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[sHOW US YOUR LIGHT]

AND YOUR TRUTH

(atholic Parish of Whanganui

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR

Monday 14 July
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 15 July
9.30am  Mass Holy Family

12.05pm Mass St Marys

Wednesday 16 July
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 17 July
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Friday 18 July

10.00am C/s StlJoseph’s
Cullinane

11.20am Rite | St Mary’s

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
Saturday 19 July

9.30am C/s St Mary’s
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 20 July
9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm  Confirmation Mass
St Mary’s

Upcoming Events

Tuesday 22 July
5.30pm  First Communion

Session One

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office
Jo Boult 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest

Fr Craig Butler 021272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608

The Catholic Parish of Whonganui

Fifteenth Sundag in Oralinarg Time
13 July 2025

OUR BROKEN WORLD CAN BE RESTORED

The parable of the Good Samaritan re-describes our experience and our world for
us. As Jesus used the parable in his own time, so now in ours the Good Samaritan
not only exposes the realities of our social wounds, it offers us a way of healing
them. We are all persons in the parable. Yet, it is so characteristic of Jesus in these
great parables of redemption, he not only casts a light on the brokenness of our
situation, he always opens the door for us to change. Each parable shows us the
path to a better way of being and living: a new possibility, maybe one which we had
thought was impossible. Indeed, it is the very encounter with Jesus that makes the
new way possible; he breaks down all our determinisms, social as well as personal.
Life is full of journeys. There are journeys we make for business, others for duty,
some for love and others for adventure. Sometimes the way is easy and filled with
companionship; at others, it is difficult and lonely. We do not know why the man
was going on the long road from Jerusalem to Jericho; we only meet him beaten,
robbed and half-dead. There appears to be an implicit violence built into our
relationships brought about by markets that want us to compete against each other
or consume products and the diminishing natural resources that we all need to live.
Not only does the media
inform us, it wants to
control and manipulate
us: we the consumers are
ourselves consumed.
People themselves have
become commodities to
be trafficked. We are
served by a culture of
individualism that
constantly  legitimates
the priority of ‘me’ over
others. Of course, in the
parable the man who has been beaten and robbed is not alone. A number of people
pass him by. And yet, astonishingly, someone did stop: a Samaritan. In doing so, he
may well have put himself in danger, for in this part of the world he was the
outsider, the one who was to be shunned. The Samaritan does not pause to do a
risk assessment or make a calculation or check to see if he is covered by insurance.
His response is immediate and unconditional; he can only see the urgency - a life
hangs in the balance. Something else also happens. Whatever form it takes, there
is no way of describing the sense of isolation and loneliness that violence brings. All
the carefully constructed securities that give us a sense of who we are immediately
destroyed. The Samaritan not only tends the physical wounds, but the deeper
wounds to the sense of self. Without even saying a word, he says to the victim, you
do have value and you are worthy of care. And if ever that was in doubt, look at how
lavish is the care he provides, even looking ahead to his future needs. The parable
of the Good Samaritan shows us that our society, our communities and relationships
are not permanently broken. We can restore them. And it can all begin with
reaching out to the other whoever they are, whatever state they are in. We can
decide that we will not let anyone, or any circumstance, diminish our humanity or
the humanity of another person. Fr James Hanvey SJ
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MASS CHANGES Friday 18™ and Saturday 19t July masses will be changed as Fr Craig and Fr John will be
attending Pastoral Days in Palmerston North. (as per the newsletter weekly calendar).

CONGRATULATIONS to St Vincent de Paul members who celebrated 30 years in the shop on the Avenue. A
great day was held by members and members of the public, with spot prizes, a colouring competition winners
being presented with prizes and a special cake baked to mark the occasion. Vinnies are a marvellous group of
(mostly) women who raise funds for the poor and vulnerable. Please pray for them and consider supporting
them.

CONGRATULATIONS to Jayden Samson and his family. Jayden was baptised at St Mary’s Church on Saturday 5t
July.
And to Ryan and Riona Sebastian who made their First Communion on Thursday 10t July at St Mary’s Church.

PARISH RENEWAL There will be a gathering on Sunday 27™ July in the Parish Hall at 10.45am to share where
the parish is at with Divine Renovation, Parish Renewal and the upcoming Hope and Renewal Summit
If you would like to know more or how to get involved with the next steps, please make the time to attend.

DEFIBRILATOR We have decided that our churches both need a defibrillator. Fortunately, we have never
required the use for one over the years, but it is a sensible decision to get one before we need it. We are hoping
that someone will sponsor one for St Mary’s and one for Holy Family. We have sought advice about the best
brand and have decided to go with the advice. The cost will be approximately $3,500 each. If you would like to
make a donation, you can either hand it into the office, put it in an envelope with ‘defibrillator donation’ and
add to the Sunday collection or internet banking. Details: St Marys — Wanganui BNZ 020 630 0288029 01 with
reference Defibrillator.

THANK YOU We are very grateful for the generosity of our parishioners. We have so far received $4000 towards

the $7,000 cost of the 2 defibrillators. &

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week.
Parish renewal isn’t just for one person - it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North
3-4 October 2025. Register today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com

"Jesus, are you calling me to the Summit?"

This week, we’re inviting every parishioner to pray and listen. - Is the Lord inviting you to the Hope and Renewal
Summit? - Is there someone the Lord is placing on your heart to pray for or encourage? - Could someone in your
life be waiting for a personal invitation? Let’s become a Church that listens to the Spirit and responds in faith.
Pray. Discern. Invite. Find out more at: www.hoperenewalsummit.com

KATRINA MITCHELL-KOUTABB Speaks on Palestine

Date: Sunday, 13 July 2025 Time: 7:30 PM (after 6pm Mass at the Cathedral) Location: Diocesan Centre, 33
Amesbury St, Palmerston North Join us for a talk by Katrina Mitchell-Kouttab, a Palestinian Christian actress,
writer, and mother, on "Palestine: Grief Building a New Kind of Love." She will also present a petition by Thyme
for Action. Hosted by the Commission for Justice, Peace, Ecology, and Development.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Angela Aspinall’'s Team. Further information contact
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP- Will resume on the 27t of July
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP will resume on the 27t of July

RAIN FOREST "~

CONFIRMATION MASS YOUTHMINISTER |
Sunday 20* July 5.30pm Mass at St Mary’s i iaminn .
0212560608

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

RECENTLY DECEASED: Paul Gleeson, Brian Vaughan, Claudio Petronelli, Paul Novak, Noeline Bradley, Lake Falconer, Gordon
Blair, Heather Wagstaff

JULY ANNIVERSARIES: Johannes Graaf, Judith Vodanovich, Annie Haddock, Chrissy Smith, Fr Bill Corcoran, Robert Butcher,
Maurice Crowley, Teresa Crowley, Shaun Crowley

TODAY’S READINGS First: Deuteronomy 30.10-14 Second: Colossians 1.15-20 Gospel: Luke 10.25-37
NEXT SUNDAY 20 July First: Genesis 18.1-10a Second: Colossians 1.24-28 Gospel: Luke 10.38-42
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