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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR
Monday 16 March

9.00am  C/s Holy Family
Tuesday 17 March

9.30am  Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Marys
5.30pm  Older Children
Baptism  Session 2

St Mary’s Church

Wednesday 18 March
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
7.00pm Rite Il St Mary’s

Thursday 19 March
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 20 March

10.30am  Mass Cullinane
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm  Stations of the Cross
St Mary’s
Saturday 21 March
9.00am Rite | St Mary’s
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family
6.00pm  Parish Quiz Night

St Mary’s Hall

Sunday 22 March
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING DATES

Chrism Mass 31 March
The Cathedral Palmerston North

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office
Jo Boult 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest

Fr Craig Butler 021272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608

Catholic Parish of Whanganui
Fourth Sunclay of Lcnt

15 March 2026

The Catholic Parish of Whanganui

LORD, LET ME SEE AGAIN

Today’s Gospel tells the story of the healing of a man who was born blind. It’s
more than just an account of a miracle - it’s a description of what happens to
those who become followers of Christ. Like the Samaritan woman at the well, in
last week’s gospel, this story is about baptism and invites us to reflect on what
it means to live as “children of the light.” When Jesus’ disciples assume the
man’s blindness must be punishment for sin, Jesus puts them right, saying
neither the man nor his parents sinned. Rather, this healing reveals God’s glory.
The emphasis on the man being ‘blind from birth’ highlights how radical the
change is. In healing his eyesight, Jesus is not only improving the man’s life but
marking the beginning of a whole new life for him.

Jesus, who is the “Light of the World” brings light into our world that is both
physical and spiritual. After anointing the man’s eyes with mud and sending him
to wash in the pool of Siloam, the man’s eyesight is not restored but given to
him. In other words, the man can now see for the first time, signifying a new
creation. The man’s neighbours argue
about whether this is truly the same man
they knew, because the transformation
he’s undergone has made him hard to
recognise. In the same way, genuine
Christian conversion should make a visible
difference to the person. When he was
brought before the Pharisees (the self-
proclaimed guardians of religious
orthodoxy) the man’s healing s
considered breaking the law of Moses,
because it happened on the Sabbath. For
Jesus, failing to heal the man would be a
failure to love, which is the higher law.
Having experienced Jesus’ healing, the man comes to the realisation that Jesus
must be from God. For the Pharisees, who refuse to see (what'’s right in front of
them) they argue that the man was not born blind. It’s at this point that the man
is transformed. Now filled with the Spirit of courage he insists to the pharisees
that he was born blind and now he can see. Even more boldly, he asks whether
his interrogators want to become Jesus’ disciples! This man was clearly no
longer afraid. When they meet for a second time, the man confesses to Jesus
“Lord | believe!” This man now sees with faith, while those who claim to see, the
proud and closed minded, remain blind to the power and goodness of God.
Through baptism we become children of the light, moving from darkness to light
so that we may truly see. Even if we’ve been baptised, sometimes we choose
darkness over light, by looking the other way. How often do people turn away
from suffering? If this is you, | encourage you to pray the blind man’s plea. “Lord,
let me see again.” Following the second world war, people were quoted saying,
if they were around in the early days of Nazi Germany, they would have
protested against what was happening. | think we are in a similar situation right
now, except we are half a world away from the evil. In these last few weeks of
Lent, may we be healed of our blindness, renewed in spirit and given the courage
to live what we believe. Fr Craig
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BEHOLD LENTEN COMPANION | Fourth Week of Lent Behold — Seeing with Eyes Made New “I was blind and now | see.”
This week, we ask Christ to open our eyes to His light and grace. The Behold Lenten Companion helps us notice God’s
quiet work within us and grow in gratitude. Joy is born from encounter with Christ. Behold the Light. Download this
week’s resource at https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Behold-2026-Fourth-Week-of-
Lent.pdf

