Catholic Parish of Whanganui

THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 17 March
9.00am Mass Holy Family

Tuesday 18 March
9.30am Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 19 March
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 20 March
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s

Friday 21 March
10.00am Mass St Joseph'’s

Cullinane
11.20am Rite | St Mary’s
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Stations of the Cross
St Mary’s

Saturday 22 March

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 23 March

9.30am Mass St Mary’s
12.00pm Mass Ranana
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

Upcoming Events

Tuesday 25 March
5.30-6.30pm St Mary’s
First Reconciliation Session 4

Tuesday 15 April Chrism Mass
12.05 Mass of the Qils
Cathedral Palmerston

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872

admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021272 4401
Assistant Priest

FrJohn 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608
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Good things have happened this week Among them, the arrival of
Father Aliston who will be with us until the end of April. He bring many
skills to us, one of which is helping deepen our understanding of our
faith and relationship with Christ. You will see from the notice below that
he will be talking about forms of prayer next Wednesday (place and time
below). Formation in faith is one of his great gifts so we can all take this
providential opportunity to engage in deepening our faith. He will be
helping in all aspects of the parish life. | and Father Craig are very
grateful for his help.

Father Craig has begun his leave. | am sure you will join with me in
praying for a healing restorative and happy time.

And, Lent is well under way. In the nature of life | am finding some of
the things | have undertaken easy to manage. Some are habits from
previous Lents, others are new to me. | have decided to make more
time for reading to help me to do my job better. Listening to others
Lenten experiences | am hearing good things. It gives me great
encouragement to hear this. Thank you.

You are in my daily prayers, Father John.

LENTEN AND EASTER TALKS

On Wednesday evenings until the end of April Father Aliston will give
various talks. The first talk will be on theme prayer. There will also be
some time for Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. We begin at 7
pm and end at 8 pm. If you have thoughts about matters for discussion
please let Father John know.

POPE FRANCIS celebrated the twelfth anniversary of his election as
Pope. Please continue to remember him in your prayers.

SR LEE T TAN’S LIFE VOWS - An invitation is extended to parishioners
to attend Sr Lee T Tan’s Life Vows as a Sister of St Joseph on Saturday,
29 March 2025 in St Mary’s Church at 11am, followed by light lunch in
the St Mary’s Hall. If you are coming to both the ceremony and the
lunch, please RSVP by 21st March to Karen during office hours on 06
345 5047 Ext 2, or Colleen 027 420 0834.

CHRISM MASS-The Chrism Mass for the Palmerston North Diocese will be
celebrated on Tuesday 15 April, 12:05pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.
All welcome.

ST PATRICKS DAY — Tuesday March 17%.
Mass at Holy Family at 9am.
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O’Shea Shield 2025 May 15th - 17t Cullinane College, Whanganui

Cullinane College is privileged to be hosting O’Shea Shield, one of New Zealand’s
oldest intercollegiate competitions. Catholic Colleges from across the Wellington and
Palmerston North Diocese compete in public speaking, drama and debating events
throughout the weekend. Cullinane College only has the opportunity to host once every
17 years, so this is a very auspicious and prestigious event for us, our Parish and the wider Whanganui
community. We would like to extend an invitation to our parishioners to be part of this event. This may be in the
way of support or attendance over the weekend, or perhaps taking the opportunity to contribute sponsorship,
providing goods for koha bags for the participants or maybe a donation to assist with the cost of running this
event. We are expecting approximately 500 people at this event so your assistance would be greatly
appreciated by the organising committee. Please contact Aileen Quirk, Principal’s PA, at the college if you
would like to offer support or contribute.

FIRST RECONCILIATION-The third session is on Tuesday 18th March at 5.30 pm at St Marys Church.

FOOD BANK: Supplies are very low at present. Urgently needed: Tea, coffee, spaghetti, toilet paper,
toothpaste, soap. Leave your goods in the foyer at St Mary’s Church. Thank you

CATHEDRAL CENTENARY| March 2025 The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit will be celebrating 100 years this
March! There will be free events on the weekend of 21-22 March to mark this special occasion, featuring
cultural food stands and a musical festival with a variety of different groups 10am-4pm. Mass is at 9am on
Saturday. Everyone is welcome.

