
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
19 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

            11 August 2024 
 

 
Roberts Ramble 
This week we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the Patronal Feast of New Zealand and the Patronal Feast of our Parish. It is a time for 
us to remember the wonderful obedience the Blessed Virgin gave to God as she 
accepted the task of being the Mother his Son. She and St Joseph gave their lives in the 
special manner in which parents serve their children, urging them to maturity and 
wisdom. She and her companions stood at the foot of the Cross sharing vicariously in 
the suffering and death of her Son. 
 

She, like her Son, was to end her time on earth and was immediately assumed body and 
soul into heaven. The Church has long held this belief which was affirmed on 1 
November 1955 by Pope Pius XII. 
Her example of faith, trust and willing obedience encourage us to be the citizens God 
needs in New Zealand to announce again the Gospel and to plant the seeds of faith by 
the example of our goodness and love of neighbour. In addition Pope Pius expressed in 
his encyclical Munifi.centissimus Deus the hope that the belief in the bodily assumption 
of the virgin Mary into heaven "will make our belief in our own resurrection stronger 
and render it more effective". 
 

Last Sunday night week we bade farewell to St Anne's Church, celebrating Mass in 
thanksgiving for the many blessings received by parishioners. It is always sad to leave a 
beloved building. That sadness was tinged with comfort as it will soon be used by 
Montessori for its pre-school education. 
I keep you all in my daily prayers, Father John. 
 

Long Service Celebration at St Marcellin School 
On Thursday this week the staff, students and invited guests gathered to celebrate the 
twenty-five years of generous service Selina Wilkes has given as a teacher aide in St 
Marcellin School. Her willing generosity has seen her making food baskets for needy 
parents, special treats for the children and generally "loving the students to bits". 
She was presented with a bouquet of flowers and several certificates: from the Bishop, 
the PN Diocese Education Office, the School and its Board of Trustees.  
Thank you, Whaia Selina for your wonderful, generous service. You are wonderful 
example to us all: ad multos annos. 
 
MASSES : Parish Feast Day and Assumption Mass  
9.30 am              Holy Family Church  

(with the School  attending)  
12.05pm           St Mary’s Church  

  (followed by soup and buns) 
 

A REMINDER : ASSUMPTION 
Let’s not forget that this Feast is a holy day of obligation. 
 
Parish Social Sunday 25th August. 10.30-1pm.  
Please bring something for a Potluck lunch and enjoy 
the music from an Irish band. 
 
 
 
  

 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday  12 August 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 13 August 
9.30am   C/S    Holy Family 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday  14 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday  15 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday  16 August 
10.30am Mass St Joseph’s 
Chapel Cullinane 
11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday  17 August 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday  18 August 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tuesday 13 August   
5.30pm First Communion 
Session 2 St Marys 
Thursday 15th August 
12.05pm Parish Feast Day and 
Assumption Mass 
Sunday 18 August 
7-8.30pm  Quiz Night 
St Mary’s Hall 
Sunday 18th August 
2.00pm Becoming Catholic 
Introductory Session 
Sunday 25th August 
Parish Social 10.30-1pm 
Sunday 8th September 
9.30am First Communion Mass 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
Ash Wednesday 14 Feb 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


QUIZ NIGHT YOUTH FUNDRAISER  
The youth group are running a Quiz Night on 
Sunday the 18th of August at Saint Mary’s Hall. 
It’s $5 per person to enter. There will be cash 
sales at the door and a canteen where you can 
purchase snacks and drinks.  
So get a team together and come along to 
support of young people. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith, Friends and Pizza!!  
 

Baptism Congratulations to Ivar and Kaven Martinez and their families. They were baptised at St Marys Church on Sunday 
4th August. 
 

Māori Education Collection -Sunday 25 August 2024 Māori Education is an investment for a vibrant, working, diverse, 
faith-filled New Zealand and your donation is an investment also. Successful educational outcomes for young Māori is 
good for all New Zealanders. We are blessed to host the nation’s two Catholic Māori Boarding Schools in our Diocese: Hato 
Pāora College and St Joseph’s Māori Girls’ College. In them, staff are successfully bringing about outstanding results in the 
students they nurture, teach and shape. It is timely also to thank the many people who support all sorts of families 
struggling to pay school attendance dues. Often this includes grandparents or retired parishioners who do their bit to help 
out. Thank you. 
Many thanks for your anticipated generosity again this year, it is very much appreciated. 
There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit CPOW BNZ 020630 
0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Māori Ed’ as reference.  
 

Year of prayer 2024 | Towards jubilee 2025 
Some great resources have been added to the Diocesan Year of Prayer webpage, and there is now a handy menu at the 
top of the page to easily navigate to the different sections.  
On the webpage you can find: 10 reflections from Pope Francis on the transforming power of prayer; 
“Teach Us to Pray” booklet, inspired by the teachings of Pope Francis; The Jubilee Prayer in English, Te Reo Māori and 
other languages; “Pilgrims of Hope” – the officical hymn for the 2025 Jubilee; The Diocesan Year of Prayer resource 
booklet; and Other prayer resources for use within your parishes, schools, communities and homes. 
Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 2025 at https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-
2025/.  
 

Josephite Retreat Quiet Day for the Creative Soul 
Two reflective Mondays to explore, nourish and enjoy your creativity within this peaceful environment. Topics include Mandalas, 
Drawing, Painting, Book/Journal making, Collage, Crafts etc. BYO lunch and basic art supplies with Tracey Young and Friends 
Mon 12 Aug 10am-2.30pm  Koha 
 Winter Wonderfest Film – Ida A quiet and artfully crafted film about self-discovery. A young girl deals with revelation of who she is 
and where she comes from. with Marie Skidmore rsj 
Tue 13 Aug 2pm. Koha for a cuppa 
 Community Liturgy What’s in my kete? How do I nurture it? Sun 18 Aug 4-5pm 
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

Homeless Hub Outreach—The SOUP roster for next week is the Maureen Beard’s Team.  
Further information contact Maureen Beard 027 491 2168 Pat Garforth  027 491 9637 
 

Poster found in church in France Church communications do not need to be humourless- as the following 
demonstrates…. 
When you enter the Church, it may be possible that you hear “the call of God”. However, it is unlikely he will call you on 
your mobile. Thank you for turning off your mobiles.  
If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place and talk to Him.  
If you want to see Him, send a text while driving.  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED Robert Butcher and Johannes Graaf, Judith Vodanovich, Jim Kerr, Tony Falconer 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: Merle Manson, Maria Dekker, Raymond Osborne, Margaret Haddock, Ivan Haddock, Doug 
Ahern, Michael & Eileen Hickey, Thema McCoy, Les Foley, Ian Matheson, George Hoskin 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 11 August First Reading 1 Kings 19.4-8 Second Reading Ephesians 4.30-5.2 Gospel Reading John 6.41-
51  
SUNDAY READINGS 18 Aug First Reading Proverbs 1-6 Second Reading Ephesians 5.15-20 Gospel Reading John 6.51-58 
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