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JOY 

 

Like Lent, Advent is a penitential season. The colour for this season is purple and it's 
given to us to help us prepare to celebrate Christ's birth and his return at the end of 
time.  During this season, the church encourages us to embrace some form of self-
discipline which will lead to a genuine experience of renewal. This denial is not meant 
to make us sad. This Sunday is referred to as ‘Gaudete Sunday’. The word gaudete 
means 'rejoice' and is signified by the rose/pink colour of the candle in our Advent 
Wreathes.   In the first reading from today's Mass, the prophet Zephaniah proclaims: 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will 
renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.  
(I hope you get to hear him singing to you this week:) 
 

It's been said that joy should be the basic mood of the Christian - not something 
artificial or forced, but something that bubbles up naturally from our sharing in 
Christ’s life. Our faith is a serious thing and we do well to treat our faith seriously. 
Unfortunately, some Christians think they are not living a good Christian life, unless 
they are suffering. More than this, some think that being a Christian means actively 
seeking pain and suffering as the price for a better life to come.  This is a gross 
misunderstanding of God's grace. Why? Because the whole purpose of Jesus’ coming 
was to transform our suffering, bringing freedom, joy and peace to people here and 
now - not only in the future!  And, salvation is a gift. We cannot earn it. 
 

Similarly, I've heard it said that a sad 
Christian is a contradiction in terms. That's 
not to say that we are called to smile all the 
time.  Pain, sickness, failure and loss are all 
part of a fully human life.  Grieving and 
letting go are important part of being fully 
human, but they are, in a sense, temporary 
setbacks. Our faith tells us that every 
experience we have is touched by God and 
with the eyes of faith, suffering can bring 
meaning. Once that meaning is discovered 
and accepted, inner joy and peace can 
return.  

 

The Jesuit Fr Tony de Mello says in his book 
Awareness: “We have everything we need 
here and now to be happy.”  We have ten 
days till Christmas.  I encourage you to use 
these days left to consciously look out for these moments of grace. In other words to 
become more aware of the everyday, ordinary goodness with which we are 
surrounded and then give thanks. Make this awareness your goal and then every time 
you encounter this goodness, this kindness, this grace, smile and say thank you to our 
God (and the tired cashier working at Warehouse).  And then, I'm certain that when 
we finally do meet our Lord face to face, we won't be able to stop smiling.   
 

The photo above is of a Christian and a good friend of mine, named Christine and her 
family.  Christine (bottom right) has had cancer for the past five years and despite everything she's had to go through, her 
deep faith and obvious joy has positively impacted many people, including her family and her friends.  This photo was 
taken just before she died last week.  Fr Craig 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 16 December 
9.30am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 17 December 
9.30am  Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 18 December 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
7.00pm Rite II Reconcil’n 
 St Mary’s  
 

Thursday 19 December 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 20 December 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 21 December 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 22 December  
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s   
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Monday 23rd December 
5.30pm Rite 1 Reconcil'n  
 St Mary’s 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


CHRISTMAS DUES SPECIAL COLLECTION- Many thanks to parishioners who in the past have contributed to the Christmas 
Dues/Offerings Special Collection. The Special Collection planned giving envelopes gifted on Christmas Day are for this 
collection. The collection is given to the Clergy Trust Fund to support the priests of the Diocese. There are also specially 
marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit to CPOW BNZ 020630 0288029 01 your name 
as payee, and ‘Dues’ as reference. Your support and help is always appreciated! 
The blessing of Christmas be with you all and your loved ones. Fr. Brian Walsh (Chairman of the Clergy Trust Fund) 
 

HOLY FAMILY CHRISTMAS CHOIR: There will be a practice this Thursday, 19th December 7-8.00pm for anyone interested 
in joining the choir to prepare for our Christmas Eve Mass. All singers and musicians are very welcome. 
 

ST MARY’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR: Christmas Mass Choir practices will be Wed 18th at 7 pm and Sunday 22nd after the 
5.30pm Mass.  All singers are most welcome. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
Monday 23 December 
St Mary’s  Rite I Reconciliation 5.30pm    
Jerusalem Christmas Mass  7.00pm 

   (Carols 6.30pm)   
 Tuesday 24 December 

St Mary’s  Rite I Reconciliation 11.00am 
St Mary’s  Christmas Eve Mass 7.00pm  

   (Carols 6.30pm) 
Holy Family  Christmas Eve Mass 9.30pm  

     (Carols 9.00pm) 
Wednesday 25 December 
St Mary’s    Christmas Day Mass 9.30am 
Kaiwhaiki Marae Christmas Day Mass  10.00am 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES AROUND THE DIOCESE-If you’re travelling this Christmas, Mass times across the Diocese are at 

www.pndiocese.org.nz/pastoral/masstimes 
 

HEALING YOUR SOUL – please take advantage of the various opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
this coming week. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Leah Whitton and Cage Harrison-Milner who were baptised on Sunday 8th December at St Marys 
Church. And congratulations to Keanu Anderson who was confirmed on Sunday 8th December at St Mary’s Church. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL HOLY FAMILY CONFERENCE- Christmas Raffle results:  
1st: #461 Greg Arrowsmith 2nd: #125 Moya Ericcson 3rd: #427 Maureen Beard 4th: #139 B O'Leary  
5th: #207 Joan Sullivan 6th: #321 Tony Condor A huge THANK YOU is extended to all parishioners who 
supported our Christmas Raffle by either providing prizes or buying tickets in our raffle.   Thank you, also, to 
all parishioners who support The Vinnies Shop by providing goods for sale and purchasing goods throughout the year. 
We wish you all a blessed, holy and peaceful Christmas with your loved ones. 
 

YOUTH GROUP will be back next year starting Sunday 9th February. See you all then. 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP will restart on Thursday 23rd January. 
 

YOUTH RAFFLE -Congratulations to Pat Steward who won the Youth Raffle basket.  
Thank you once again for everyone who supported this raffle. 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS- Are available at the office. $15.00 each 
 

BIBLE DIARIES are available at the office. $20.00each. (See Church notice board for bible and payment details). 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH- Many thanks to all those who have contributed over the past year and then at this busy time came up 
trumps with all ingredients requested for the extra Christmas lunch.  You are amazing and greatly appreciated. Co-ordinating Team. 
 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT 
Tui Motu Group-Where articles from the current Tui Motu magazine are explored and discussed with Liz Hickey rsj Wed 11 Dec 4-
5.15pm Meri Kirihimete – Christmas Liturgy Please bring a non-perishable food item to assist those in need at this time. Sun 15 Dec, 
4-5pm To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: John Wicky, Doris Lewis, Luitgard Reifenberger-Sundaralingham 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Glenn Quayle, Susan Simpson, Lynair Burling, Eileen Hoskin, Faith Haddock, Bernadette 
Thompson, Betty Bourke 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First Reading Zephaniah 3.14-18a Second Reading Philippians 4.4-7 Luke 3.10-18 
NEXT SUNDAY 22 December First Reading Micah 5.2-5a Second Reading Hebrews 10.5-10 Luke 1.39-45 
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