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We received a letter from Bishop John telling us of various events and happenings 
around the Diocese.  The information that interested me most was that of the 
students we have in the seminary.  He writes, 
“We have five young men on the journey towards priesthood. Dung Phan was 
recently installed as an Acolyte and will spend this year on Pastoral Placement with 
Fr Trung. He is our senior seminarian, and God willing, will soon be ready for 
ordination. We also have Sy who enters his second year along with Zechariah. 
Hung begins first year this year”. 
It is good that God has blessed us with a group of young men ready and willing to 
spend time discerning, learning and growing in faith.  Please pray for 
them.  Indeed please keep our need for priests in your daily prayers. 
We are privileged have a growing group of young people in our Senior Youth 
Group.  Many of them have attended Life Teen Summer Camp, as have I.  It is a 
great faith-filed and fun-filled event designed to deepen participants’ faith while 
having some adventures.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to the fund 
raising which made this event possible for so many. 
We also have a Young Adults Group members of which meet in various groups for 
different events.  Many of them are exercising ministries at Mass for which we can 
be grateful.  Let’s encourage them and keep them in our prayers.  
My prayers for you all. Father John 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

In the Gospel today we are given the longest recorded dialogue between Jesus and 
any individual in Scripture; His conversation with the Samaritan woman at the 
well. That detail alone is striking. Jesus chooses to spend time, not in a sermon to 
crowds, but in a personal conversation with someone who feels unseen, judged, 
and spiritually thirsty. 
At the well, Jesus crosses boundaries cultural, religious, and personal. He asks her 
for water, then gently leads her to recognise her deeper thirst: the longing for love, 
truth, and belonging. Rather than condemning her past, He reveals it with 
compassion and offers her “living water,” a life filled with God’s grace. 
Lent invites us to the well. It is a season to notice our own thirsts and to bring it 
honestly to Christ. Like the Samaritan woman, we may carry burdens or shame. Yet 
Jesus meets us there with compassion; to love and free us. 
After encountering Him, the woman leaves her water jar behind and runs to tell 
others. An authentic meeting with Christ always moves us outward in mission. 
This Lent, may we take time for real conversation with Jesus in prayer. He waits 
patiently at the well of our daily lives, ready to fill what is empty and transform our 
thirst into living water, his love and grace in our life. 
Rain Shore Parish, Youth Minister  
 
PARISH QUIZ NIGHT 
We are starting out strong with our first Parish Quiz Night of the Year. Saturday 
21st March at Saint Mary’s Church Hall 7pm-9pm. Come along for a fun family 
friendly event.  
Tickets are $10 per person at the door and money will go towards supporting our 
young people to attend events. You can make a team or you can come along and 
we will find you a team to join.  
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 9 March 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 10 March 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 11 March 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 12 March 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 13 March  
10.30am Mass Cullinane  
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm Stations of the Cross 
 St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 14 March 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 15 March 
9.30am  Mass  St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING DATES 
Older Children Baptism 
10 March 
St Mary’s Church 
 

Quiz Night Youth Fundraiser 
Saturday 21 March  
St Mary’s Hall 6pm 
 

Chrism Mass 31 March 
The Cathedral Palmerston North 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


2026 ASHES TO HOPE| Caritas Lent Webinar Series 
Journey through lent with New Zealand’s Catholic Bishops and others of the faith as they guide us in prayer and 
reflection on each Sunday’s Gospel. Wednesdays in lent, 7:30pm to 8:30pm. 
The next webinar, ‘The Woman at the Well’ with Bishop Steve Lowe, will be on Wednesday 11 March. Registrations are 
now open: visit www.caritas.org.nz/lent-webinars 
 

LENTEN COLLECTION Caritas envelopes are available in the church foyers. This collection provides a fund which the NZ 
Bishops use for emergency help and for specific projects particularly in Oceania. 
 

CHRISM MASS | Save the Date This year’s Chrism Mass will be held on Tuesday 31 March, 12:05pm at the Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Submissions on Liturgical Posture in the Diocese still open If you haven’t had a chance to email Bishop John around the 
issue of Liturgical Posture in the Diocese, the deadline for submissions has been extended to Easter Sunday (5 April). 
Please send all submissions to bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz if you would like to share your thoughts. More information 
can be found at https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/2025/12/liturgical-posture-in-the-diocese-of-palmerston-north 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO HIRUHARAMA | Saturday 11 April 2026 
A new date has been confirmed, and we are continuing to take expressions of interest for our second pilgrimage to 
Hiruhārama. We look forward to sharing this beautiful journey of faith together.  
If interested, email bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz with your name, parish and phone number. 
 

LOURDES TO LISIEUX PILGRIMAGE, 8 – 27 May 2026 Discover the sacred beauty of France on an inspiring 18-day 
pilgrimage. Visit Lourdes, Lisieux, Paray le Monial, Chartres, Normandy and Paris, and walk in the footsteps of beloved 
saints including St Thérèse of Lisieux, St Bernadette, St John Vianney, and St Vincent de Paul. This journey offers daily 
Mass, expert guides, and the chance to deepen your faith in some of the most grace filled places in the Catholic world. 
For details and bookings: NZ Free Call: 0800 819 156 or visit www.harvestjourneys.com/pv2659 
 

ROSTER FOR THE ROSARY STATUE OF MARY (from St Mary’s). 
We would love you to join the list of people who receive the Statue of Mary in their homes for one week every 6 months 
approx.  I am about to update the list & do a new roster.  Existing parishioners, please advise any change of address or 
phone numbers.  Other parishioners, if you would like to be added to the roster please call or message me, Kathleen. 
Tel: 063442245.  Or Cell:0210790374.  By 20th March.  Thank you. 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 | Seoul, South Korea Young adults aged 18 – 35 are invited to attend WYD27, where millions 
of young Catholics will gather. The NZ bishops aim to bring 500 young people. Fill out the expression of interest form at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/viewform 
 

ALPHA-Dinner, great company and getting closer God, what a great way to spend 2 hours a week. Alpha 2026 coming 
soon…… 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH – The Summer roster for next week is the Kaiwhaiki team. For further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637 

 
RECENTLY DECEASED:  Eileen Seconi, Luise Mathijssen 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES Fr Harry Costello, Maulu Fa’i, John Cvitanovich, John Harrison, Katherine Haddock 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Exodus 17.3-7, Sec: Romans 5.1-2, 5-8 Gospel: John 4.5-42 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 15 March First: 1 Samuel 16.1b, 6-7, 10-13, Sec: Ephesians 5.8-14 Gospel: John 9.1-41 

WHAT'S HAPPENING WITH OUR YOUTH GATHERING Join us for a parish gathering to hear what’s been happening with our 
young people and the heart of youth ministry in our Parish. 8TH MARCH | 11AM-12PM SAINT MARY'S CHURCH HALL 
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP Dates for term one: 8th March, 22 March, 29th March 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall 
There is no Youth Group on the 15th March 
 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily. Come to the What's Happening for our Youth Gathering 
to find out more and keep an eye on this space for dates coming out soon. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's 
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might 
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.  
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