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Catholic Parish of Whanganui

THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 18 May
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 19 May
9.30am  C/s Holy Family

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 20 May
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 21 May
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 22 May
10.30am C/s Cullinane

11.20am Reconciliation St M
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 23 May

9.00am Reconciliation St M
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass Holy Family

Sunday 24 May
9.30am Mass St Mary’s

12.00pm Mass Ranana
5.30PM Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

18 May Prayer for Christian Unity
28 May Lector Formation

30 May The Hub Whanganui

2 June First Reconciliation begins

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office
Jo Boult 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest
Fr Craig Butler 021272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608

The Ascension of the | ord
17 May 20264

DON'T JUST LOOK UP - LOOK AROUND AND DO SOMETHING!

Many Christians’ understanding of today’s feast of the Ascension of Jesus into heaven,
is taken from the Acts of the Apostles in which he is seen ascending into a cloud in the
sky. The angel’s message to the disciples: Men of Galilee, why are you standing there
looking at the sky? - Acts 1:11 is a reminder that today’s feast means so much more than
this. Today’s feast is a celebration of Jesus’ glory after his suffering and death. We
celebrate the ongoing presence of the Risen Jesus among us through the Holy Spirit
(whose feast we celebrate next Sunday). Following his ascension, Jesus calls on his
disciples to be living witnesses to his living presence to the ends of the earth.

As baptised Christians, every single one of us has been entrusted with a mission - to be
the living presence of Jesus in our world, through the power of the Holy Spirit - God’s
gift to all who are baptised. Sadly, there are times when we don’t give ourselves fully to
this mission. Like some of the first disciples we stare up into the sky, worried about our
sins and rules and other stuff. Again, we can sometimes live our day-to-day lives, not like
people who fully believe in the resurrection and the hope and joy that it gives, but like
people who easily get
upset by the smallest of
things. Yes we are called to
holiness and sometimes
we fall short but there’s
more to this life than
looking back and worrying.
Today, | would like to share
with you the life story of
one person who gave of
herself fully. Her name is
Gabby Devine. Some of
you will remember her i
great grandmother, \ \ .
Maureen O’Sullivan. \_‘/

Gabby was diagnosed with 5

Ewings Sarcoma - a rare

form of bone cancer in Ja V

2013. At the time of her

diagnosis, Gabby’s tumour ¢ ) ‘a ‘ ’ )

was the size of her entire ’ ' ”

left chest wall. She spent a e e
year undergoing chemotherapy, radiation and major surgery. During this time, Gabby
spent many months in hospital. Looking around she realised how many children were
bored and more importantly how a simple Act of Kindness could brighten someone's
day. And so her idea for Starlit HOPE began in early 2014 to provide random acts of
kindness to children throughout the country. Her response to the mission entrusted to
her has been good news for hundreds, if not thousands of children and their families
ever since. Gabby died in 2015 and she left a legacy of love which has been continued
by her family and friends. | was fortunate to get to know Gabby before she died. In
some ways, she was just like any other child. At the same time, she lived her life to the
full - not selfishly but for others - a living presence of Jesus in our lives. Gabby continues
to be an inspiration to me and all who were blessed to know her.

Like Gabby, we are called to take Jesus’ place in this world and to share the Good News
with others - to make a real difference in bringing others to the Lord, not to stare into
the sky fearing we’re all alone. Fr Craig
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PLEASE PRAY This coming week I’'m joining my seminary classmates for a few days of prayer and reflection. We get together
every five years to eat health food, drink water, tell some lies, fall over and get back up again. | know you will pray - even though
some of what I've just written is not true : ) Thank you Craig

PARISH SKILLS & TALENTS SURVEY We have an online survey which we would encourage you to
participate in. There are hard copies available in the church foyer for those who would rather fill the
form in. Survey closes 25" May. Go to link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B88FKHC or scan QR code.

CARLO ACUTIS RELICS St Carlo Acutis will be at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, 10 —13
June. This weekend’s Mission will include Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, veneration of the relic, and talks.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD at Mass is a marvellous ministry and, it comes with great responsibility. The Lector
(sometimes referred to as the reader) is used by God as an instrument to speak to his people. i.e. When the lector
proclaims the word from Scripture, it is God speaking through them. God can only be heard as well as the lector is well
prepared by practicing the reading and making good use of the microphone and substantial eye contact with people.
These are leaned skills. Our parish is hosting a refresher with a difference on Thursday 28 May at 7.00pm. We have
engaged a Speech and Drama specialist to help us better proclaim the word of God. All lectors are kindly expected to
attend. Maree Adams Ministry of Lector Coordinator

MISSION HUB: Accompanying Others in Faith - Thresholds of Conversion & Evangelising Conversations

How do we journey with others as they move closer to Christ? This May, Mission Hub will explore a practical and hope-
filled approach to accompanying others in faith. Carly Mulqueen will guide us through the “thresholds of conversion” —
helping us recognise where someone might be on their journey and how to enter into meaningful, evangelising
conversations with sensitivity, courage, and trust in the Holy Spirit. This session is in collaboration with the Catholic
Enquiry Centre. Monday 18 May, 7:00-8:30pm (online). All are welcome. Register: bit.ly/missionhubmay2026

Mission Hub is a monthly online space where people from across Aotearoa gather to be formed, inspired, and equipped
for mission in their everyday lives. For more info and past sessions: https://missionhubnz.com/

DIOCESAN HUB: Christ, the Light of Nations Join us for our next Diocesan Hub as we begin exploring Lumen Gentium,
Vatican IlI's great document on the Church. Together, we will reflect on Christ as the Light of Nations, the One who guides
our path, draws us into holiness, and sends us to bear His light to others. The afternoon will include prayer, formation,
small group conversation, and time to be encouraged in faith and mission. Diocesan Hubs are free to attend and open to
all. Saturday 30 May | Whanganui — Register at https://forms.office.com/r/si6GpNKWz9 Location: 1 Campbell Street,
Whanganui 4500 Time: 12:30pm — 4:30pm (lunch provided)

PARISH COUNCIL At its May meeting, the Parish Council discussed a range of initiatives focused on strengthening parish
life, hospitality, and community connection. Topics included support and mentoring for young adults, greater awareness
of hidden disabilities through the Sunflower Community initiative, preparations for the upcoming parish skills and talents
survey, and updates from our Indian Catholic community ahead of the Feast of St Alphonsus. Council also reviewed
important parish projects and fundraising ideas, while continuing work on communication, security, formation, and
outreach within the parish.

A BIG THANK YOU to all those who contributed baking and preserves, all who made cash donations and everyone who
supported the Mother's Day Cake Sale resulting in an appreciated total of $789.00 for parish funds.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH - the SOUP roster for next week is Maree Pye’s team. For further information contact
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637

RECEIPTS & PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES Are available to collect from St Mary’s Foyer or have been emailed to you. If
you would like a hard copy please let the office know.

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall. Please bring a gold coin ranvroRssT
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily. im:?‘?‘““ @

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.

RECENTLY DECEASED: John Dougherty, Brian Hollis, Margaret Hubers, Sr Yvonne Munroe RS)J

MAY ANNIVERSARIES Rita Richardson, Stephen Gallen

TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 1.1-11 Second: Ephesians 1.17-23 Gospel: Matthew 28.16-20

NEXT SUNDAY 24 May First: Acts 2.1-11 Second: 1 Corinthians 12.3b-7, 12-13 Gospel: John 20.19-23
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