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LOVE IS AN ACTION 

Love is a firm commitment to act for the well-being of someone other than yourself. It 
can be personal or political, individual or communal, intimate or public. Love cannot be 
segregated to the private, personal precincts of life. Love, as I read it in the Bible, affects 
all aspects of life. An often-quoted passage in the New Testament says, “God so loved 
the world that he gave his only son” John 3:16 The Greek word used by the New 
Testament writer for the word love, is agape. God so loved the world that he “gave.” God 
did not take. God gave. That’s agape. That’s love. And love such as that is the way to the 
heart of God, the heart of each other. It is the way to a new world that looks something 
more like God’s dream for us and all creation. 

Love as an action is the only 
thing that has ever changed 
the world for the better. 
Love is Martin Luther King, 
Mahatma Gandhi. Love is a 
little girl in Pakistan named 
Malala Yousafzai standing 
up to armed men who said 
that girls shouldn’t be 
educated. Love is a 
firefighter running into a 
burning building, risking his 
or her life for people he or 
she doesn’t even know. 
Love is that first responder hurtling toward an emergency, a catastrophe, a disaster. Love 
is someone protesting anything or anyone that hurts or harms another. Jesus said it this 
way, hours before his crucifixion: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 
own life for one’s friends” John 15:13. 

Love is a commitment to seek the good and to work for the good and welfare of others. 
It doesn’t stop at our front door or our neighbourhood, our religion or race, or our state’s 
or your country’s border. This is one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide 
world. Where selfishness excludes, love makes room and includes. Where selfishness 
puts down, love lifts up. Where selfishness hurts and harms, love helps and heals. Where 
selfishness enslaves, love sets free and liberates. The way of love will show us the right 
thing to do, every single time. It is moral and spiritual grounding - and a place of rest - 
amid the chaos that is often part of life. It’s how we stay decent in indecent times. Loving 
is not always easy, but like with muscles, we get stronger both with repetition and as the 
burden gets heavier. And it works.   
Fr Richard Rohr 
 

BISHOP OWEN DOLAN is currently in hospital. He is in good spirits. At the same time, he 
is 96 and just celebrated 70 years of priesthood. Please keep him in your prayers. 
 

Heavenly Father, we pray for Bishop Owen and all who are currently unwell and in need 
of physical healing. We ask that you touch their bodies with your healing hand, bringing 
restoration and renewal. Give them strength and courage to face the challenges ahead 

 and surround them with your love and care. We ask this prayer in Jesus’ name.  
 Amen 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 11 November 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 12 November 
9.30am Mass Holy Family  
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 13 November 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s  
 

Thursday 14 November 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 15 November 
10.00am NO MASS 
 Cullinane College 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 16 November 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 17 November 
9.30am   Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday 1 December 
11.00am Parish AGM 
 Parish Hall 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


BELONGING IN THIS LAND The Government is seeking to introduce the controversial Treaty Principles Bill. This time 
leading up to its introduction gives us an opportunity to renew our understanding of the treaty and our shared story, so 
that we know our place to stand and how we can all belong, wherever our ancestors came from. 'Belonging in this 
land: Treaty basics from a Christian perspective' is an opportunity for you to explore the story of the Treaty of Waitangi 
over two 90-minute video sessions. Whether you know a lot, or a little, we are all invited to be curious. This thoughtful 
presentation is brought to us by Common Grace Aotearoa an ecumenical organisation, and will include expert 
presenters, Dean of Taranaki Cathedral Jay Ruka and former Anglican Archbishop David Moxon. 
Session 1 - The Content of the Treaty Monday 11th November 7 -8.30 p.m. 
Session 2 - What has happened since 1840 Thursday 14th November 7 -9 p.m. 
Session 3 - Webinar: Do you wish to have a say? Monday 18th November 7 -9 p.m. 
Josephite Retreat Centre 14 Hillside Tce, Whanganui Registration: Pam Hopper 06 3455047 Enquiries: Marie Skidmore 
027 356 2733 These events are free but a $25.00 koha is encouraged for those who can afford it. 

NEW ZEALAND CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION RETREAT | 15 – 16 Nov 2024 NZCMA is an organisation that provides 
community support and chaplaincy for those involved in providing health care in Aotearoa. We invite doctors, nurses, 
midwives, students, carers, pharmacists, physiotherapists, psychologists, counsellors, social workers, chaplains, dentists, 
health administrators, lawyers, and anyone in allied roles to join us. Retreat and Seminar 15-16 November 2024, based 
at the Home of Compassion, Island Bay, Wellington. Details and registration: Accommodation: There are limited spaces 
on-site (use booking ref BGRP—21024). You can email or phone the Home of Compassion directly. For updates regarding 
events, please email newzealandcatholicmedical@gmail.com 
 

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR| 17 November 2024 
Pope Francis has declared Sunday 17 November 2024 to be the eighth World Day of the Poor, with the theme of “The 
prayer of the poor rises up to God” (Sirach 21:5). Caritas Aotearoa has provided resources for this day – find them at 

https://www.caritas.org.nz/world-day-of-the-poor.   
 

ACN DIOCESAN OUTREACH ASSISTNATS (DOAs)  
Are you a confident public speaker? Are you looking for flexible part time work? Could you share the stories of suffering 
Christians? Aid to the Church in Need is recruiting for a number of Diocesan Outreach Assistants who will deliver 
monthly presentations in parishes across the Diocese.  For all details visit www.aidtochurch.org/work. 
 

YOUTH GROUP Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come 
along for Fun, Faith, Friends and Pizza!!  

 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursday’s 7-9pm. 
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 

LYRIC SINGERS' CONCERT 'In Lighter Vein', Saturday, 23 Nov, 2 pm at 
Trinity Methodist Church. 
 

THEOLOGY AT OTAGO UNIVERSITY 
The University of Otago’s Theology Programme offers students the chance to deepen their Christian faith through 
rigorous study. With subjects like Old and New Testament Studies, Māori and Moana Pasifika Theology, Church History, 
Ethics, and Biblical languages, the programme provides both individual papers and full qualifications, including Diplomas, 
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and PhDs. Through the Centre for Theology and Public Issues, students can also explore social 
justice topics relevant to today. Upcoming courses include Theology & Science (Summer), Trauma-Informed Ministry, and 
Moana Pasifika Theology (Intensives). For more information, visit www.otago.ac.nz/theology or email 
theology@otago.ac.nz 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS- Are available at the office. $15.00 each 
 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT Creative Card Making Suitable for beginners and regular crafters alike with Julia Martin Sat 16 Nov 10am-
12.30pm or 1.30- 4pm $10.  Registrations essential. 
Community Liturgy – We Are One Sun 17 Nov 4-5pm Nurturing Self-Care Day with Sandra Brunner Sat 23 Nov 10am-3pm $20  
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Raewyn Hoskin’s Team. Further information contact Maureen 027 
491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Bob Wilson, Geraldine Bourke 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Trevor Barnes, Sr Frances Bourke, Andy Mora, Patrick Smith, Blair Glesson, Fr Paul 
Shannahan, Dianne Scoullar 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 3 Nov First Reading Deuteronomy 6.2-6 Second Reading Hebrews 7.23-28 Gospel Mark 12.28-34 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 10 Nov First Reading 1 Kings 17.10-16 Second Reading Hebrews 9.24-28 Gospel Mark 12.38-44 
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