Passover. Ever since that time the firstborn son or animal belonged 
to God and were “redeemed” by with a gift of five shekels. At the same 
time, the Law required the child’s mother to offer sacrifice in order to 
overcome the ritual impurity brought about by childbirth. We remember 
this faithful action and at the same time marvel at Simeon and Anna 
who recognised him as our Saviour. 
 

Last Sunday you will have read St Francis de Sales advice for those 
who are ill. I thought it might wise to remind ourselves of the 
Sacraments for the Pastoral Care of the Sick. Not infrequently I am 
asked to “give the Last Rites” to a dying parishioner. In the renewal of 
the Church’s sacramental rites it was decided that the seriously sick 
should be anointed at the beginning of their illness. So if you or a 
member of your family becomes seriously ill that is the time to contact 
the priest and ask for anointing. While the person is ill we do our best 
to bring Holy Communion on a regular basis. Once recovered we look 
forward to greeting him/her at Sunday Mass. 
 

When the patient is dying it is not the time for anointing. We offer 
Viaticum, the Last Holy Communion. During this important service the 
patient has the opportunity to renew his/her baptismal promises, 
receive the Apostolic Blessing and Holy Communion, Viaticum, the 
food for the final stage of the journey to heaven. Thereafter, for as long 
as the person is able to receive Holy Communion it is brought 
regularly. Of course, if the person has not been anointed s/he will be 
anointed. 
 

All these sacraments bring comfort, consolation, strength, healing and 
divine grace for the illness. Every time I celebrate the Sacrament I am 
very aware of the presence of Christ the Healer who, as he did when 
on earth, helps the sick person. It is similar when administering 
Viaticum, Christ, our Lord is powerfully present. 
 

Today the Diocese begins the Jubilee 2025.  The Pope calls us to “a 
pilgrimage of hope”. It is a time of grace and renewal for us all.  Also a 
time for you and me to bring hope to others. The official diocesan 
opening takes place today at the Cathedral. Our Prayers of the Faithful 
mark the beginning of the Jubilee. I hope each one of you will find it a 
year of spiritual refreshment, strength, comfort and hope. 
 
Be assured I remember parishioners every day in my prayers, 
Father John. 
 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 3 February 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 
Tuesday 4 February 

9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 5 February 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 

 Cullinane College 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 6 February  
Waitangi Day 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 7 February 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 8 February 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 9 February  
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
March 
First Reconciliation 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Ministry in the Mass 
 

This is one of the best non-technical explanations of “ministry” I have read for a long time.  I 
thought you might enjoy it.  I have deliberately emphasised the principal task of those working 
in the Assembly.  Father John. 
 

The assembly is assisted in its participation by those who minister in particular roles such as (the 
priest), readers, ministers of communion, and musicians.  ...  The (priest presides over the Mass), the 
readers proclaim the word of God, the ministers of communion distribute the Body of Christ to their 
brothers and sisters, the musicians lead the singing and so on.  Each does only what is appropriate for 
their ministry.  Their function is the facilitate the full active and conscious participation of the whole 
assembly. [Faithful in the Word, n 14] 
 

Found: Glasses in the St Mary’s Church carpark (Green pattern) 
 

YOUTH GROUP  
will be back next year starting Sunday 9th February. See you 
all then. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 
7-9pm  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Pat Garforth’s Team.  
Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Helen Codlin 
 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES: Anne Wham, Bernard Gudsell, Beverley Sandlant, Nat O’Neill, Jackie 
O’Neill, Henry Gallagher, Joan Triplow 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First Reading Malachi 3.1-4 
Second Reading Hebrews 2.10-11,13b-18  
Gospel Reading Luke 4.21-30 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 9 February First Reading Isaiah 6.1-2a,3-8 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15.1-1 
Gospel Reading Luke 2.22-40  
 

A final thought for this Sunday: 
Christ has no body now but yours. 
No hands no feet on earth but yours. 
Yours are the eyes through which Christ looks compassion into the world, 
Yours are the feet with which walk for good. 
Yours are the hands with which Christ blesses the world. 
St Teresa of Avila 


