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HABEMUS PAPAM – WE 

HAVE A POPE! 
On Friday morning NZ time, 
Cardinal Robert Prevost OSA 
was elected the new Pope and 
took the name Leo IV.  Bishop 
Steve Lowe, president of the 
New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference, says there is trust 
in the Holy Spirit and the 
College of Cardinals that Pope 
Leo XIV is the right man to lead 

the global Church at this time. He is the first North American Pope but has 
spent much of his working life in Peru (he is a Peruvian citizen) and Italy. He 
is a member of a religious order – the Augustinians. “While a new Pope is 
often unknown to most people around the world, we know from his 
experience in leadership in Latin America, as a leader within his religious 
order and as prefect of the Vatican’s Dicastery for Bishops that Pope Leo 
understands the Church and its needs,” Bishop Lowe said the choice of the 
name Leo could offer a glimpse into the type of pope he seeks to be.  “In the 
coming days, we will learn more about Pope Leo XIV, but the last Pope to 
take this name helped develop some of the Church’s key social teachings,” 
he said. A transformative encyclical letter, Rerum Novarum, was published in 
1891, and has been the inspiration of many teaching documents in the years 
since. 

In his blessing to the crowds in St Peter’s Square, Pope Leo spoke about the 
importance of Catholics being willing to proclaim the Gospel, work for justice 
and peace, to be missionaries in the world. “There is a real sense among the 
faithful that the popes that have been elected in recent decades have had 
the right attributes to lead the Church at that moment. We trust that will be 
the same with Pope Leo XIV.”  NZ Bishop’s Press Release 

From the little we do know, it seems as though our new pope is a pope for 
the people with a heart for justice and peace.  Please click on the enclosed 
link to hear Pope Leo speak.  https://foodforfaith.org.nz/2025/05/leo-xiv/  and 
then click on the following  

 

Pope Leo seems to have a kind voice and, for the first time, we have a pope   
whose first language is English!  He has a huge job. Please pray that God 
will provide him with all the strength needed for this immense task. 
 

O’SHEA SHIELD Cullinane College is privileged to be hosting O’Shea 
Shield, one of New Zealand’s oldest intercollegiate competitions. Catholic 
Colleges from across the Wellington and Palmerston North Diocese compete 

in public speaking, drama and debating events from Friday 16th through to 

Saturday 17 May, culminating with Mass here at St Mary’s on Saturday at 
1.30pm. This is a huge event in the life of our school. Everyone is invited to 
attend the various competitions which will be held at the college, with the 
Drama at the Opera House on Friday evening. The school is seeking baking 
for visitors on Friday and Saturday.   
If you can help please contact Aileen Quirk on 06 343 7978 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 12 May 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 13 May 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 14 May 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 15 May 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 16 May 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 17 May 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
1.30pm Mass St Mary’s 
Cullinane O’Shea Shield 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 18 May 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

15-17 May 
O’Shea Shield Weekend 
Cullinane College 
 

Tuesday 20 May 
5.30pm Session 1 St Marys 
Older Children’s Baptism 
Preparation 

https://foodforfaith.org.nz/2025/05/leo-xiv/
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


Parish Priest Update It’s good to be back home again.  After six weeks of rest, I returned home feeling renewed 
and… ready to plan my next holiday.  While away, I spent most of my time in the South Island catching up with 
old friends and family, and resting. Thank you to everyone who helped make this possible.  It was strange being 
away from home during Lent and Holy Week, especially not having to prepare any of the services but I did get 
to celebrate Easter in a whole new way.  I’m particularly grateful to Fr John and Fr Aliston for supplying during 
my absence.  Before I even got back home, I received the news that Bishop Owen was in hospital.  I spent the 
next day sitting with him as he made his way home to God. Many people called to see him, to express their love 
and affection to this thoroughly good man.  During one quiet moment I talked to him about his mother.  Owen’s 
mother, Mary died a week after he was born, and he was raised by his grandmother and two of his maiden 
aunts. For the first and only time I can remember he didn’t or couldn’t, say anything.  I can’t imagine what it 
would be to go through life without a mum.  I can however imagine the love and joy he experienced when he 
arrived in heaven - not only meeting our Lord face to face but also being welcomed by his mother. They will 
have 96 years of life experience to discuss! Preparing for his funeral and then celebrating it with family, friends 
and priest colleagues last week, it was very clear that Bishop Owen was deeply loved by all who knew him.  
Having worked in Peru as a missionary himself, I imagine he will be delighted with our new 
pope. Today is Mother’s Day, a day to thank God for our mums, whether they are with us or 
with God in heaven. My own mum is almost 90 and I will go and see her and share a meal 
with her on Sunday. I’m lucky!  May our good God bless you and all your loved ones this 
coming week, especially your mums. Fr Craig 
 

CONGRATULAIONS- to Davin Arun and his family. Davin was baptised on Sunday 4th May 
at St Mary’s Church. 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS AND SEMINARY APPEAL Sunday, 11 May 2025 
Please pray for those called to the priesthood. This day also marks the beginning of National Vocations 
Awareness Week. We are greatly blessed by the generosity and enthusiasm of our men training and following 
their call to priestly service. At present, we have two seminarians, Zung Manh Phan and Sy Nguyen, studying 
at Holy Cross Seminary in Auckland. Zung is in his third year of formation and has a special interest in pastoral 
care and parish ministry. Sy is in first year and brings a strong passion for youth outreach and community service. 
Specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. Alternatively, you may give via direct credit to St 
Mary’s BNZ 02 0630028802901 Please use your name and ‘Seminary Appeal’ as the reference. For any 
enquiries and support, please contact our Diocese of Palmerston North Vocations Director, Fr Trung 
Nguyen on 022 062 6726 or email vocations@pndiocese.org.nz 
 

HIDDEN DISABILITIES SUNFLOWER SCHEME LAUNCH Our Diocese is proud to support the Hidden 
Disabilities Sunflower Scheme, a powerful symbol of empowerment, respect, and inclusion for individuals with 
non-visible disabilities, as well as those with visible disabilities. The Sunflower allows people to discreetly 
indicate they may need additional support, understanding, or time, helping to create a place where everyone is 
recognised, respected, and included. For more information, visit https://hdsunflower.com/ or contact David 
Loving-Molloy, Leader and Advisor for Inclusiveness, at catholic.deaf@pndiocese.org.nz 
 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND RECEIPTS-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer. 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is Pat Garforth’s Team. Further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT- Tour of Quaker Settlement Harakeke Planting Tues 13 May 9.30-11.340am 
Visit to the Quaker settlement at 76 Virginia Road. Participants to register Ph: 345 5047 and meet in the Quiet 
Room at the Josephite Retreat Centre. 
Retreat Day for Stories and Journeys Sat 17 May 9.30-2.30 pm 
Community Liturgy – Journey into the Unknown Sun 18 May 4pm -5pm 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop Owen Dolan, Ester Peralta, Graeme McBride 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES: Rosalie Carson, Pat Haddock, Maureen Macdougall, Christine Sproson, Melvin Booth, 
Garrod Orsborn 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 13.14,43-52 Second: Revelation 7.9,14b-17 Gospel: John 10.27-30 
NEXT SUNDAY 18 May First: Acts 14.21b-27 Second: Revelation 21.1-5a Gospel: John 13.1.31-33a,34-35 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Session 2. 12 May at S Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from 5pm until 9 pm.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 

. 
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