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MATARIKI It is good to contemplate our sense of place in the cosmos. From 
the earliest times and still today, people have always taken a keen interest in 
the starry skies. Even though we know so much more about the stars now, 
they are still a source of wonder. In Psalm 8 we hear, ‘When I behold your 
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars which you set in 
place, what is humanity that you should be mindful of us?  Who are we that 
you should care for us?’ It is difficult to be outside on a starlit night and not 
be captured by a sense of wonder. The stars have practical uses too, having 
been used as an aid to navigation and as an indicator of the seasons. At this 
time of year, the cluster Matariki, also known as Pleiades, The Seven Sisters 
or M45 reappears above the horizon, after having dipped below the horizon 
for some weeks. When this cluster, Matariki, reappeared in the very early 
morning sky, it signified the beginning of the New Year and people knew it 
was time to prepare the soil and plant crops. Other meanings were also 
signified in the setting and rising of this star cluster. As the star cluster set, it 
was a time to remember those who had died during the past year. As the 
star cluster rose, it was time to consider the rising of the dead who were now 
joining the stars of the night sky. It was a time to plan for the future a time 
to look forward in hopefulness, a time to be with whanau and friends. The 
advent of the New Year holds an important place in the Māori calendar and 
is rich with meaning. Matariki invites us to gather in love, in aroha to 
celebrate, be drawn into, and pray over the wonder of this time. 
E te Atua, God of the cycles and patterns of the universe and all living things 
whose ways we only begin to comprehend, open our hearts to the wonder of 
the natural world, to your incarnation throughout creation, and to your 
presence with us now and forever Amen. Auckland Liturgy Centre 

 

THRIVING IN THIS LAND is a workshop series created by Common Grace 
Aotearoa and hosted by the Justice, Peace, Ecology and Development 
Commission of the Diocese of Palmerston North.  It is designed to help us 
join the dots between following Jesus and some of the big issues New 
Zealand is facing.  We have the opportunity now to explore some of the big 
issues of our time and consider how God is calling us to respond. Across 
three 2 hour open and collaborative sessions, we’ll explore how as a nation 
we can address poverty and the cost of living, respond to our unstable  

 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 13 July 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 14 July 
9.30am C/s Holy Family 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 15 July 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 16 July 
12.05pm C/s St Mary’s 
 

Friday 17 July  
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 18 July 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm Mass Holy Family 
 

Sunday 12 July 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Friday 24 July 7.00pm-9.00pm 
 

Quiz Night Holy Family Church 
 
Wednesday 5 August 
Braden Johnson “Made for 
More” Mission 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


(cont.) climate and honour the Treaty. We’ll engage with theology and hear from experts and people on the 
ground. We’ll discuss how to work towards a nation where everyone has enough, our earth is protected, and 
our promises are kept. The three workshops will be held at Te Rau Aroha, Catholic Diocesan Centre, 33 Amesbury 
Street from 7pm to 9pm on 19 August, 26 August and 9 September.  More details are included in the flyer below. 
RSVP to Mary Eastham, maeastham23@gmail.com, 021 903 984 for catering purposes. 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Jo Boult, our Administrator/Secretary has offered her resignation after more than 10 
years of dedicated service and commitment to our parish.  Jo started with us in 2016 and will finish work on 
Wednesday 29 July.  Jo has seen many changes; she has given of her best to so many over a long time and she 
will be greatly missed. Looking forward, this does mean we are looking for a new administrator. Please keep Jo 
in your prayers as she makes this transition towards retirement and our parish as we work through the process 
of appointing a new person to this role.  If you would like to know more and receive a position description 
please email me on craigbutler@xtra.co.nz Fr Craig  
 

CULLINANE Community Mass at Jane Winstone. On Thursday, 18 June, our Vocational students, 
supported by class 9JL, hosted a community Mass at Jane Winstone Retirement Village. We extend 
our sincere thanks to Fr. John for celebrating the Mass for us, and to the wonderful staff at Jane 
Winstone for attending and supporting our elderly folk. The entire service was student-led, with the 
students planning the liturgy and providing the music. It was wonderfully attended and thoroughly enjoyed by 
residents of all denominations. We are incredibly proud of our students for bringing our wider community 
together in faith. 
 

THANK YOU- A big THANK YOU to all who donated great baking, to helpers and everyone who supported the 
Winter Treats Cake Sale which resulted in $622.00 for parish funds.   
 

PARISH QUIZ Come along to our first Parish Quiz Night at Holy Family Church on Friday the 24th of July 7pm-
9pm. Come along for a fun family friendly event. Tickets are $10 per person at the door and money will go 
towards supporting our young people to attend events. You can make a team, or you can come along and we 
will find you a team to join.  
We are also offering you the opportunity to purchase a Winter Platter for your table for $30 it will have an 
assortment of hot finger food including but not limited to savouries, spring rolls and samosa’s. To order a platter 
for your table please email youth.cpow@gmail.com. 
 

ARS CELEBRANDI WORKSHOP with Fr Paul Turner Parish liturgy teams, school staff, parish leadership teams, 
and all involved in the preparation of the sacred liturgy are invited to a special workshop evening with 
international liturgist Fr Paul Turner. Fr Paul Turner is an experienced parish priest and respected liturgist from 
the United States who advises the Vatican on worship.  We’re invited to deepen our love for the liturgy at the 
Ars Celebrandi Workshop with Fr Paul Turner. Drawing on Desiderio Desideravi, this workshop will enrich how 
we understand and celebrate Mass. All involved in liturgy are encouraged to attend. Tuesday 28 July, 7 – 8:30pm 
Diocesan Centre, 33 Amesbury St, Palmerston North. Please email bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz to register.  
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH – the SOUP roster for next week is the Liz Hickey’s team. For further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Jayda Reilly, Joanna March 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES Annie Haddock, Lake Falconer, Kevin Goodgame, Robert Butcher, Maurice Crowley, Teresa 
Crowley 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Isaiah 55.10-11, Second: Romans 8. 18-23 Gospel: Matthew 13.1-23 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 19 July First: Wisdom 12.13, 16-19 Second: Romans 8. 26-27 Gospel: Matthew 13.24-43 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP Will be back on the 19th July 
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily.  
YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint 
Mary's Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the 
night might change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass.  
All Young Adults welcome.  
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