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The Miracle of Cana - A Testament to God's Generosity 

In the village of Cana in Galilee, a joyous wedding celebration was 
underway. Family, friends, and neighbours gathered to partake in the 
festivities, their hearts filled with happiness and anticipation. Little did 
they know that this day would be marked by an extraordinary event, a 
divine intervention that would reveal the boundless generosity of God. 
As the celebration progressed, a problem arose - the wine ran out. In a 
culture where hospitality was paramount, this was more than a mere 
inconvenience; it was a social disaster. Sensing the imminent 
embarrassment, Mary, the mother of Jesus, approached her son with a 
simple, yet profound request: "They have no more wine." Though Jesus 
initially hesitated, his actions 
would illuminate the depth of 
His divine compassion. 
Jesus instructed the servants 
to fill six stone water jars, 
each holding twenty to thirty 
gallons, with water. Then, in a 
moment that would etch itself 
into the annals of history, He 
transformed the water into 
wine. This was not just any 
wine, but a superior quality 
wine This act of turning water 
into wine was Jesus' first 
recorded miracle and a 
powerful manifestation of 
God’s generosity. 
The miracle at Cana goes 
beyond the mere provision of 
wine; it is a profound symbol 
of God's abundant grace and  
generosity. In performing this 
miracle, Jesus did more than 
save a wedding celebration 
from ruin; He showcased God's willingness to provide for His people in 
their moments of need. The sheer volume of wine produced - 
approximately 120 to 180 gallons, points to the extravagance of God’s 
provision. It was more than sufficient for the remainder of the feast, 
signifying that God's blessings are not just adequate but are given in 
overflowing measure. 
Lastly, this miracle was not performed under the spotlight, but quietly 
and humbly, reflecting the nature of divine grace. It was not done to 
impress or seek acknowledgment, but purely out of love and 
compassion. Jesus' response to a simple human need with such an 
extraordinary gesture serves as a reminder of God’s readiness to 
intervene in our lives, often in ways that exceed our expectations. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 20 January 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 
Tuesday 21 January 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 
 
 

Wednesday 22 January 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 

  
Thursday 23 January 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 24 January 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 25 January 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 26 January  
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s   
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
March 
First Reconciliation 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


(cont) The miracle of Cana is a timeless testament to the generosity of God. It reveals a God who is 
deeply concerned with the joys and sorrows of His people, a God who provides abundantly and without 
reservation. In reflecting upon this miracle, we are invited to recognize and celebrate the many ways 
in which God's generosity touches our lives, often in the most unexpected and profound ways. It is a 
call to trust in His provision, to embrace His grace, and to live in the light of His boundless generosity. 
 

PRIEST ESCAPES After a long and challenging 2024, I'm going to escape. Please wait two weeks 
before contacting the police!  I really enjoyed Christmas and since then I've caught up with a lot of 
work. I feel somewhat prepared for the new working year.  However, starting today, I'm taking two 
weeks leave and will return home on 3 February.  I'm going to spend a few days in Auckland with friends 
and family and then I'm taking mum on holiday for a week in Tauranga. I will not be answering my 
phone (unless it's really urgent :) and I won't be taking my laptop : )) I will however be taking my togs. 
I know I'm blessed to be able to take a break and I'm very grateful.  I hope you and your family have 
been able to take some time off.  May our good God bless you and your family, Craig 
 

JUBILEE 2025 Last Year, Pope Francis proclaimed 2025 to be a 
year of Jubilee. The motto chosen for this year is, “Pilgrims in 
Hope” and we are being invited to live this holy year as “pilgrims 
in hope” The jubilee logo, designed by Italian artist Giacomo 
Travisani, shows four stylized figures, representing all of humanity 
coming from the four corners of the earth. They embrace each 
other to indicate the solidarity and fraternity which should unite all 
peoples. The waves under the figures symbolize the fact that life’s 
pilgrimage does not always go smoothly. The anchor is a symbol 
of hope. The dynamic cross of Christ bends down towards 
humanity, not leaving us all alone, but stretching out to us to offer 
the certainty of its presence and the security of hope. This year 
each and every one of us is being invited to make a pilgrimage, 
to pray, to be reconciled and be filled with grace. St Paul in his 
letter to reminds us that hope in God will not disappoint. Our world is in desperate need of hope - right 
now the people in Gaza are still suffering and dying, despite the so called cease fire. Right now, they 
more than anyone need hope. Please pray.  
 
There will be NO Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary or Benediction on Fridays during the month of January. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Serah Luke and her family. Serah was baptised on Saturday 11th January at 
St Mary’s Church and Mia Castellanos who will be baptised today Sunday 19th January at St Mary’s 
Church. 
 

SUNDAY MISSALS- Have arrived finally. We have 4 spare copies at $12.00 each. Contact Jo in the 
office if you would like one. 
 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
Groom: Anthony Bryan Howie, Son of Philip John Howie and Barbara Mary Kennedy St. Patrick's 
Catholic Parish, Kilifi, Kenya 
 

YOUTH GROUP  
will be back next year starting Sunday 9th February. See you all then. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP will restart on Thursday 23rd January. 
 

 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Jo Smilie’s Team. Further 
information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Angeline Haami, Fenton Brian Hyland, Maureen O’Sullivan 
 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES: Susan Simpson, Lynair Burling, Mary Gudsell 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First Reading Isaiah 62.1-5 Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12.4-11 John 2.1-12 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 26 January First Reading Nehemiah 8.1-4a, 5-6, 8-10 Second Reading 1 Corinthians 
12.12-30 Luke 1.1-4; 4.14-21 


