Catholic Parish of Whanganui

THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 11 May
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 12 May
9.30am  Mass Holy Family

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 13 May
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 14 May
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 15 May
10.30am Mass Cullinane

11.20am Reconciliation St M
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 16 May

9.00am Reconciliation St M
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass Holy Family
Sunday 17 May

9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30PM Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

18 May Prayer for Christian Unity
30 May The Hub Whanganui
2 June First Reconciliation begins

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office
Jo Boult 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest

Fr Craig Butler 021272 4401

Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557

Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608
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IN THANKSGIVING FOR OUR MOTHERS

Today we honour our mothers who gave us the gift of life and continue to love and
care for us. The following are some scripture quotes to help us bring spiritual
meaning to this celebration of our mums.

“Honor your mother and father so that it may go well with you and that you may
enjoy long life on the earth.” Ephesians 6:2. \We must always show gratitude,
respect, and love for our parents.

"She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. She
speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. She watches over
the affairs of her household. Her children arise and call her blessed.” Proverbs
31:25-28 This proverb portrays the ideal woman as one who is strong, dignified,
and caring.

“Honor her for all that her hands have done, and let her works bring her praise at
the city gate.” Proverbs 31:31 This passage describes a virtuous woman,
emphasizing that she should be publicly
recognized and praised for her
accomplishments and character.

“As one whom his mother comforts, so | will
comfort you.” Isaiah 66:13 This verse contains
a promise of tender and loving care from God,
similar to the comfort a mother offers her child.

“Listen, my child do not forsake your mother’s
teaching.” Proverbs 1:8 The first preparation
we need for life is to listen to our parents.

“And his mother treasured all these things in
her heart.” Luke 2:51 In the same way Mary
pondered the wonder of her child Jesus, this
verse highlights the importance of a every
mother's ability to recognize the unique
journey of her child.

“Her children rise up and call her blessed.
Many women have done excellently, but you
surpass them all." Proverbs 31:28-29 This
verse encourages children to express their
gratitude and appreciation for their mothers'
sacrifices and love.

“What is your mother? A lioness among lions! She lay down among the young
lions and reared her cubs. She raised one of her cubs to become a strong young
lion.” Ezekiel 19:2-3 Mothers have a profound impact on their children's lives, often
in a way that is as powerful and protective as a lioness with her cubs.
“You should be known for the beauty that comes from within, the unfading beauty
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious to God.” 1 Peter 3:4 The passage
highlights the biblical concept of inner beauty, emphasizing a "gentle and quiet
spirit" as a more valuable and lasting beauty than outward appearances.

“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works;
my soul knows it very well.” Psalm 139:13-14

Happy Mother’s Day and thank you!
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OLDER CHILDREN BAPTISMS held on the 19t April
2026 at St Mary’s Church.

Congratulations to Alexander Archer, Axton and Slayde
Archer, Zander and Max Bullock, Noah Coffey, Amalia and
Angus Carnihan, Chante Carle, Alexander Fothergilol,
Elijah Hakaraia-Woon, Angus Humphreys, Samuel and
Max Hurley, Lucas and Charlotte King, Louie Kelsen,
Charlie Kaa-Miller, Jacob Linklater, Hugo, Otis and Freya
Livesay, Summer Luoni, Alila Mancer, Kiera Reily, June
and Raymond Shufflebotham, Ataahua Wilson-
Winterburn

Baptism Congratulations to Legacy and Ahurei Davis
Clarke-Pereka who were baptised on 26™ April at St
Mary’s Church.

ST CARLO ACUTIS Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition | 23 April — 13 June

The Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition — 40 panels of Eucharistic miracles from around the world, researched and presented
by St Carlo Acutis. Carlo was an ordinary teenager with an extraordinary love for Jesus in the Eucharist.

This week the exhibition is hosted by our Parish. Come and take some time this weekend to let it speak to you and bring
someone who might need to experience it. All are welcome.

St Carlo Acutis will be at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, 10 —13 June. This weekend’s Mission will
include Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, veneration of the relic, and talks.

MISSION HUB: Accompanying Others in Faith - Thresholds of Conversion & Evangelising Conversations

How do we journey with others as they move closer to Christ? This May, Mission Hub will explore a practical and hope-
filled approach to accompanying others in faith. Carly Mulqueen will guide us through the “thresholds of conversion” —
helping us recognise where someone might be on their journey and how to enter into meaningful, evangelising
conversations with sensitivity, courage, and trust in the Holy Spirit. This session is in collaboration with the Catholic
Enquiry Centre. Monday 18 May, 7:00-8:30pm (online). All are welcome. Register: bit.ly/missionhubmay2026 Mission
Hub is a monthly online space where people from across Aotearoa gather to be formed, inspired, and equipped for mission
in their everyday lives. For more info and past sessions: https://missionhubnz.com/

MINISTRY FORMATION Proclaiming the Word of God at Mass is a marvellous ministry and, it comes with great
responsibility. The Lector (sometimes referred to as the reader) is used by God as an instrument to speak to his people.
i.e. When the lector proclaims the word from Scripture, it is God speaking through them. God can only be heard as well
as the lector is well prepared by practicing the reading and making good use of the microphone and substantial eye contact
with people. These are leaned skills. Our parish is hosting a formation event for lectors on Thursday 28 May at 7.00pm.
We have engaged a Speech and Drama specialist to help us better proclaim the word of God. All lectors are kindly expected
to attend. Maree Adams Ministry of Lector Coordinator

BILLINGS LIFE SEMINAR Billings Life NZ will host a two-day Natural Fertility Awareness seminar in Whanganui on June 19
and 20. The event is designed for couples using or considering the Billings Ovulation Method, health professionals or
others wanting to learn more about the method, and people interested in becoming accredited Billings teachers. Find out
more and register at www.billingslife.org.nz/training-seminar

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH — the SOUP roster for next week is Jo Smilie’s team. For further information contact Maureen
027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637

RECEIPTS- Are available to collect from St Mary’s Foyer or have been emailed to you. If you would like a hard copy please
let the office know.
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES- Please collect from St Mary’s Church foyer.

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall. Please bring a gold coin ;-mmg;&_‘ @
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily. Jpee—

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.

RECENTLY DECEASED: John Dougherty, Brian Hollis, Margaret Hubers

MAY ANNIVERSARIES Rita Richardson,

TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 8.5-8, 14-17 Second: 1 Peter 3.15-18 Gospel: John 14.15-21
NEXT SUNDAY 17 May First: Acts 1.1-11 Second: Ephesians 1.17-23 Gospel: Matthew 28.16-20


http://bit.ly/missionhubmay2026
https://missionhubnz.com/
http://www.billingslife.org.nz/training-seminar

