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BE READY AT ALL TIMES 

Today's readings can appear dark and 
foreboding. This kind of literature is known 
as apocalyptic. The readings speak about 
how Christians will be hated and suffer if 
they are true to following Christ.  This is 
nothing new - Christ himself was hated, 
suffered and was killed, because of his 
faithfulness to love. The point of this style 
of writing, is to reassure Christians who are 
suffering now that it is not the end of the 
story.  For disciples of Christ, there 
are two endings to the story of a human 
life, not just one. There is our own end, 
when we die. And then there is the real 
and final end of the story, at the last 
judgment, where each person will see 
themselves as they really are.  Some 
people will be seen for the darkness they 
have chosen and lived. Others will shine 

like the splendour of the stars. The winners in the battle of life, are those who 
have acted with courage and integrity for justice, goodness, and truth.  In today's 
gospel, Jesus is absolutely convinced that everything he has talked about will 
occur during the lifetime of his audience. Jesus expected the political end of 
Israel much sooner than it actually occurred. In our own time, people have 
predicted the end of the world. Remember the Y2K and all the prophecies about 
the end of the world? Many Christians are concerned about the date of the end 
of the world.  We do well to take note of Jesus’ words: “No one knows when, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father”.  The truth is, no 
one knows and so, we are called to be ready at all times. 
 
GIFT OF A TAONGA At the senior prizegiving at Cullinane 
College, the Board of Trustees presented me with a very lovely 
korowai to acknowledge my support of Catholic education in 
this city. I was overwhelmed and very aware of all the Sisters 
of St Joseph who have ministered in this way in Whanganui 
and in other parts of the Palmerston North Diocese. Since 1880 
there have been over 250 of us “Black Joe's", involved here. So 
I felt as if I was standing upon many shoulders when receiving 
this wonderful gift and see it as a gift for us all. The colours are 
those of nature.. vibrant greens, brown and dark blue. It will 
be a truly beautiful and significant treasure shared. Sr Marie 
Skidmore 
 

CONGRATULATIONS MARIE - A GIFT WELL DESERVED! 
 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 18 November 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 19 November 
9.30am C/S Holy Family  
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 20 November 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s  
 

Thursday 21 November 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 22 November 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s 
 Cullinane  
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 23 November 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 24 November 
9.30am   Mass St Mary’s 
12.00pm  Mass Ranana 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday 1 December 
11.00am Parish AGM 
 Parish Hall 
Wednesday 11th December 
2.30pm Anointing Mass 
 St Mary’s  
 (Cup of tea after) 
Wednesday 18th December 
7.00pm Rite II St Mary’s 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


Pastoral Letter In this week of recognition and apology, the New Zealand Bishops have asked that a pastoral 
letter be read at all Masses this weekend. The letter will take the place of the homily, and be followed by a 
litany of lament. Their message is directed to the Catholic faithful who have felt the impact of abuse. The 
message will reference the apology for the Church's past response, and though the serious issues addressed 
may be distressing, they are part of our journey of building a strong safeguarding culture within our Church 
community. 
 
WORLD DAY OF THE POOR  Pope Francis has declared Sunday 17 November 2024 to be the eighth World Day of the 
Poor, with the theme of “The prayer of the poor rises up to God” (Sirach 21:5). Caritas Aotearoa has provided resources 

for this day – find them at https://www.caritas.org.nz/world-day-of-the-poor.   
 

ACN DIOCESAN OUTREACH ASSISTANTS Are you a confident public speaker? Are you looking for flexible part time work? 
Could you share the stories of suffering Christians? Aid to the Church in Need is recruiting for a number of Diocesan 
Outreach Assistants who will deliver monthly presentations in parishes across the Diocese.  For all details visit 
www.aidtochurch.org/work. 
 

YOUTH GROUP Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come 
along for Fun, Faith, Friends and Pizza!!  

 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursday’s 7-9pm. 
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 

LYRIC SINGERS' CONCERT 'In Lighter Vein', Saturday, 23 Nov, 2 pm at 
Trinity Methodist Church.  
 

 

MARIST AGM Sunday 1 December at 11am at Marist Clubrooms Hatrick Street. PLEASE NOTE, THIS IS THE 
SAME DAY AS OUR PARISH AGM 
 

 
 

RED NOVEMBER | A time to pray for and support persecuted Christians.  Red November is an initiative of Aid to the 
Church in Need (ACN), the only international Catholic charity dedicated to supporting suffering and persecuted 
Christians. Bernard from ACN Australia visited the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit on 3 November to speak about the 
organisation’s vital mission to “keep the faith alive” in communities facing violence, persecution, or poverty. He 
encouraged everyone to choose one of three powerful actions: Learn, by signing up for ACN’s international newsletter; 
Pray, using the prayer for persecuted Christians; or Support, by making an offering to the Holy Land Appeal to help 
Catholic families maintain their faith in their homeland. You can do one or all of the above at 
www.aidtochurch.org/holyland. 
 

SAVE THE DATE –RITE OF ELECTION 2025 
All members of the Diocese of Palmerston North are invited to attend next year’s Rite of Election, on Sunday 9 March 
2025, 2pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. More details will follow. 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS- Are available at the office. $15.00 each 
 

ST MARCELLIN SCHOOL CAR BOOT SALE THAT WAS TO BE HELD ON 30TH NOVEMBER HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT Creative Card Making Suitable for beginners and regular crafters alike with Julia Martin Sat 16 Nov 10am-
12.30pm or 1.30- 4pm $10.  Registrations essential. 
Community Liturgy – We Are One Sun 17 Nov 4-5pm  
Nurturing Self-Care Day with Sandra Brunner Sat 23 Nov 10am-3pm $20 
Nurturing Self-Care Day Enjoy and experience a day of self-care and nurturing your body, mind and soul.  We indulge with a foot spa, 
self-massage, aromatherapy, tips to relax, healing, nutrition and more. with Sandra Brunner Sat 23 Nov 10am-3pm, $20 
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The Summer roster for next week is Maureen Beard's Team. Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Bob Wilson, Geraldine Bourke, Alejandro Auxtero, Clodisa Oliva 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Trevor Barnes, Sr Frances Bourke, Andy Mora, Patrick Smith, Blair Gleeson, Fr Paul 
Shannahan, Dianne Scoullar, Carlo Ramirez, Victor Silveira 
 

TODAY’S READINGS Daniel 12.1-3 Second Reading Hebrews 10.11-14, 18 Gospel Mark 13.24-32 

NEXT SUNDAY 17 Nov First Reading Daniel 7.13-14 Second Reading  Revelation 1.5-8  John 18.33-37 
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