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PARISH SOCIAL Last Sunday we were 
treated to a wonderful Irish Concert by 
local band “That’s Irish” who entertained 
us with great music, humour and 
enthusiasm. Our hall was filled with 
people singing along and even a few who 
got up to dance. The good music was 
complemented by good food and gallons 
of tea and coffee. A big thanks to our 
musicians, our Filipino community and 
all who helped to set up and clean up 

after.  A good day was had by all and more than one person asked whether we could do 
it again. 
 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH Following the decommissioning of St Anne’s church earlier this 
month, we are now in the process of removing the furniture, the sacred vessels and 
images, including the statues. Prior to the closure of the church, we were approached 
by various individuals and organisations about these items. Some of this will go to our 
schools and some will come to St Mary’s and Holy Family churches, as needed. Earlier 
this past week the Finance Committee walked through the whole church, identifying 
what can go where and what can be disposed of. Church communities are often loathed 
to throw anything away, including broken bits and pieces and St Annes is no exception 
:) Special thanks to Thomas + Mary Thomas and Gabe Elms who helped with the shifting 
on Thursday. 
 

FATHER’S DAY is a good time to stop and appreciate the unique person that God has 
put in our lives – our fathers. This includes our own personal father but also all those 
who step into those shoes and take on the responsibility of fathering, just as Joseph 
took on the role of being a father to Jesus and raising him into an adult.  
Sometimes it is easy to take fathers for granted. Today is an opportunity to recall and 
affirm the gifts that fathers can bring to families. 
 

God our Loving Father, We give thanks and praise for the fathers in our lives. Encourage 
us to remember the sacrifices of fathers as they strive to meet the expectations of family 
and employment, while finding the time to strengthen their faith, build up and pursue 
their dreams and those of others. We pray for all fathers, grandfathers, and great 
grandfathers who are no longer with us but live forever in our memories. May their 
legacy of love and guidance continue to inspire and comfort us. We pray for those 
fathers around the world whose children are lost or suffering. May they find comfort in 
the knowledge that a compassionate God journeys with them in their sorrow.  We pray 
for those who step in to fill the void when fathers die early or are absent, offering love, 
support, and guidance in their place, such as extended family members, mentors, 
teachers, coaches, and the women of our families. For all these people, we ask for 

wisdom and humility as they undertake the task of parenting. Give them the strength to 
care for their loved ones and to honour You through their efforts. Through Christ our Lord, 
Amen  
 

SIMEON BROWN Together with the other ministers here in Whanganui, I have been 
asked to meet with Member of Parliament Simeon Brown this coming week. Simeon is 
the Minister for Energy, Minister of Local Government, Minister of Transport, Minister 

for Auckland and Deputy Leader of the House.  He is also a practicing Christian.  If you have any questions you would like 
put to him, please email me craigbutler@xtra.co.nz or talk to me before Thursday.  Fr Craig  

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 2 September 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 3 September 
9.30am     C/S Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 4 September 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 5 September 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 6 September 
10.30am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 7 September 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 8 September 
9.30am   First Communion 

Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 
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YOUTH GROUP 
There will be NO Youth Group this Sunday 1st September.  
 

Holy Family Church Update There are a number of repairs/maintenance that we need some volunteers to help out with 
at Holy Family Church. The gutters need cleaning/the sacristy requires painting and the storage room needs to be cleaned 
out. If you are able to help with any of these jobs, please let us know. Good news, the gate will be repaired soon. 
 

Divine Renovation Open House ‘Save the Date’ 22 & 23 November 2024 
‘Save the Date’ to the Divine Renovation Open House, being hosted by the Catholic Parish of New Plymouth. An ‘Open 
House’ is about building up your parish and your surrounding community and reigniting your passion for mission. 
DR Open House is an event where we dive into these three keys which we’ve seen bear so much fruit and give you practical 
workshops and resources to help spread concepts of renewal to other parishes in your area. 
What is the objective for an Open House? A day of learning and collaboration where parishes of a similar region gather to 
learn about the three keys from Divine Renovation.1. The Catholic Parish of New Plymouth will share principles and 
learnings 2. The Divine Renovation mission is shared with more parishes 3. More collective learning happens, and more 
stories shared to inspire parishes for what is possible More details will follow, with the link for registrations. Find out more 
at https://divinerenovation.org/openhouse.   
If you wish to register your expression of interest, please email Chris at bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz and she will add your 
name to an email group when registration becomes available. 
 

Year of prayer 2024 | Towards jubilee 2025 
Some great resources have been added to the Diocesan Year of Prayer webpage, and there is now a handy menu at the 
top of the page to easily navigate to the different sections. On the webpage you can find: 10 reflections from Pope Francis 
on the transforming power of prayer; “Teach Us to Pray” booklet, inspired by the teachings of Pope Francis; The Jubilee 
Prayer in English, Te Reo Māori and other languages; “Pilgrims of Hope” – the officical hymn for the 2025 Jubilee;  
The Diocesan Year of Prayer resource booklet; and Other prayer resources for use within your parishes, schools, 
communities and homes. Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 2025 at 
https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-2025/.  
 

The Holy Family Conference of St Vincent de Paul -would like to thank parishioners for supporting our Father’s 
Day Raffle.  
The lucky winners were:- 1st Prize - ticket No 11 Janet Fawcet 2nd Prize - ticket No 309 The Van Kerkhoff Family  
 

Becoming Catholic- RCIA Session 2 Thursday 5th September at 5.30pm at St Marys Church. 
 

A Taste of Theology Lecture 6-Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is holding Lecture 6 in the series, A Taste of 
Theology. Rev Dr Merv Duffy will talk about “Christian identity, life and mission in Lumen Gentium, the Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church. This will be on Tuesday, 03 September 2024 from 5:30-6:30pm on Zoom. For a fee of $60 
you get access to all 9 courses in this lecture series and join the remaining live sessions.  
Go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/tasteoftheology to register. 
 

Statue of Mary a rosary statue run by the Legion of Mary is available for people to have in their homes for a  week on a a 
rostered format. If you would like to join this roster please ring 0210488635. 
 

Josephite Retreat  
Art & Wellbeing-Feel a sense of wellbeing inspired through your own art with Cory Kondradki Thurs 5 Sep 10am-1pm $10 
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

Homeless Hub Outreach—The SOUP roster for next week is Mary Crowley’s Team.  
Further information contact Maureen Beard 027 491 2168 Pat Garforth 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Tuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII 
 

September ANNIVERSARIES: David McEwen, Margaret Bonisch, Trevor McKernan, Colin Tasker, Stuart Tasker,  
Patricia Kavanagh 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 1 Sept First Reading Deuteronomy 4.1-2, 6-8 Second Reading James 1.17-18, 21-22, 27 
Gospel Reading Mark 7.1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 8 Sept First Reading Isaiah 35.4-7 Second Reading James 2.1-5 Gospel Reading Mark 7.31-37 
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