TUMANAKO- With the final edition of WelCom printed last month, our diocese has been working alongside the
NZ Catholic Bishops Conference to produce a monthly print newsletter. This will feature selected news from
our diocese, along with national news from the NZCBC. To sign up for the online version of Tumanako, visit
www.pndiocese.org.nz and scroll to the bottom, where you’ll find a button labelled ‘Receive our newsletter’.

CARITAS LENT REFLECTION PROGRAM - for more information go to www.caritas.org.nz/lent-resources

CATHOLIC CHARITIES FUND March 2025 Funding Round

Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social
Services are invited to apply for funding from the Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall
Foundation through the Diocesan Allocations group.

Applications are now open and are due by Monday 31 March 2025. Application forms and more information can
be found here:https:/pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/ or
please contact reception@pndiocese.org.nz.

CONFIRMATION - Starting Monday 5 May from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM.

Parent Session Sunday 4th May 11am Saint Mary's Church Whanganui; Parents attendance required
Confirmation sessions-5:00 pm to 9:00 pm Sessions are held from 6-8pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
Palmerston North we will travel to and from Palmerston for these combined sessions.

Confirmation camp Friday, 20 - Sunday, 22 June 2025 Confirmation Mass Sunday, 20th July 2025, at 5.30
pm at St. Mary's Registration Fill In our online form to register.https://forms.gle/YkowvfoDFhVoHZGc6

You will also need to fill in the Catholic Parish of Whanganui Registration form 2025 Confirmation
Reqistration and either email it to admin@cpow.co.nz or hand it in to the office at Saint Mary's Church office.

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8 come along at 4-5.30pm on a Sunday at P
Saint Mary's Church Hall. YounsTeR (@
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday night 6.30- ~  casee®

8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SUMMER roster for next week is Raewyn Hoskin’s Team. Further
information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

JOSEPHITE RETREAT- Caritas Lenten Sharing Group Monday 17 March 2-3.30pm
Tui Motu Group: Wednesday 19 March 4-5.15pm

RECENTLY DECEASED: Shirley Bierman, Heather Graham

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES: Ella Margaret Sullivan, Howard Wilson, Jack Kaveney, Aloha Haami, Beverley
Fearn, Beverley Tasker, Kathryn Haddock, Margaret Shaw, Nancy Francis, Zita Fenerty, Bernard Fenerty, Fr.
Des Levins, Jospehine Boland, John Harrison, Kay Smith

TODAY’S READINGS First: Genesis 15. 5-12, 17-18 Second: Philippians 3.17-4.1 Gospel: Luke 9.28b-36
NEXT SUNDAY 23 March First: Exodus 3.8a, 13-15 Second: 1 Corinthians 10.1-6, 10-12 Gospel: Luke 13.1-9


http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/
https://stmarysnz-my.sharepoint.com/personal/info_catholicparishwhanganui_org_nz/Documents/Documents/Church%20Newsletters/2025%20Newsletters/March%202025/www.caritas.org.nz/lent-resources
https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/
mailto:reception@pndiocese.org.nz
https://forms.gle/YkowvfoDFhVoHZGc6
https://www.catholicparishwhanganui.org.nz/uploads/1/3/3/8/133858178/2025_confirmation_registration.pdf
https://www.catholicparishwhanganui.org.nz/uploads/1/3/3/8/133858178/2025_confirmation_registration.pdf
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
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United in Hope - I te Tamanako o te Kotahitanga

Message from Bishop John

ISSUE 1 - March 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we bid farewell to WelCom, 1
wish to take this opportunity to
acknowledge the deep gratitude

we owe to all those who have
contributed to this publication

over the years. WelCom has been a
cherished source of news, reflection
and formation, faithfully serving
our diocese and the Archdiocese of
Wellington. It has connected us as a
community, kept us informed about
the life of the Church and helped us
grow in our faith.

While it is always difficult to

say goodbye, I want to assure

you that our commitment to
communicating the Good News
remains steadfast. In light of this, I
am pleased to announce the launch
of a print edition of Timanako, in

collaboration with the New Zealand
Catholic Bishops Conference.

