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NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR
Monday 19 May
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 20 May
9.30am  Mass Holy Family

12.05pm Mass St Marys

Wednesday 21 May
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 22 May
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Friday 23 May
10.00am Mass St Joseph'’s

Cullinane
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 24 May

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 25 May
9.30am Mass St Mary’s

12.00pm Mass Ranana
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

Upcoming Events

Tuesday 27 May
5.30pm Session 2 St Marys

Older Children’s Baptism
Preparation

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872

admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021 272 4401
Assistant Priest

FrJohn 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608

(atholic Parish of Whanganui
Fifth Sundag of [ aster

18 May 2025

A NEW WAY - A NEW LIFE - ANEW WAY OF BEING

Easter is the time when we both remember and celebrate the new life which
has come to us through our Risen Lord. What do we mean by this ‘new life’?
Can you say that you have experienced ‘new life’ this Easter or, for that
matter, in any previous Easter? Are you aware of becoming changed in any
way, for the better this Easter season? Or has the Easter experience simply
passed you by?

The word new appears several times in today’s readings. The passage from
Revelation speaks of a “new heaven”, a “new earth” and a “new Jerusalem”.
Jesus in the Gospel speaks of a “hew commandment”. What's supposed to
be new?

A new life in Christ, of course, is something that can come early or late into
the life of a person. For many saints it came after quite a long period of living
without God. For most of us, it is something that may come in waves. In other
words, it will not be a one off experience, but something that comes at
different stages in our life, each time bringing us to a deeper level of
understanding, insight and commitment.

The new life that the Scripture speaks of is also referred to as conversion, a
turning round - a radical change of
vision and of our priorities in life. It
means new attitudes, new values, new
standards of relating with God and with
people and indeed with our whole living
environment of which we are a part.

In the Gospel Jesus speaks of the
foundation and heart of his teaching
and message. These are his parting
words to his disciples before he goes to
his Passion and death. What is this
message? Is it to be faithful in keeping
the Ten Commandments and leading a
moral life? Not exactly. Does he warn
us to be sure to be in church every Sunday and to go to confession regularly?
Not really. Does he tell us to use all our energies in loving God? Surprisingly,
perhaps, no! What he does tell us is to love other people, and to love them
as he has loved us. This, he says, is a new commandment. The Old
Testament tells us to love God with our whole heart, our whole mind and our
whole soul, and to love our neighbours as ourselves. Jesus has added a
new element in telling us that the true test of discipleship is to love other
people in the same way that he has loved us.

To incorporate that level of love in my life will surely call for a new way of
thinking, of seeing, of behaving and of interacting with other people. And it
will be the test, the only valid test, of whether I truly love God as well.
The disciple of Christ is not primarily an individual person, but a relational
person’. | am defined as a disciple not by how | individually behave, my
personal moral life, but by how | interact with other people. The ‘solitary
Christian’ is a contradiction in terms because the Christian is only to be
measured by the way they loves and that love, by definition, involves other
people. My value as a Christian is determined by how | relate to others.
This, it could be said, is the vital distinction between being a Christian and
being involved in other quasi-religious activities such as yoga, secular
meditation or other ‘New Age’ practices to which many ex-Christians turn.
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(Cont) However, most of these are ‘inner-centred’, aimed at personal peace of mind and developing coping skills
in order to survive in a surrounding society.

Christianity is primarily concerned at reaching out, at building communities whose main concern is together to
work for the transformation of our whole society following Jesus’ new vision of a new world. Adapted from an
article by the Irish Jesuits

50th ANNIVERSARY OF PRIESTLY ORDINATION | Monsignor Brian Walsh

Parishioners and friends are invited to join Mons. Brian to celebrate a Thanksgiving Mass

followed by afternoon tea on Sunday 18 May, 2.30 pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North. All
are welcome, no RSVP required.

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT
Is there more to parish life than just Sunday Mass? Yes—so much

more. H | PE%

The Hope and Renewal Summit is a national gathering for Catholics

across Aotearoa who are ready to rediscover the vibrant, Spirit-filled life RENEWA.
of the Church beyond the pews. Whether you're a parish volunteer, a

parent, a young adult, or someone who simply wants to see their faith
community come alive—this Summit is for you. 2-4 October 2025 (for
Clergy), 3-4 October (for everyone) at the Awapuni Racecourse,

Palmerston North.

Join clergy, parish leaders, and lay people from around the country as we ask bold questions, explore real
answers, and learn how to build thriving parishes where faith is lived, shared, and grown. Early bird registrations
close 15 June. For more information and to register: hoperenewalsummit.com

2ND-4TH OCTOBER 2025 » PALMERSTON NORTH

HIDDEN DISABILITIES SUNFLOWER SCHEME LAUNCH
Our Diocese is proud to support the Hidden Disabilities Sunflower
HIDDE N E Scheme, a powerful symbol of empowerment, respect, and inclusion for
individuals with non-visible disabilities, as well as those with visible
disabilities.
The Sunflower allows people to discreetly indicate they may need
additional support, understanding, or time, helping to create a place where
everyone is recognised, respected, and included.
For more information, visit https://hdsunflower.com/ or contact David Loving-Molloy, Leader and Advisor for
Inclusiveness, at catholic.deaf@pndiocese.org.nz

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-No Youth Group this Sunday 18" May

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP- No Youth Goup this Sunday 18" May. N ¢

CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANUI

0212560608
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION

Session 3. 19 May at S Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from 5pm until 9 pm.
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND RECEIPTS-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer.
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is Joan Sullivan’s Team. Further information
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

JOSEPHITE RETREAT
Pilgrims Creative Journey Tues 20 May 10am-2pm.
Tui Motu Group Wed 21 May 4-5.15pm

RECENTLY DECEASED: His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop Owen Dolan, Ester Peralta, Graeme McBride,
Kate Hays

MAY ANNIVERSARIES: Rosalie Carson, Pat Haddock, Maureen Macdougall, Christine Sproson, Melvin Booth,
Garrod Orsborn, David Hartley

TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 14.21b-27 Second: Revelation 21.1-5a Gospel: John 13.1.31-33a,34-35
NEXT SUNDAY 25 May First: Acts 15.1-2 ,22-29 Second: Revelation 21.10-14, 22-23 Gospel: John 14. 23-29
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