Catholic Parish of Whanganui

THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 2 December
9.00am  C/S Holy Family

Tuesday 3 December
9.00am  C/S Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 4 December
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 5 December
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s

Friday 6 December
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 7 December

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 8 December
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 11 December
2.30pm  Anointing Mass
St Mary’s

Wednesday 18™ December
7.000m  Advent Reconcil'n
St Mary’s

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872

admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021 272 4401
Assistant Priest

FrJohn 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608

First Sundag of Advent

I December 2024
BE PREPARED - HE'S COMING!

Today is the First Sunday in Advent and the beginning of a new Church year. It's also
the beginning of a new cycle of prayers and Scripture readings, in which the Gospel
readings for each Sunday will come from the Evangelist, St Luke. We use the name
Advent to identify the four weeks leading up the Christmas. The term Advent comes
from a Latin word, adventus, meaning ‘coming’. People often think this Advent is just
about preparing for the great feast of Christmas, but, it's not the whole story. There
are in fact three ‘comings’ of the Lord and all three are referred to in today's readings.
The First Reading from the prophet Jeremiah refers to the First Coming of Jesus the
saviour, saying: | will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. Jeremiah is writing about the coming
of the child Jesus in Bethlehem. The Gospel reading speaks in ominous terms about
the end of the world and we refer to this as the Second Coming of Jesus at the end
of time: Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in
a cloud’ with power and great glory. However, there
is still a third coming which forms an important and
indispensable link between the First and Second
Comings. That is what is spoken about in the Second
Reading. It is the welcoming of Jesus into our lives in
the here and now. This is something which takes
place every day. By it we both acknowledge the First
Coming of Jesus in Bethlehem and prepare for the
Second Coming at an unknown future date. In the
words of a friend of mine, Be ready to get off the bus
at any point, that is, be ready to meet the Lord whenever he calls us to himself,
whether that be in the very near future or many years away. The important thing is
to: Be prepared. Do not be afraid, and do not worry. Fear, worry and anxiety do not
solve any problems. Fear, worry and anxiety are about things which do not yet exist,
and might never exist as we imagine them. As Jesuit Fr Tony de Mello used to say:
“Why worry? If you worry, you will die; if you don’t worry, you will die. So why
worry?” Lastly and perhaps most importantly, we are encouraged to use this season
to improve our relationships with the people around us. A good life consists not so
much in the kind of work we do or how ‘successful’ we are, but how we relate to
others including our families, our friends, our colleagues and even total strangers.

FROM BISHOP JOHN ADAMS We are aware of a story in the media this weekend
which includes reports of two Catholic priests each having engaged in sexual activity
with women. One of them is the former Bishop of Palmerston North, Charles
Drennan. Several women have reported that Bishop Charles has had a sexual
relationship with them. Although Bishop Charles has not been in public ministry in
our country for some years now, we are still waiting for a final determination from
Rome about his future as a cleric. Once again, the terrible spectre of abuse is before
us, please be assured of my ongoing efforts to work with survivors and our own
safeguarding team to make our Church a place of safety for children and vulnerable
adults. + John

WARNING ABOUT SCAMMERS | was made aware on Saturday, that a scammer is impersonating me (again) and asking
people to make contact with them, presumably to take money from them. le asking in my name. I've been to the police
about this and there's nothing they can do. Please ignore any suspicious looking requests in my name and if you are unsure,
please contact me by phone. Please be vigilant. Fr Craig


mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz

PRIESTS' RETREAT Fr John and | were blessed to be able to attend our annual priests' retreat last week. The presentations
were succinct and to the point, we had lovely meals, good accommodation, time to walk and read and pray and reflect
and sleep. It was marvellous. Thank you to everyone who prayed for us. We prayed for you too. Fr Craig

YEAR OF JUBILEE- Bishop John Adams has sent out pastoral letter inviting everyone to participate fully in the upcoming
Year of Jubilee —read it here. The Diocese of Palmerston North’s calendar of events for the Year of Jubilee is available here.
It is also available at www.pndiocese.org.nz/YearofJubilee2025, along with other resources pertaining to the Jubilee Year.
The Diocese has chosen to mark certain events throughout the Year of Jubilee which everyone in the Diocese is invited to
attend. More information will be provided closer to the time. For now, please Save the Date for the Opening of the Year
of Jubilee on 2 February. Follow the 2005 Year of Jubilee Facebook page to keep up to date with what's happening in the
Palmerston North Diocese next year: www.facebook.com/Yearofjubilee2025/
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NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE - You’re invited to 'love them both' by attending the MAI { CH o LIFL

NATIONAL March for Life in Wellington on Saturday 7 December. Join people of NEW ZEALAND
goodwill from all over NZ in a celebration of life which also peacefully protests the practice and legality of abortion. Gather
at Parliament Grounds from 1pm for family-friendly entertainment. The March will go out from Parliament Grounds at
2pm and return again - all activities conclude by 4pm. Learn more at www.marchforlife.nz

CULLINANE COLLEGE WHANGANUI is a Catholic co-educational secondary school seeking an experienced registered
Counsellor or social worker to join our school’s Pastoral Care Team. This is a part-time contracted position for 13 hours
across two or three mornings or afternoons per week. This position may suit a practitioner in private practice who wants
to broaden the diversity of their practice. Cullinane College has a strong focus on the pastoral well-being and personal
development of students. A willingness to support the Special Catholic Character of Cullinane College is a condition of
appointment. For  further information and enquiries please contact  the Principal, Tony
McBride tmcbride@cullinane.school.nz

BAPTISMS — Congratulations to the following children who were baptised at St Mary’s Church. Zyra Intal and Addison
Joyes. Zyra and Addison were baptised on Saturday 16" November. Beau O’Leary, Oakley, Rivah and Mariela Main who
were baptised on Sunday 24" of November.

VACANCY- PARISH CO-ORDINATOR| Catholic Parish of New Plymouth

Are you interested in joining the vibrant New Plymouth Catholic Parish team, supporting and growing our Parish faith
journey? Are you organised, motivated, relational and enjoy a challenge? Does building relationships and collaborating
with others around shared goals sound like you? Then call the office on 06-757-3682 or email:
parishleadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz, to request the Job Description and Application Form. For any queries please
email parishleadershipteam@-catholicparishnp.nz. Applications close Friday 6th of December.

YOUTH GROUP Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at St Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith, RAINFOREST 0

Friends and Pizza!! YOUTH MINISTER
CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANUI

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui  * ;2560608

COLUMBAN CALENDARS- Are available at the office. $15.00 each

JOSEPHITE RETREAT

Tui Motu Group-Where articles from the current Tui Motu magazine are explored and discussed with Liz Hickey rsj Wed 11 Dec 4-
5.15pm

Meri Kirihimete — Christmas Liturgy Please bring a non-perishable food item to assist those in need at this time. Sun 15 Dec, 4-5pm
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au

Treaty of Waitangi education: The third session: Do you want to have a say? Josephite Retreat Centre at 7 p.m. on Mon 2 Dec. Not
necessary to have attended the prior sessions. Enquiries: Marie Skidmore 027 356 2733

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The Summer roster for next week is Angela Aspinall's Team. Further information contact
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

RECENTLY DECEASED: John Wicky
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Glenn Quayle, Owen Hessian, Susan Simpson, Lynair Burling
TODAY’S READINGS First Reading Jeremiah 33.14-16 Second Reading 1Thessalonians 3.12-4.2 Luke 21.25-36

NEXT SUNDAY 8 December First Reading Baruch 5.1-9 Second Reading Philippians 1.3-6,8-11 Luke 3.1-6
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