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ANCHORING OUR LIVES IN HOPE 

 

Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension, which reminds us about 
Christ’s return to the Father and its significance for our lives as his disciples. 
Historically, the Ascension marks the completion of Christ’s earthly ministry, 
as he ascends to the right hand of the Father. His ascension into heaven 
reminds us that our ultimate destiny, is also heaven. This is the heart of the 
Christian hope, that we too, are called to eternal life with God.  
 

Today’s feast also acts as a beacon of 
encouragement. It reminds us that while 
our life journey may be filled with 
challenges, suffering is not the end of the 
story. Our faith is rooted in the promise of 
both resurrection and ascension, inviting 
us to keep our gaze fixed heavenward, 
trusting in the enduring presence of God.  
Having said that, the gospel is equally 
clear that our feet must be firmly planted 
here on earth. Before Jesus ascended to 
heaven, he left his disciples with a clear 
imperative: “Go and make disciples of all 
nations” Matthew 28:19. We call this, the 
Great Commission and its meaning is 
clear, the Ascension is not just a 
celebration of Christ’s departure but also, 
the commissioning of his followers to 
carry on his work on earth. 
 

For each one of us, this call to mission is a reminder that faith can never be 
just a private thing. We too have been commissioned (through our Baptism 
and Confirmation) to evangelize in our homes, our schools, our workplaces, 
and among our friends. This task of evangelisation is achieved through acts 
of charity and sharing the Gospel - the good news. Whenever we do these 
things we are living witnesses to Christ’s love.  Importantly, we don’t rely on 
our own wisdom and strength. Rather, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to continue the work of Jesus in the world. That’s why this feast is placed 
immediately before the feast of Pentecost - at which we celebrate the coming 
of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church. While Christ is no longer 
physically present among us, his spiritual presence remains through the Holy 
Spirit living in us. Our faith is that God is with us guiding us and gifting us with 
the grace to witness to his love (even when God feels distant). I will write more 
about this next week. 
 

In short, our world often feels fractured and many people feel alone and afraid.  
Today’s feast of the Ascension invites us to anchor our lives in the hope of 
Heaven, and in turn, to share that hope with others. The Ascension of Christ 
is much more than a farewell; it is a celebration of the hope we share as 
Christians and a commissioning to continue his work. As we celebrate this 
feast, may we be inspired by the first disciples who, though initially upset and 
confused by Christ’s leaving, went on to transform the world by living out his 
mission. May the Feast of the Ascension strengthen your resolve to be 
witnesses of God’s love, and our own hope that Christ’s journey to the Father 
is a promise of our own heavenly calling. Fr Craig 

 

 
 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 2 June 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 3 June 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 4 June 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 5 June 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 6 June 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 7 June 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 8 June 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Tuesday 10 June 
5.30pm Session 3 St Marys 
Older Children’s Baptism 
Preparation 
NO SESSION ON TUESDAY 3RD 
JUNE 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


PENTECOST SUNDAY Next Sunday we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.   Traditionally, the colours associated 
with this feast are red, yellow and orange - the colour of flames. Please come to Mass next Sunday dressed, 
making use of these three colours. Perhaps more importantly, take some time each day to pray “Come Holy 
Spirit” in the quiet of your own home. 
 
HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT  3 & 4 October, Palmerston North 

There are just 3 weeks left to take advantage of Earlybird pricing for the Hope and Renewal Summit! Come be 
inspired, equipped, and part of something bigger. 

      Watch, then like and share his message from the Diocesan Facebook page:  

       Earlybird registrations close 15 June! www.hoperenewalsummit.com 
 

CATHOLIC NEWS in your Inbox 
What's happening in the Catholic Church in New Zealand? What is Pope Leo doing and saying? What are the 
big stories affecting people of faith in our country? Get Catholic headlines delivered to your inbox each Tuesday 
and Friday. Sign up today at: https://cathnewsnz.com/ 
 
JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE INVITATION from Bishop Steve Lowe 

Bishop Steve warmly invites you to join him on the Jubilee Pilgrimage from Lyon to Rome. Along the way, 
pilgrims will follow in the footsteps of saints and missionaries whose lives have shaped both the Church in 
Aotearoa and the wider universal Church. The pilgrimage will 
culminate in Rome with the profound experience of passing through the Holy Door at St Peter’s Basilica.  
Find out more at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9kG5Jlb7VA  
or www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Pilgrimage-Itinerary.pdf 
 
UPCOMING WEBINER in June 

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is having its third webinar this year titled “Pastoral Ministry among 
Māori and Pasifika in the Third Millenium” with Rev Hemi Ropata, a deacon from the Society of Mary who is 
currently in Rome completing the final stages of his formation before his ordination to priesthood this year. This 
webinar is on Wednesday, 25 June 5:00-6:00pm via Zoom.  
To register, go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinar2025 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 | Expressions of Interest.  

The Diocese is taking expressions of interest for those young people who are thinking 
about attending World Youth Day (WYD) in Seoul, South Korea in 2027.  
Check out the official promo video at                                                                                                                                                                                    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgtBKDW8iq0 
 

 

MARIST CLUB DAY-Saturday 7th June. All teams present. All are most welcome.  

 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND RECEIPTS-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer. 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is Maureen Down’s Team. Further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop Owen Dolan, Ester Peralta, Graeme McBride, 
Kate Hays, Joan Richardson 
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES: Pamela Haami, Sharon Knuth, Gail Stickman 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 1.1-11 Second: Hebrews 9.24-28, 10,19-23 Gospel: Luke 24.46-53 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 8 June First: Acts 2.1-11 Second: Romans 8.8-17 Gospel: John 14.15-16, 23b-26 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Session 5. 9 June at S Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from 5pm until 9 pm.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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