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FAITH IS FIRE - FIRE IS DANGEROUS 
People often talk with great affection about “the good old days” This depends to 
some extent on whose days you are talking about. People often think this way when 
justifying the good they remember which was good for them personally, but maybe 
not so good for others. It’s when we are self-satisfied that we tend to be most 
conservative.  
In some people’s minds, Christian faith has come to stand for everything that is safe 
and conservative. One person in my experience described her faith as the still point 
in her turning world.  The author Philip Brooks wrote, “The religion of Jesus has so 
long been identified with conservatism… that it is startling sometimes to remember 
that all the conservatives of his (Jesus’) time were against him; that it was the young, 
free, restless, progressive part of the people who flocked to him.”  I think it’s true to 
say that some people are no longer attracted to the church because they feel the 
fire has gone out. In other words, we as church no longer have fire in our bellies, 
that we are more interested in conserving the past than in engaging with the world 
around us. In the not so distant past, we as a church failed to be prophetic about the 
abolition of slavery, the persecution of Jews, and about democracy and religious 
freedom. 
Vatican II did a good job in teaching 
that faith is a living thing, a verb if you 
like, and not a noun, yet many people 
continue to believe faith as 
something one has, like a possession. 
If you are in secure possession of it 
you are safe and all you have to do is 
be careful not to lose it. There are all 
sorts of influences out there that 
could make you lose your faith, so we we were taught to avoid them like the plague. 
But, faith is something one does. In the words of Jesus - “I have come to bring fire 
on earth.” What is fire? Fire is energy, and it is not safe to have it around. If it makes 
you feel safe, it’s probably not faith. 
During the week I was present at a meeting at which the attendees were on fire for 
parish renewal.  (Not even the parish priest could slow them down:)  I admit that I 
like to see things done well and sometimes the cost is high.  Please pray for renewal 
in our church and in our parish. Renewal which comes from the Holy Spirit will 
produce much fruit and, it will cost - but it will be worth it. Fr Craig (Parish Priest) 
  

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE- (49 Guyton Street) 
Earlier this year we talked about leasing out the grassed area beside the carpark. We 
are going to advertise the bottom grass area for expressions of interest to lease. 
Property Brokers will be putting up a sign next week. The Council had expressed 
interest in developing the land for a carpark, but this is no longer on the table. 

 

Parish Council Eighth Member: 
Jo Anne Balao-as My name is Joani. I am married to my 
wonderful husband, Jonathan, and we are blessed to share 
our lives with our two children, Miguel and Sammuel. God has 
led me to uncover a profound sense of purpose in my life 
through the selfless act of serving others and embracing the 
opportunity to serve Him, including on the Parish Council. 
 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

 
NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 18 August 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 19 August 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 20 August 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 21 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 22 August  
10.00am Mass  St Joseph’s 

Cullinane  
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 23 August 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 24 August 
9.30am  Mass  St Mary’s 
First Holy Communion 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


Important Notice: Scam Texts Claiming to Be from Bishop John Adams 
Dear Parishioners, It has come to our attention that fraudulent text messages are being sent out, falsely claiming to be 
from Bishop John Adams and requesting the purchase of vouchers. Please be assured that Bishop John would never 
request vouchers or financial assistance via text or email. These messages are a scam. If you receive such a message: 
Do not respond. Do not purchase any vouchers. Report the message if possible, through your mobile provider or relevant 
authorities. If you are ever in doubt about a communication claiming to be from the Bishop, please contact the Bishop’s 
office directly for clarification. Thank you for your vigilance and care in helping protect our community. 
With every blessing, Bishop’s Office 
 

PARISH MINISTRY WEBINAR Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is offering a webinar on “Parish Ministry in Aotearoa 
New Zealand” with Emily Sit, the Director for Mission and Evangelisation for Palmerston North. This webinar is on 
Wednesday, 20 August 5:00-6:00pm via Zoom. You are welcome to come to the Parish Centre to participate with others 

or you can register to watch it at home  www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinar2025 
 

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week. Parish renewal 
isn’t just for one person it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 
3-4 October 2025. Register today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com  
Prayer for the Summit – Feast of the Assumption 
As we celebrate The Feast of the Assumption (15 August), we entrust the Hope and Renewal 
Summit to Mary’s care. As Mother of the Church and Star of the New Evangelisation, may she 
lead us to deeper renewal and courageous discipleship. 
Summit Prayer: 
Mary, Mother of the Church and Star of the New Evangelisation, 
we entrust the Hope and Renewal Summit to your loving care. 
You said “yes” to God—teach us to respond with courage and trust. 
You carried Christ into the world—help us carry his hope to others. 
You magnified the Lord—may our lives do the same. 
As Patroness of Aotearoa New Zealand, intercede for our Church. 
Renew our hearts, refresh our leaders, and deepen our love for your Son. 
Amen. 
To learn more go to: hoperenewalsummit.com or email hoperenewal@pndiocese.org.nz 
 

CALLED to LEAD | A Weekend Retreat for All Men 
Join us for this special time of FORMATION and ENCOUNTER, 7pm Fri 10 October – 3pm Sun 12 October. 
Venue: Chosen Valley Christian Camp, Ararimu, Auckland 
Cost: $175pp (includes food and accommodation) 
Contact Mike Lobo (021) 2809285 or Jerome Hardy (027) 2334380 for more information, or visit this link: 
https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/called-to-lead 
MAORI EDUCATION COLLECTION – Sunday, 24 August 2025 
Specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. Alternatively, you can donate via direct credit to the parish 
bank account- St Mary’s BNZ 020630 0288029 01. Please include your name as the payee and use ‘Māori Ed’ as the 
reference. 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Pat Garforth’s Team. Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jocelyn Hollis, Margaret O’Leary, Mary Elizabeth Quin, Angela Collins, Keith Brown, Beveley 
Flanagan 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: Peter Gresham, Josephine Frances Fisher, John Eric Fisher, George Hoskin, Ivan Haddock, 
Margaret Haddock, Lorraine Hartley, Les Foley, Ian Mathieson, Eileen Hickey, Michael Hickey, Mary Watkins 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Jeremiah 38.1-2ab,4-6,8-10 Second: Hebrews 12.1--4 Gospel: Luke 12.49-53 
NEXT SUNDAY 24 August First: Isaiah 66.18-21 Second: Hebrews 12.5-7, 11-13 Gospel: Luke 13.22-30 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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