Tamanako — meaning “hope” — has
been an important online newsletter,
sharing stories of faith, highlighting
the work of our communities and
ministries, and providing resources
for spiritual growth. The new

print edition will carry the same
content as the online version, along
with key national news from the
NZCBC, ensuring that all members
of our community — especially
those without easy access to digital
resources — can stay connected and
informed.

The print edition of Tadmanako aims
to fill the gap left by the closure of
WelCom, continuing its mission of
sharing the life and work of the

Church in Aotearoa New Zealand. As
always, I encourage you not only to
read Tamanako, but to contribute to
it. Our faith is strengthened by the
voices and experiences of our people,
and I invite you to share your stories,
reflections and news items so that we
may continue to support and inspire
one another.

Thank you for your ongoing
support and prayers as we embrace
new ways of staying connected

as a diocese. May we, as a faith
community, continue to be a people
of hope, strengthened by the love
of Christ and the fellowship of one
another.

God’s blessings and peace to you all.

Bishop John Adams

Embracing the Jubilee: Pilgrims of Hope at St Matthew’s Marton

At St Matthew’s School in Marton, the 2025 Year of

Jubilee theme, Pilgrims of Hope, was launched in a
meaningful and engaging way through a series of events
led by Principal Tumua Pala’aia. Drawing on Palmerston
North Catholic Education Office resources and their own
knowledge and inquiry, Tumua facilitated a staff formation

day before the school year began, providing teachers
with the opportunity to reflect on the theme, deepen their
understanding of its significance and explore ways to
integrate it into the school’s faith life and curriculum.

To bring the theme to the wider school community, a

whole-school liturgy and learning session was held,
creating a shared space for students and staff to engage
with Pilgrims of Hope.

Recognising the importance of strong connections between
school and whanau, a whanaungatanga afternoon was
also organised, welcoming parents and caregivers into the
school community. The event began with breaking open
the Jubilee theme, Pilgrims of Hope.

tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz



National Seminary Welcomes 14 First-Year Students

Fourteen men recently started their
first year of formal studies for the
priesthood at Holy Cross Seminary
in Auckland.

The men range in age from 19 to 33,
and they are preparing for eventual
ministry across five of the country’s
six dioceses.

Of the 14 in the first-year group, eight
are from Vietnam, three are from
New Zealand and the others are from

Samoa, Argentina and the Philippines.

The human formator at the seminary,
Fr Thanh Tran, said he is thrilled

at the number of seminarians this
year. Overall, there are 26 men in
formation for the priesthood at Holy
Cross, with two of these on pastoral
placement this year.

“It is wonderful to have so many
seminarians this year,” Fr Tran said.

“For me, being the human formator

Jubilee 2025

Dioceses across New Zealand have celebrated the
opening of the Church’s Year of Jubilee 2025, for
which Pope Francis chose the theme “Pilgrims of Hope”.

In addition to local celebrations, which will include visits

here, I get to see 14 first-year
seminarians weekly, one-on-one.
It is time-consuming, but it is a
wonderful problem.”

Fr Tran said the large number of
seminarians has meant the liturgies
at Holy Cross are even more vibrant
than in past years.

And he is hopeful that there will be
similar numbers in the 2026 first-
year intake.

In the 2025 first-year group, there
are many different stories of how
God has brought them to enter the
seminary.

Peter Khoa

When Peter Khoa arrived in New
Zealand from Vietnam in 2022, he
could not speak any English.

He has spent two years learning
the language before entering the
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to key pilgrimage sites around the country, the six bishops of
Aotearoa New Zealand committed to two major pilgrimages in 2025.

The first took place in January, with the pilgrimage concluding when
they joined hundreds of other pilgrims at Totara Point to celebrate the
anniversary of the first Mass on New Zealand shores in 1838.

On August 15, the bishops will gather at the National Shrine to Our Lady
at St Mary of the Angels in Wellington. It was at that first Mass in 1838
that Bishop Jean-Baptiste Pompallier placed New Zealand under the
patronage of Our Lady Assumed into Heaven.

Find out more about local Jubilee Year celebrations at catholic.org.nz
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seminary to prepare for ministry as
a priest of the Auckland Diocese.

“The first six months were very
difficult for me,” he said.

Peter, 31, grew up in a Catholic
family in Vietnam, and attended a
traditional parish.

“The priest there was really holy
and wise and humble, and I wanted
to follow a life like him.”

