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IT IS EASIER FOR A CAMEL TO PASS THROUGH THE EYE OF A NEEDLE... 
 

“Jesus said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom 
of God!’ The disciples were astounded by these words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ 
he said to them ‘how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
They were more astonished than ever. ‘In that case’ they said to one another ‘who can 
be saved?’ Jesus gazed at them. ‘For people he said ‘it is impossible, but not for God: 
because everything is possible for God.”  Mark 10 

 
When Jesus says, “It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of God”, he uses an exaggerated, vivid image to stress 
the difficulties wealth can present in pursuing the spiritual life. The “eye of a needle” 
was a common metaphor in the ancient world, symbolising something nearly 
impossible. Jesus was not condemning wealth in itself but warning about the 
attachments and distractions it can create. Those with material wealth can become 
consumed by their possessions, status, and comfort, making it harder for them to focus 
on the values of humility, generosity, and dependence on God. Jesus knew how riches 
can build a false sense of security, leading people to trust in their own power rather 
than in God’s grace.  However, Jesus also emphasises that, while it may be difficult, it is 
not impossible. When His disciples express shock, asking, “Who then can be saved?” 
Jesus responds, “With people it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible 
with God”. This beautifully highlights that salvation is not something we earn through 
our own efforts, wealth, or status. Salvation is a gift of grace from God.  

 Fr Patrick Van der Vorst 

 
CLARIFICATION Last week I wrote about our need to be more outward looking in terms 
of evangelisation.  I talked about how many of us had spent all our resources on 
catechesis with little or no reward.  To be clear, I really enjoy the work of helping families 
and individuals grow in faith and understanding and will continue to do so.  My comment 
about doing the same thing over and over, while expecting a different outcome was 
meant to be about our my (our) expectations.  As disciples of our Lord, we are called to 
do both - to proclaim the good news of Jesus the Christ and to build up his body here on 
earth. Thank you to those who pointed this out to me. I apologise for giving the wrong 
idea.  Fr Craig 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 14 October 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 15 October 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 16 October 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 17 October 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 18 October 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 19 October 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 20 October 
9.30am   Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday 20 October 
7-8.30pm  Youth Group  
 Quiz Night  
 Parish Hall 
 

Sunday 17 November 
11.00am Parish AGM 
 Parish Hall 

(Date to be confirmed) 
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YOUTH GROUP IS ON A BREAK There will be no youth group this week, 
the 6th of October and the 13th of October for School holidays. We will 
be back on the 20th of October. 
 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our next meeting is Thursday 17th of October 7-9pm 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui. Bring 
something to share (biscuits, baking etc). What to expect: A chance to get to know other young adults in the Parish, 
watch an episode of The Chosen and have a chat. An opportunity to grow deeper in faith and community.  
 

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR RAFFLE FUNDRAISER Thanks so much to everyone who supported our raffle fundraiser 
the winner will be announced this weekend. We appreciate your support of our teens. Keep an eye out for other 
fundraising events. 
 

YOUTH FUNDRAISING QUIZ NIGHT! Our last quiz was so successful we’ve decided to have another: SUNDAY 20th of 
OCTOBER | Saint Mary’s Church Hall | 7pm-8.30pm $5 entry Form a team or just come along and we will put you into a 
team. The rounds this time are: Flags, Science, Musical's, Current affairs, Art and Music. Dress up in Country, Western, 
Cowboy theme for a chance to win the prize of best dressed!  
 

PARISH TO PARISH FOR BED AND BREAKFAST Catholics across New Zealand, and a few in Australia, offer fellow 
Catholics accommodation in their homes—a wonderful way to connect and enjoy the company of other Catholics. The 
cost is $50 for one person per night, with an additional $30 per extra guest (e.g., two people would pay $80 per night). 
To purchase a book with details of the hosts, the cost is $15 (includes postage). To order, contact Marie Anderson 027 
2800 611, or email marie.ian@xtra.co.nz. 
 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY-October is World Mission Month, culminating in World Mission Sunday on 20 October. 
MISSIONZ has provided resources for parishes and communities to use during this month. You can find electronic copies 
of these resources on their website: https://missio.nz/resources-for-mission-sunday/ 
 

SUPPORT LIFE SUNDAY 2024: This Sunday, the Catholic Church in Aotearoa New Zealand celebrates Support Life Sunday. 
Inspired by the recent Vatican document, Dignitas Infinita, the theme for 2024 is the nature of human dignity. The 
document reaffirms the Church’s central belief that every person is created in the image and likeness of God and 
therefore possesses an infinite dignity. Read more and access Support Life Sunday resources at: 
https://bit.ly/SupportLife2024 
 

OPEN HOUSE AT THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF NEW PLYMOUTH 
3 PM Friday 22 November to 4 PM Saturday 23rd November 

573 Devon Street East, Fitzroy, New Plymouth 
 Registration  www.divinerenovation.org/openhouse 

 

It would help Parish planning if you would indicate your interest to the Parish Office (an e-mail, text or a brief note will 
suffice). This will help organising attendance, car sharing, etc, to this important event. 
 

OCTOBER ROSARY For the month of October the Rosary will be prayed before Masses/Communion Services each day 
from Monday to Saturday morning. All welcome to attend. 
 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT  
Quiet Day for the Creative Soul-Final reflective Monday to explore, nourish and enjoy your creativity within this peaceful 
environment. Topics include Mandalas, Drawing, Painting, Book/Journal making, Collage, Crafts etc. BYO lunch and basic 
art supplies with Tracey Young and Friends Mon 14 Oct 10am-2.30pm  Koha 
Tui Motu Group-Where articles from the current Tui Motumagaziine are explored and discussed with Liz Hickey rsj Wed 
16 Oct 4-5.15pm  Community Liturgy – Thriving Sun 20 Oct 4-5pm 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Marianne Vine’s Team. 
Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Elizabeth Chupuico, Sr Marie Hawkins rsj, Clodisa Oliva, Tony Janson 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES: Margaret Connors, June Todd, Patrick Todd, Joyce Cummings, John Ashworth Roache, Yuko 
Irving, Margaret Walsh, Muriel Fleming, Maurice Gallagher, Patrick McGonigle, Colleen Cavanagh, Murray Ahern, Florence 
Smith, Catherine Smith 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 13 Oct First Reading Wisdom 7.7-11 Second Reading Hebrews 4.12-13 Gospel Mark 10.17-30 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 20 Oct First Reading Isaiah 53.4,10-11+ Second Reading Hebrews 4.14-16 Gospel Mark 10.35-45 
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