
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
24 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

            15 September 2024 
 

 

FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION 
 

Following on from this year’s Social Justice theme of Forgiveness and Reconciliation, 
the following is an introduction from the source material produced by Caritas NZ. The 
Lord’s Prayer is one of the oldest Christian prayers, taught by Jesus in the Gospels.  
A key theme of the prayer is 
forgiveness – both asking for 
forgiveness from God and pledging to 
forgive others. Jesus made the 
ultimate sacrifice on the cross to 
forgive us our sins. Pope Francis 
discussed this in his Angelus address 
of 17 September 2023: “Forgiving is 
not, therefore, a good deed that we 
can choose to do or not do; forgiving 
is a fundamental condition for those 
who are Christians.”  Pope Francis 
then explained the link from 
forgiveness to peace: “God gave his 
life for us, and in no way can we repay 
him for his mercy, which he never 
withdraws from his heart. However, 
by forgiving one another, we can bear 
witness to him, sowing new life 
around us. For outside of forgiveness there is no hope; outside of forgiveness there 
is no peace. Forgiveness is the oxygen that purifies the air of hatred. Forgiveness is 
the antidote to the poisons of resentment; it is the way to defuse anger and heal so 
many maladies of the heart that contaminate society.” Forgiveness and reconciliation 
are prominent throughout the scriptures, especially in Jesus’ ministry. The parable of 
the prodigal son particularly emphasises the boundless mercy and forgiveness of God 
when we reconcile ourselves to him after sin. In the Church this is manifested through 
the sacrament of reconciliation, or confession.  The sacrament of reconciliation 
restores our relationship with God, and guides us in how to mend broken 
relationships with other people. Following the example of the sacrament we should 
celebrate the chance to reconcile, rebuild our relationship, and take steps to ensure 
the wrongdoing will not happen again. A framework for forgiveness and 
reconciliation can also be found throughout Catholic social teaching principles. 
Participation is important to bring everyone to the table; human dignity compels us 
to connect on a fraternal level to forgive; the common good gives us the imperative 
to ask to be forgiven; reconciliation is built through solidarity; and promotion of peace 
lets us extend reconciliation through our communities.  A Māori term for forgiveness 
is murunga hara. Murunga hara is a modern phrase that literally refers to wiping away 
(muru) of wrongdoing (hara). This phrase is very closely tied to reconciliation – the 
word muru comes from a traditional practice to reconcile families after wrongdoing.  
If one person or family wronged another, the practice of muru allowed the wronged 
party to take goods from the wrongdoer sufficient to restore their position before 
they were wronged. This provided a way to restore wrongs without leading to 
vengeance or violence, and wipe clean the slate to reconcile the relationship. 
Through muru, righting a wrong leads to forgiveness and reconciliation and… 
forgiveness and reconciliation leads to real peace. Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand 
2024 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 16 September 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 17 September 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 18 September 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 19 September 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 20 September 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 21 September 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 22 September 
9.30am   Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
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YOUTH GROUP 
Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith, Friends 
and Pizza!!  
 

 
 
 

First Communion 
 
Congratulations Martha Dela Cruz, Savana, Bryan 
and Rohann Togy, George Anderson, Emily Stewart, 
Jace Kui, Christopher Graham, Ann Nazareth, 
Isabella Aneesh, Emmanuel Shiju and Alice Williams 
who made their First Communion last Sunday. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year of prayer 2024 | Towards Jubilee 2025 
Some great resources have been added to the Diocesan Year of Prayer webpage, and there is now a handy menu at the 
top of the page to easily navigate to the different sections. Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 
2025 at https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-2025/ 
 

Becoming Catholic- RCIA Session 2 Thursday 19 September at 5.30pm at St Marys Church. 
 

Job Vacancy | Accounts Administrator-The Diocese of Palmerston North is looking for an experienced Accounts 
Administrator (12 months fixed term) to work with the team in the collection of Attendance Dues for Catholic schools in 
the region.  For a job description email Mary Sutton on msutton@pndiocese.org.nz or for more information please contact 
Mary on 06 354 1780 ext 849.  Applications close 20 September. 
 

Whanganui Marist Rugby, Netball hockey Club Social Event. Sat 21st September. All welcome. Clubrooms open 
immediately after Wanganui vs Waiarapa Bush Heartland match. 
 

Community Choir Concert Saturday 21st September at 2pm at St Marys Church followed by afternoon tea. $20 adults, 
Seniors $15, Students $10, Children free 
 

Unfortunately, a car was stolen at the 5.30pm Mass last Sunday at Holy Family Church.  It was locked. This is a timely 
reminder to stay vigilant and take care not to leave valuables in your car as there are always opportunists at the least 
expected places. 
 

Josephite Retreat  
Community Liturgy –What is it, to thrive; exploring fulness of life. Sun 15 Sep 4-5pm 
Waiata, Kōrero and Karakia-Join us in celebrating Maori Language Week with Maramapai Stark-Simon & Lynaire Simon Tues 17 Sep 
9.30-12pm 
Tui Motu Group-Where articles from the current Tui Motu magaziine are explored and discussed. Wed 18 Sep 4- 5.15pm with Liz 
Hickey rsj 
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

Homeless Hub Outreach—The SOUP roster for next week is the Jo Smilie’s Team.  

Further information contact Maureen Beard 027 491 2168 Pat Garforth 027 491 
9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: King Tuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII, Peter Gresham, 
Mary Gibson (Murphy), Rosalie Coakley, Bishop Denis Brown, Elikutly Mathew 
 

September ANNIVERSARIES: David McEwen, Margaret Bonisch, Trevor McKernan, 
Colin Tasker, Stuart Tasker,  
Patricia Kavanagh, Patricia Connors, Megan Connors 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 15 Sept First Reading Isaiah 50.5-9 Second Reading James 2.14-18 Gospel Reading Mark 8.27-35 
SUNDAY READINGS 22 Sept First Reading Wisdom 2.12, 17-20 Second Reading James 3.16- Gospel Reading Mark 9.30-37 
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