But when he finished school, he
did not gain sufficient marks in

a seminary entrance exam, so he
went to university and worked as a
graphic designer.

Eventually, the call came to prepare
for priesthood in New Zealand.

“To be honest, the first time I did not
know anything about New Zealand,
but [it was] what I wanted to do, and
what I was waiting for was the call
from God.”

Peter believed that he had inherited
a faith that came to Vietnam
through missionaries from places
like Portugal and France, so why
shouldn’t he follow God’s call to be a
priest overseas?

Jack Fraser-Jones

The youngest of the first-year group
is 19-year-old Jack Fraser-Jones. He
is studying for the Hamilton Diocese.

After finishing high school and
spending a year at university doing
business studies, he wasn’t sure he
was on the right path.

He perceived that many of the good
things in his life were gifts from
God, and he loved his involvement



with the Church. He said that he had
sensed the joy that comes from a “life
lived with Christ”.

With so many people feeling
discouraged at present, Jack wants
to help people get on board with
something that can lead in a more
positive direction.

Dyester Abo-abo

Dyester Abo-abo, 33, a seminarian
for Wellington Archdiocese, was first
attracted to the priesthood when he
was a child in the Philippines.

The qualities of the priests in his
parish, and the faith and witness of
his parents in their involvement with
the parish, helped cultivate a sense
of vocation.

“I met a lot of priests and religious,
and I saw that they were happy. I
thought to myself, that is probably a
good thing to do, but life happened.”

Dyester went to university, gained
his degree and did post-graduate
studies. He lectured at the university
and worked as a psychologist.

Being at a Jesuit university, there
was a strong sense of discernment
around, so the idea of a vocation
never left him.

“It is like music that is being played
so softly that it takes a certain type of
listening in order to hear it,” he said.

Dyester came to New Zealand
in early 2024 to continue his
discernment journey locally.
He spent the year living in the
presbytery in Island Bay.

In the seminary, Dyester is “taking it
one step at a time”.

“The seminary is a house of
discernment. So, I am hoping that, in
every step of the way, God will lead
me where he wants me to go.”

The other first-year seminarians,
with the diocese for which

they are studying, their age,
country of origin, and previous
occupations are:

Mateo Andrews, Auckland, 23,
Argentina, trainer; Philip Malaitai,
Auckland, 27, Samoa, builder;
Joseph Marr, Auckland, 26,

New Zealand, IT worker;

Paul Nguyen, Auckland, 33,
Vietnam, teaching assistant;
Anthony Nguyen, Auckland, 31,
Vietnam, IT worker; Tuan Nguyen,
Auckland, 27, Vietnam, farmer;
Hung Ha, Hamilton, 27, Vietnam,
manufacturing engineer;

Sam Turnbull, Hamilton, 26,

New Zealand, IT worker;

Sy Nguyen, Palmerston North, 23,
Vietnam, teacher; Kham Nguyen,
Wellington, 26, Vietnam, student;
Pho Vo, Christchurch, 30,
Vietnam, electrical engineer.

Bishops Conference Launches New CathNews Ministry

The New Zealand Catholic Bishops
Conference is excited to launch
CathNews New Zealand, a ministry
designed to share the news, life and
impact of the Catholic Church in this
country.

The Bishops Conference recently
reached an agreement with the
Society of Mary to take on the
CathNews name. Church Resources,
a subsidiary of the Society of Mary,
had managed CathNews since 2011.

The new CathNews will retain many

CaThNews

Sign up to receive
Catholic news in your
inbox twice a week...

cathnewsnz.com

of the characteristics of the previous
project. Its primary focus will be
sharing news about the Church, its
people and its ministries. It will also
explore issues of importance for New
Zealand society and culture.

CathNews New Zealand editor Gavin
Abraham said providing a Catholic
perspective on those issues will help
form and inform readers.

“The Church, inspired by the Gospel,
has an important voice in our
society. Helping share that voice
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Content on this spread provided by the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference

and amplify it within the Catholic
community and beyond will be
central to our mission at CathNews,”
he said.

Content will come from a range

of sources, including mainstream
media, Catholic, Christian and
other faith-based media, as well as
original content from the Bishops
Conference.

“We are pleased to welcome
thousands of subscribers, including
many who had previously received
CathNews,” Mr Abraham said.