ASHES TO HOPE| Caritas Lent Webinar Series. Journey through lent with New Zealand’s Catholic Bishops and others of
the faith as they guide us in prayer and reflection on each Sunday’s Gospel. Wednesdays in lent, 7:30pm to 8:30pm.
The next webinar, ‘The Man Born Blind’ with Bishop Paul Martin, will be on Wednesday 18 March. Registrations are now
open: visit www.caritas.org.nz/lent-webinars

FORTY DAYS & FORTY NIGHTS Growing in maturity of Faith accompanied by Food For Faith through Lent with daily
reflections at www.foodforfaith.org.nz

LENTEN COLLECTION Caritas envelopes are available in the church foyers. This collection provides a fund which the NZ
Bishops use for emergency aid and development, projects particularly in Oceania.

CHRISM MASS | Save the Date This year’s Chrism Mass will be held on Tuesday 31 March, 12:05pm at the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit. Everyone is welcome.

REOPENING OF ST JOSEPH’S CHAPEL JERUSALEM AND HOME OF COMPASSION OLD CONVENT 19 March
Starting at 11am. Mass will be at 12.45pm. All are most welcome.

PILGRIMAGE TO HIRUHARAMA | Saturday 11 April 2026

A new date has been confirmed, and we are continuing to take expressions of interest for our second pilgrimage to
Hiruharama. We look forward to sharing this beautiful journey of faith together. If interested, email bishop-
pa@pndiocese.org.nz with your name, parish and phone number.

PARISH COUNCIL- met last week continuing its focus on supporting renewal within the Parish. We will soon be sharing a
talents and skills questionnaire following up the areas of parish life that were identified in the earlier survey. We also
reviewed the synodal process we used for the recent parish meeting on posture during the Mass. Participants have
reported this was a positive experience and there is a desire to use the synodal process again. John McMenamin Parish
Council Chair

CULLINANE COLLEGE- Proposed Enrolment Scheme for new students to Cullinane College. The Ministry of Education is
holding a hui at Cullinane College on Thursday the 19th of March at 5pm to share details of the proposed enrolment
scheme with the school and wider community. Online consultation will then be open from 19 March 2026 to 30 April
2026 via the Ministry's Consultation Hub. (Search 'Ministry of Education - Have Your Say' and then 'Cullinane College'.)
Questions and comments can also be forwarded to John Dale, Senior Advisor Network john.dale@education.govt.nz

SVDP The Holy Family Conference of St Vincent de Paul will be selling raffle tickets for their Easter Raffle
before and after Masses starting on Saturday/Sunday 14/15 March (for 3 weekends) $2 a ticket or $5 for 3
tickets. Thank you for your prayers of support while the Shop is awaiting repairs.

PARISH QUIZ NIGHT We are starting out strong with our first Parish Quiz Night of the Year. Saturday 21st March at Saint
Mary’s Church Hall 7om-9pm. Come along for a fun family friendly event.

Tickets are $10 per person at the door and money will go towards supporting our young people to attend events. You
can make a team or you can come along and we will find you a team to join.

ALPHA 2026. Starting term after Easter for 11 weeks on Wednesday evenings.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH — The Summer roster for next week is the Pat Garforth’s team. For further information
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP Dates for term one: 22 March, 29th March 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall —
There is no Youth Group on the 15th March R @
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily. Come to the What's Happening for our Youth Gathering
to find out more and keep an eye on this space for dates coming out soon.

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Eileen Seconi, Luise Mathijssen

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES Fr Harry Costello, Maulu Fa’i, John Cvitanovich, John Harrison, Katherine Haddock, Gordon
Wham

TODAY’S READINGS First: 1 Samuel 16.1b, 6-7, 10-13, Second: Ephesians 5.8-14 Gospel: John 9.1-41

NEXT SUNDAY 22 March First: Ezekiel 37.12-14 Second: Romans 8.8-11 Gospel: John 11.1-45
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