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ROBERT’S RAMBLE  
 

Last week we celebrated the memorial of St Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein), this 
week we remembered St Maximilian Kolbe.  Both were martyred in a concentration 
camp under Nazi regime; St Benedicta because she was a Jew, St Maximilian because 
he wanted to save a man who was condemned to be starved to death.  The saint wanted 
him to have a chance to see his children after the war had ended.  Both call rightly called 
modern martyrs:  Brave and courageous in their faith.  They stand as examples of 
determined faith for us as our world slowly walks away from Christian faith. 
When we are surrounded by a majority of fellow citizens who do not practice faith, we 
find ourselves thrown back on our own resources.  We no longer have encouragement 
from many, even from members of our own families.  I know what it is like to be invited 
to a barbecue on a Saturday night and telling my host(ess) I will be late because I have 
to celebrate Mass.  The looks I sometimes get tell me that this is thought to be silly! 
Bl. Karl Leisner, a deacon in pre-war Germany, tried to establish youth groups under the 
Nazi regime.  Like St John Paul II he found the only way to encourage such groups was 
to take the youngsters on camps where they were free to learn their faith.  He was 
eventually arrested and sent to Dachau.   He was secretly ordained a priest by French 
Bishop Gabriel Piquet, who had been admitted to the camp with the help of local 
religious authorities.  He died shortly after the end of the war.  St John Paul II had this 
to say at his beatification: 
"The courage of his faith and his enthusiasm for Christ must be a stimulus and model 
especially for young people, who live in an environment characterized by disbelief and 
indifference.” 
These wonderful people set us an example one we should imitate every day. 
Enjoy a blessed week, Father John. 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 

Becoming Catholic 
The first meeting of those who wish to explore the Catholic Faith and wish to become 
member of the Church are invited to gather at S Mary’s on Sunday afternoon, 18 August 
at 2 pm. 
 

Parish Social Gathering 
After the 9.30 am Mass on Sunday 25 August parishioners are invited to our usual 
“cuppa after Mass” and then proceed to the Hall for a Social Gathering.  The Celtic 
Music Group will entertain us with Irish music then we will share in a pot luck lunch.  We 
look forward to seeing everyone there. 
 

First Communion Preparation 

The candidates gathered last Tuesday evening for their first session and will gather again 
on Tuesday this week for their second preparatory session.  Cath Daignault and Heather 
Loveridge are leading the session and Father Craig is helping their parents. 
Please keep them all in your daily prayers.   
Please also remember the group of Cullinane College students who are also beginning 
their preparation for baptism 
 
Quotation 
“What wealth it is to be in good health, as we are! But we have the duty of putting our 
health at the service of those who do not have it. To act otherwise would be to betray 
that gift of God.”—Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 19 August 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 20 August 
9.30am     Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 21 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 22 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 23 August 
10.30am Mass St Joseph’s 
Chapel Cullinane 
11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 24 August 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 25 August 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday 18 August 
7-8.30pm  Quiz Night 
St Mary’s Hall 
 

Sunday 18th August 
2.00pm Becoming Catholic 
Introductory Session 
 

Tuesday 20 August   
5.30pm First Communion 
Session St Marys 
 

Sunday 25th August 
Parish Social 10.30-1pm 
 

Sunday 8th September 
9.30am First Communion Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
Ash Wednesday 14 Feb 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


QUIZ NIGHT YOUTH FUNDRAISER  

The youth group are running a Quiz Night on Sunday the 
18th of August at Saint Mary’s Hall. It’s $5 per person to 
enter. There will be cash sales at the door and a canteen 
where you can purchase snacks and drinks.  
So… get a team together and come along to support of 
young people. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith, Friends and Pizza!!  
 

Life Teen Aotearoa Leadership Convention | 30 Aug – 1 Sept  
This Convention offers dynamic talks, training, and discussions with Life Teen International Staff and local experts, 
providing an invaluable opportunity for youth ministers of all experience levels across Aotearoa to learn, grow in faith, and 
connect with our church whānau. Visit https://lifeteen.nz/convention/ for more information. 
 

Baptism Congratulations to Briani-Anne Marino-Delves and her family. Briani-Anne was baptised at St Marys Church on 
Saturday 10th August. 
 

Māori Education Collection -Sunday 25 August 2024 Māori Education is an investment for a vibrant, working, diverse, 
faith-filled New Zealand and your donation is an investment also. Successful educational outcomes for young Māori is 
good for all New Zealanders. We are blessed to host the nation’s two Catholic Māori Boarding Schools in our Diocese: Hato 
Pāora College and St Joseph’s Māori Girls’ College. In them, staff are successfully bringing about outstanding results in the 
students they nurture, teach and shape. It is timely also to thank the many people who support all sorts of families 
struggling to pay school attendance dues. Often this includes grandparents or retired parishioners who do their bit to help 
out. Thank you. 
Many thanks for your anticipated generosity again this year, it is very much appreciated. 
There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit CPOW BNZ 020630 
0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Māori Ed’ as reference.  
 

Year of prayer 2024 | Towards jubilee 2025 
Some great resources have been added to the Diocesan Year of Prayer webpage, and there is now a handy menu at the 
top of the page to easily navigate to the different sections.  
On the webpage you can find: 10 reflections from Pope Francis on the transforming power of prayer; 
“Teach Us to Pray” booklet, inspired by the teachings of Pope Francis; The Jubilee Prayer in English, Te Reo Māori and 
other languages; “Pilgrims of Hope” – the officical hymn for the 2025 Jubilee; The Diocesan Year of Prayer resource 
booklet; and Other prayer resources for use within your parishes, schools, communities and homes. 
Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 2025 at https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-
2025/.  
 

St Peter’s College 50th Jubilee Labour Weekend. For details see www.stpeterspn.school.nz 
 

Pilgrimage with the Saints tour 2025 
Fr Chris Friel will lead this 17 day tour to Portugal, Spain, and France in 2025. 
For full details and itinerary please email Pilgrimage Tours in Auckland at  info@travlink.co.nz or phone 0800 99 77 88. 
 

Josephite Retreat  
Community Liturgy- What’s in my kete? How do I nurture it? Sun 18 Aug 4-5pm 
 Winter Wonderfest Film-The Justice of Bunny King A challenge to see people as more than their actions. A portrayal of resilience and 
undeterred spirit of motherhood which sometimes leads to wrong decisions for the right reasons with Marie Skdmore rsj 
Tues 20 Aug 2pm Koha for a cuppa 
Tui Motu Group-Where articles from the current Tui Motu magazine are explored and discussed with Liz Hickey rsj  
Wed 21 Aug 4-5.15pm 
 

Homeless Hub Outreach—The SOUP roster for next week is the Liz Hickey’s Team.  
Further information contact Maureen Beard 027 491 2168 Pat Garforth  027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED Robert Butcher and Johannes Graaf, Judith Vodanovich, Jim Kerr, Tony Falconer, Patricia Shortall 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: Merle Manson, Maria Dekker, Raymond Osborne, Margaret Haddock, Ivan Haddock, Doug 
Ahern, Michael & Eileen Hickey, Thema McCoy, Les Foley, Ian Matheson, George Hoskin, Noeline Haddock 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 18 Aug First Read Prov 9.1-6 Second Reading Ephesians 5.15-20 Gospel Reading John 6.51-58 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 25 Aug First Reading John 24.1-2a, 15-17, 18b Second Reading Ephesians 4.32-5.2, 21-3 
Gospel Reading John 6.53, 60-69 
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