“We are also encouraged to have
hundreds of new people sign up for
this ministry.”

Newsletters featuring nine stories will
be sent to subscribers each Tuesday
and Friday morning, with some
exceptions due to public holidays.
The website, at cathnewsnz.com,

will be updated to coincide with the
newsletter schedule.

People wishing to share content for
consideration can email:
cathnews@nzchbc.org.nz

Other enquiries can be sent to
communications@nzcbc.org.nz

tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz



Diocesan Office Restructure
Strengthening Mission and Inclusivity

The Diocese of Palmerston North has
recently undertaken a significant
restructure to align more closely
with its Mission, Vision and Goals.
These changes reflect a commitment
to evangelisation, pastoral care and
inclusivity, ensuring that the Diocese
continues to grow as a welcoming

and spiritually enriching community.

A key development in this
restructure is the appointment of
Emily Sit as the new Director of
Mission and Evangelisation. This
role is dedicated to advancing the
Church’s mission by empowering
diocesan leaders, priests, school
principals and parish communities
in faith formation. Emily will work
closely with parish teams to promote
spiritual renewal, parish visioning
and initiatives that encourage a
strong missionary spirit among the
faithful.

Nick Wilson has been appointed as
Pastoral Services Director, a broader
role that builds upon his previous
experience leading the Diocesan
Young Catholics team. In this role,
Nick will provide leadership and
support to the Bishop, ministries,
chaplaincies and parishes, ensuring
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that pastoral care is delivered
effectively and aligns with the
Diocese’s mission. His work will
focus on fostering a strong Catholic
Christian witness and supporting
people in their faith journey.

A key insight from the diocesan
Synod discernment was the need

for greater inclusivity within the
faith community. As part of this
commitment, David Loving-Molloy
has transitioned into the role of

Pou Arahi o Whakauru - Leader

and Advisor for Inclusiveness. With
nearly 30 years of service as Chaplain
to the Deaf Community, David will
now oversee spiritual growth and
ministry for the Deaf, hard of hearing
and those who experience disability.
His role ensures meaningful
participation in the synodal journey
of the local Church.

This initiative aligns with the global
Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Project
(https://hdsunflower.com), which
promotes awareness and inclusion
for those living with disabilities. The
Diocese is committed to fostering
faith communities that reflect

the universal and unconditional
welcome of God’s kingdom.
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March 2025 Funding Round

Catholic Charities
Foundation

Parish groups, agencies and Church
organisations that provide a helping
hand by supporting families and
social services are invited to apply for
funding from the Catholic Charities
Foundation of Palmerston North and
the Tindall Foundation through the
Diocesan Allocations group.

The priority is to fund Catholic

and community organisations who
are working in areas identified as
priorities by the Catholic Charities
Foundation of Palmerston North
and the Tindall Foundation, and are
aligned with the diocesan goals.

We are charged with the funding
support of groups committed to
social, pastoral, charitable and
educational needs in the diocese.
Applications are judged based on
need, resource availability and the
fulfilment of set criteria.

Applications are now open and are
due by Monday 31 March 2025.

Application forms and more
information can be found here:

https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/
application-for-funding-catholic-
charities-allocations/ or please
contact reception@pndiocese.org.nz.

These changes mark an important
step in strengthening the Diocese’s
mission and ensuring that it continues
to be a place of welcome, faith and
support for all. The commitment to
evangelisation, pastoral care and
inclusivity reinforces the Church’s
role in building vibrant and thriving
faith communities.

5-6 JUBILEE OF THE SICK &
y.\-J:]| HEALTHCARE WORKERS

This weekend we pray for peace, comfort

The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
celebrates 100 years this March!
Join the free event with coffee trucks,
cultural food stalls, music, and more.
All are welcome!

In this Jubilee Year, all faith communities are
invited to participate in 24 Hours for the Lord,
a worldwide day of prayer, reconciliation and
renewal, inaugurated by Pope Francis.
Contact your local parish to find out more.

and healing for the sick, and for continued
strength and grace for all healthcare
workers. Visit www.pndiocese.org.nz/
YearofJubilee2025 for resources.

Events

pndiocese.org.nz
tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz

@) centralcatholic.nz centralcatholic.nz
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