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While driving to Auckland I saw the effects of the “great pothole repair” 
campaign. I was told of a recent 55 minute trip to Bulls It will be great when 
all the roadworks are complete. 
 

I received an e-mail this morning wondering about Mass time for Ash 
Wednesday. These two things reminded me that I need to begin to prepare 
myself for Lent and plan my activities. What I am wondering are the things 
that need to change in my life. My prayer, is it up to standard or have I 
developed some bad habits or put off praying when I should? My works of 
charity, am I giving to needy people and causes as generously as I should, 
do I go out of my way to help those in need? My care of the sick, am I 
keeping to my plan of visitation or am I getting lax, putting it off for another 
day or making excuses? My neighbours, do I make time to stop and chat, 
pass the time of day for their good? Courtesy and patience on the road, am I 
patient, thoughtful, careful and a safe driver? 
 

These are some of my questions. I wonder whether you have some. 
I have also learned that it is very easy to slip backwards after Lent and let 
some of the changes revert, that is, I don’t always keep up the good work. So 
I try to use Easter as both a time of personal rejoicing over any Lenten 
achievements, but make sure I keep the changes permanently. 
 

One thing I have learned about Lenten exercises. While they should be 
challenging they should also be achievable! I hope this may help your 
planning for Lent and Easter. 
 

As you know, I keep you all in my prayers, especially those who have been in 
hospital or a sick, Father John. 
 
PILGRIMAGE TO HIRUHARAMA/JERUSALEM | Expressions of Interest 

                                                                                                                                   
Join us for the first Year of Jubilee 
pilgrimage to Hiruhārama/Jerusalem 
on Saturday 8 March, traveling by 
van with stops at significant 
locations along the way. 

 

Departure: ~9am from the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, returning ~5pm. 
 

Cost: to be confirmed. 
Expressions of Interest:  
Due by 20 February. Email to: 
bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz 
Include your name, parish, and 
phone number. 
 
Option to join at any stop along the 
route or meet at Hiruhārama. 
 
 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 17 February 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 
Tuesday 18 February 

9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 19 February 

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 20 February  
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 21 February 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 22 February 
9.30am  C/S St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 23 February  
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Tuesday 4 March 
5.30-6.30pm St Mary’s 
First Reconciliation Session 1 
  
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


RITE OF ELECTION| Save the Date 
The Rite of Election for the Diocese will be celebrated on Sunday 9 March, 2pm at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit. Bishop John invites all members of the Diocese of Palmerston North to this important event. RSVP by 
20 February to Donna Brown, pastoral@cathedral.org.nz. 
 
CATHEDERAL CENTENARY| March 2025 
The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit will be celebrating 100 years in March! There will be 
a free event on the weekend of 21 – 22 March to mark this special occasion. 
Everyone is welcome – see the attached flyer for more details. 

 
CATHNEWS NEW ZEALAND: The Bishops Conference this week launched the 
renewed CathNews New Zealand project. This ministry supports Catholics and 
people interested in the Church in accessing news and other content of interest. It 
draws from material that has already been published and includes original content. 
The best way to receive CathNews New Zealand is by signing up to the newsletter, 
which is sent on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Visit the CathNews New Zealand 
website and sign up at https://cathnewsnz.com  
  
GENE TECHNOLOGY BILL: The New Zealand Parliament is currently considering changes to legislation 
related to gene technology and genetic editing. The Nathaniel Centre for Bioethics, a Catholic agency, and the 
InterChurch Bioethics Council have prepared a resource to explain this complex area of science and law. The 
Parliament is receiving submissions on the Gene Technology Bill until next Monday, February 17. Find out 
more at: https://bit.ly/ICBCNathaniel 
 
YEAR OF JUBILEE 2025- Jubilee of Artists | Art Trail 
The Jubilee of Artists will take place on 15 – 18 Feb 2025. To celebrate, parishes across the 
diocese will be participating in an Art Trail to showcase the sacred artwork present in our 

churches. This free event is not just for the weekend, but will continue throughout the Year of 
Jubilee 2025. More information will be availalbe at www.pndiocese.org.nz/ArtTrail. 
 
DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE May 23-25 2025 Auckland Fr Chris Alar - Keynote Speaker 
Divine Mercy NZ is excited to be bringing back to New Zealand Fr Chris Alar MIC from the US plus several 
other international speakers. Registrations are essential;  www.divinemercyconference2025.co.nz 
Pat Barrett 03 359 2087  info@divinemercy.co.nz 
 
YOUTH GROUP - Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Saint Mary’s Hall. 
Come along for Fun, Faith, Friends and Pizza!! . 
 
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 
7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Marianne Vine’s Team.  
Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 
JOSEPHITE RETREAT 
Community Liturgy - What is a Pilgrim of Hope? Sunday 16 Feb 4-5pm                
Pilgrims Creative Journey Join us for a 6 week course that will connect you with your rich soul world of the 
visual journal inspired by the Soul Pages method. BYO craft supplies. with Tracey Young  
Tues 18 Feb 10am-2pm,  Koha        
Celebrating Aotearoa/NZ Women Film: Celia. Celia Lashlie, who was an impassioned advocate for the at risk 
and vulnerable who challenged the establishment. Friday 21 Feb 1.30pm 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Helen Codlin, Louise Smith, Celia Barent, Michael McMenamin 
 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES: Anne Wham, Bernard Gudsell, Beverley Sandlant, Nat O’Neill, Jackie O’Neill, 
Henry Gallagher, Joan Triplow, David Haddock 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First Reading Jeremiah 17.5-8 Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15.12, 
16-20 Gospel Reading Luke 6.17, 20-26 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 23 February First Reading 1 Samuel 26.2,7-9,12-13, 22-25 Second Reading 1 Corinthians 
15.45-50 Gospel Reading Luke 6.27-38 
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