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OUR NEW PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 
  
I am John McMenamin.  Sue and I have lived in Whanganui 
since 1978, where we’ve raised our family and contributed to 
the community through our work in healthcare -myself as a 
doctor, and Sue as a psychotherapist. 
 

My name is Mary Thomas, I’ve been part of the parish for nearly 
three years. I’m married to Thomas, and we have two teenage 
children. I have a passion for youth and am committed to parish 
renewal. 

 

My name is Craig Butler and I’m a Taranaki boy. 
After leaving school, I studied Communications 
Technology in Wellington and worked as a Radio Technician until I 
felt called to serve as a priest in 1988. I was ordained in 1995. I’ve 
worked in various parts of the country and Whanganui has been 
home since 2023. 
 

 

My name is Jijo Philip, and I have been living in Whanganui for 
about 13 years. I moved to New Zealand from the southern part 
of India (Kerala) and work as a social worker. I am married and 
have two children, aged 7 and 3.  I’m thankful to be part of the 
Whanganui Parish Council and look forward to working with you. 

 
 
I am Leena Thomas. I am from southern part of India. I am 
married to Lipso. I have resided here for nearly five years.                      
I serve as a catechist and a member of the parish committee 
for the St. Alphonsa Catholic community. Also, I am employed 
as a registered nurse at Whanganui DHB. 

 

 

I am Mon Hernandez, Couples for Christ Whanganui servant. I 
was born in Manila, Philippines and we've lived in NZ for 18 years. 
Our motto in life is inspired by Joshua 24:15 -"As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord". 

 
 I’m Liz Hickey, a Sister of St Joseph and my ministry has been 
among children and families as a Teacher and Social Worker.  I 
look forward to ‘doing my bit’ with and for you as part of the 
Parish Council!!  
  

Joani Balao-as is the eighth member of the Parish Council. We 
hope to include her photo and introduction in another Parish 
Bulletin.   
 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE At our most recent meeting, John was elected Chair and 
Liz was elected Secretary. We will meet monthly and have made a commitment to 
parish renewal and the well-being of the people we are called to serve. 
 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 11 August 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 12 August 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 13 August 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 14 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 15 August  
Feast of the Assumption 

10.00am Whole School Mass
  Cullinane Gym  

11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 16 August 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 17 August 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Tuesday 18 August 
5.30pm First Communion 

Session Five 
Wednesday 20 August 
5-6pm  Parish Ministry 

Webinar 

 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


PARISH MINISTRY WEBINAR Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is offering a webinar on “Parish Ministry in Aotearoa 
New Zealand” with Emily Sit, the Director for Mission and Evangelisation for Palmerston North. This webinar is on 
Wednesday, 20 August 5:00-6:00pm via Zoom. You are welcome to come to the Parish Centre to participate with others 

or you can register to watch it at home  www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinar2025 
 

HOPE WORTH SHARING International speaker David Wells is giving a brief talk on 26 August, focusing on the joys and 
sorrows of presenting the Christian message to a busy world. 7.00 – 8.15pm at the Diocesan Centre, 33 Amesbury Street, 
Palmerston North. Entry by koha. A light supper will be provided. All welcome. Please contact the parish office if you would 
like to car share 
 

 

YOUTH JUBILEE More than 90 young people, (including some of our own), 
attended a Youth Fest at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Palmerston North 
last Saturday. The day began with a Mass celebrated by Bishop John Adams, 
followed by keynote speakers, games, workshops, praise and worship, 
adoration, and the sacrament of Reconciliation. One young person said she 
left feeling “inspired and enthusiastic about God and his Church”  Young 
Catholics throughout the world took part in similar events on the same day. 
including the Jubilee of Youth in Rome, in which more than one million 
young people participated. It is likely that the Youth Fest will become an 
annual event for our diocese 

 
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION| National Mass The Bishops of New Zealand invite you to join them at the National Marian 
Shrine on August 15, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The celebration of our national feast 
day is part of the Bishops’ second of two national pilgrimages during the Jubilee Year. Mass will be celebrated at 6pm on 
Friday, August 15 at St Mary of the Angels Church, Boulcott St, Wellington. All are welcome. 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO HIRUHARAMA | Expressions of Interest We are now taking expressions of interest for our second 
pilgrimage to Hiruhārama/Jerusalem.  PLEASE NOTE: due to renovations at Hiruhārama, this will no longer be on Sept 13 
as previously advertised. A postponement date is yet to be confirmed. If interested, email bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz 
with your name, parish and phone number. 
 

DEFIBRILATOR TRAINING- We are organising a date and time to have St Johns come in and train people in the use of our 
defibrillators. If you have some medical knowledge or background, we invite you to come and join us. If you are interested, 
could you please contact Jo in the office on 3453872. 
 

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week. Parish renewal 
isn’t just for one person it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 October 2025. Register 
today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com  
Prayer for the Summit: “Who is God asking me to invite?” 
This week, we pray intentionally for a friend or fellow parishioner, asking God to open their heart to an invitation—whether 
to the Summit, to deeper faith, or to a renewed encounter with Jesus. 
To learn more or support the Hope and Renewal Summit, visit: hoperenewalsummit.com or email 
hoperenewal@pndiocese.org.nz. 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Marie Pye’s Team. Further information contact Maureen 
027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jocelyn Hollis, Margaret O’Leary, Mary Elizabeth Quin, Angela Collins 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: Peter Gresham, Josephine Frances Fisher, John Eric Fisher, George Hoskin, Ivan Haddock, 
Margaret Haddock, Lorraine Hartley, Les Foley, Ian Mathieson 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Wisdom 18.6-9 Second: Hebrews 11.1-2, 8-19 Gospel: Luke 12.32-48 
NEXT SUNDAY 17 August First: Jeremiah 38.1-2ab,4-6,8-10 Second: Hebrews 12.1--4 Gospel: Luke 12.49-53 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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