
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
Palm Sunday  

13 April 2025 
  

This Sunday, Passion Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, begins the 
holiest week of our year.  We begin outside the Church reminding 
ourselves of the Lord’s Triumphal Entry into his City, then we hear the 
great events of salvation-his passion death and resurrection in the 
Passion Gospel. 

At weekday Masses we read the songs of the suffering servant in the 
Book of the Prophet Isaiah and gospel passages leading up to the 
betrayal of the Lord. 
The Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper heralds the Triduum, the 
Three Great Days.  It begins with the ancient Introit  
“We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, on which the 
world’s Saviour was sacrificed. We can trust in the promise of glories to 
be, since by his blessed cross we are saved and set free.”   
[cf Gal 6; 14] 
This Mass ends with Adoration until Night Prayer. There is no blessing. 
The Afternoon Celebration of the Lord’s Passion begins and ends 
in silence and with no introduction or salutation. Having heard again the 
story of the Lord’s arrest, trial, passion and death we listen to a brief 
homily. Then, inspired by the Lord’s saving death we solemnly pray for 
the salvation and needs of the world. After which we venerate the Holy 
Cross. When we have received Holy Communion, we depart in 
prayerful, meditative silence. 
On Saturday evening when darkness has descended we assemble 
outside the Church for the blessing of the Fire and the Preparation of 
the Candle. This begins the Paschal (Easter) Vigil. The gentle warm 
light of the Paschal Candle, symbol of the resurrection, leads us into 
the Church. A deacon or priest chants the ancient Easter hymn of praise 
in the light of this candle. Then we listen to the history of salvation, 
rejoicing in the care that our Father has exhibited throughout the history 
of the Chosen People, finding in Christ a new people in the new 
covenant. 
This year we will baptise one young person and receive four others into 
the full communion of the Church. 
Then we celebrate the Mass of the Resurrection on Easter Sunday 
with great joy, wonder and jubilation. 
And a final reassurance, I keep you all in my daily prayers,  
Father John 
              __________________________ 
 

Exposition/Adoration At the moment a small group of people gather 
for an hour before the Blessed Sacrament before the Friday midday 
Mass. In earlier times we were able to support Adoration after the 
midday Mass until 8 pm and the next morning from 8.00 am until 
Benediction before the midday Mass. 
We are always in need of prayerful support for our parish, its works, 
and life. It would be good to extend the present Friday morning time 
from 8.30 am until Benediction before Mass. A brief schedule is in the 
foyer after Masses for those who would dedicate themselves to half an 
hour or an hour on a Friday morning. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

HOLY WEEK 
 

Monday 14 April 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 15 April 

8.00am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass of the Oils 
Cathedral Palmerston North 
 

Wednesday 16 April 
11.30am Reconciliation 
 St Marys 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm Reconciliation 
 St Marys 
 

ALL EASTER CELEBRATIONS 
HELD AT ST MARYS CHURCH 
 

Holy Thursday 17 April 
9.00am Morning Prayer 
7.00pm  Mass  
9.30pm      Night Prayer 
 

Good Friday 18 April 
9.00am Morning Prayer 
10.00am Stations of the Cross 
3.00pm   Good Friday  Service 
 

Holy Saturday 19 April 
9.00am  Morning Prayer 
7.30pm  Easter Vigil  
 

Easter Sunday 20 April 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 

NO 5.30pm MASS 
 

 
PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
 (on leave) 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


THANK YOU - to all the volunteers who helped spring cleaning the Church for Easter. The Church looks 

wonderful. We really appreciate your time.        
 

EASTER SINGERS AND MUSICIANS will gather on Sunday 13 April at 7 pm. at St. Mary's. All welcome. 
Music for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. 
 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY DEVOTIONS- St Mary’s Church Sunday 27th April  

3-4pm. Devotions will consist of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Veneration of 
Image, Divine Mercy Chaplet, concluding with Benediction. Rite I Reconciliation will 
be available during Adoration. 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL RAFFLE RESULTS The Holy Family 
Conference of St Vincent de Paul would like to thank parishioners for supporting our Easter 
Raffle. We wish you all a Happy, Holy and Blessed Easter with your loved ones.  
Results as follows:1st prize-153 Alex Rodgers. 2nd prize-240 Amanda.  3rd prize-156 Jan Pert. 

4th prize-55 Tony Haddock 
 

CHRISM MASS-The Chrism Mass for the Palmerston North Diocese will be celebrated on Tuesday 15 April, 
12:05pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. All welcome. 
 

EASTER ON AIR This Good Friday, the Christian Broadcasting Association (CBA) will once again bring the 
Easter story to life on Newstalk ZB. A highlight of the broadcast is 33 AD, a special segment that transports 
listeners 2,000 years back in time. Tune in to Newstalk ZB this Good Friday and be part of the story! 
 

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION| 18 April 2025 
The Holy Father’s Good Friday Collection is a small gesture of solidarity for the Christian communities that still 
walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Our New Zealand collection is given for the upkeep of the Shrine Church in Cana, 
Galilee, and twenty University scholarships to Bethlehem University. In 1342 the Apostolic See confirmed the 
Franciscans as the legitimate guardians of the Holy Land. Funds gathered by each country is forwarded to the 
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land. Please give generously to this collection in support of our brothers and 
sisters living in the land our Lord ministered. Many thanks for your anticipated generosity again this year, it is 
very much appreciated. There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by 
direct credit St Marys BNZ 02 0630 0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Holy Places’ as reference. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY DUES SPECIAL COLLECTION| 20 April 2024 
Many thanks to parishioners who in the past have contributed to the Easter Dues/Offerings Special Collection. 
The collection is used by the Clergy Trust Fund to support the priests in the various costs pertaining to their 
ministries and personal lives. The Clergy Trust Fund is responsible for every aspect of our priests’ wellbeing. 
The priests have always expressed their gratitude for the people’s financial support and the care that they 
receive. There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit St 
Marys BNZ 02 0630 0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Dues’ as reference. Your support and help is always 
appreciated! Fr. Brian Walsh (Chairman of the Clergy Trust Fund) 
 

EASTER TALKS On Wednesday evenings from 7-8pm until the end of April. 
 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND RECEIPTS-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer. 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SUMMER roster for next week is Mary Crowley’s Team. Further 
information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT- Caritas Lenten Sharing Group Monday 14 April 2-3.30pm 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Pat Curran, Richie Cvitanovich, John Cvitanovich, Kathleen Trillo 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES: Anna Scoullar-Jones, Tony Griffiths, Rose O’Leary 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Isaiah 50.4-7 Second: Philippians 2.6-11 Gospel: Luke 22.14-23.56 
NEXT SUNDAY 20 April First: Acts 10.34a, 36-43 Second: Colossians 3.1-4 Gospel: John 20.1-18 

JUNIOR AND SENIOR YOUTH GROUPS 
will resume on Sunday, 4 May at their usual times. 
 

COFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Begins on Monday, 5 May at S Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from 5pm  
until 9 pm.  
Details of enrolment etc are on our webpage and noticeboards near the Office door. Please enrol early. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 

. 
 


