THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 20 April
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 21 April
9.30am  Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 22 April
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 23 April
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 24 April
10.30am Mass Cullinane

11.20am Rite I St Mary’s
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 25 April Anzac Day

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass Holy Family
Sunday 26 April

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

12.00pm Mass Jerusalem
5.30PM Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

22 April ALPHA starts

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
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WALKING WITH JESUS - YOU’'RE NEVER ALONE

This contemporary image of the story of the Road to Emmaus, is of three figures
walking along a dirt road. The two on the left are walking away from Jerusalem,
leaving their community. Jesus is depicted in white symbolising the resurrected
Christ. We know the story. Having witnessed the death of Jesus, these two disciples
think everything is over and they’re presumably returning home to their old way of
life. They haven’t believed in the testimony of the women or the other disciples who
declare that Jesus is alive. Maybe all they saw was the empty tomb. In their
encounter with Jesus on the road (who walks with them and listens as they describe
their feelings of loss and bewilderment) Jesus explains everything they are
experiencing using the scriptures - but they still don’t recognise him! It’s only when
they break bread with him that they recognise him. (outside of the scope of this
image) We can use this story of encounter to help our own misunderstanding and
feelings of loss and bewilderment. Jesus was more with them on their journey, even
in their doubt and unbelief, than when they
actually saw and recognized him and finally
believed. It was only after the event that they
could see that their hearts “burned” with the fire
of the Holy Spirit, when they realised the
stranger was Jesus all the time. So, how does this
story help us? This experience of faith and
doubt, of distance and closeness, of belief and
unbelief, is repeated over and over again in our
own lives. Some examples might help. A man
feels distant from God. He is unhappy about
feeling separated from God and filled with regret
that he’s taken God for granted. He wishes he
could feel closer to God and more prayerful.
There are even times when he wonders whether
he trusts in God at all. Another example - a
young, vibrant woman wonders if she has lost
her faith. She doesn’t feel like she did when she was a child. She only wishes she
could have back those moments when it all felt so wonderful. Now it just seems
empty without God. If you were to ask either of these people “Do you believe in
God the creator and father of Jesus Christ your saviour?” they would probably reply
“Yes - but | don’t feel it”.

Now look at these same two people and imagine you are God. One is sad because
he misses you, and he knows that he has taken you for granted and his worst times
are when he thinks you might not exist. Similarly, the young woman says that life
feels empty without you. She only wishes she could feel your presence more and
experience the joy she once had. Her greatest worry is that she might have lost her
faith in you. Now (remembering you are God) do you think you have a relationship
with them? Do you think they have a relationship with you? Do you think they love
you? Do you think they hope and trust in you? Is not their whole life, their whole
being, a prayer? The answer is of course YES! Despite how they feel, their desire to
believe is believing, their longing to love is love.

When you’re feeling like those lost disciples, try looking at your situation from God’s
perspective and know you’re loved and, you're not alone! Fr Craig
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World Day of Prayer for Vocations and Seminary Appeal Sunday, 26 April 2026 on the Fourth Sunday of Easter, 26 April
2026, we are invited to pray especially for those called to the priesthood. This day also marks the beginning of National
Vocations Awareness Week. We are greatly blessed by the generosity and enthusiasm of the men who are currently
discerning and following God’s call to priestly service within our diocese. At present, we have five seminarians in
formation: Sy Nguyen, is in his second year and brings a strong passion for youth outreach and community service all of
which is nourished daily by his quiet, interior life of prayer. Zecharia Mathew, is in his second year of formation and has a
deep love for the liturgy, along with a strong passion for journeying with youth and young adults. Br Rodney Rebecca, was
a Trappist monk for 20 years and has spent several years at Kopua Monastery. Hung Nguyen, first year, who returned to
New Zealand last year after completing his IELTS exam and brings a strong passion for parish life and service. Zung Manh
Phan, fourth year of formation, currently on pastoral placement in Feilding, Taihape, and Ohakune, with a particular
interest in pastoral care and parish ministry. We also ask you to please keep Lam Van Nguyen and Canh Minh Hoang in
your prayers, as they continue preparing for their English test in Vietnam. Arriving this month is Lam Phan Van Lam,
originally from Vietnam and currently residing in the United Kingdom. Lam is joining our diocese for a period of
discernment, with the hope of potentially entering the seminary next year.

Seminary Appeal-The cost of formation is significant, approximately $60,000 per seminarian per year, along with $20,000
annually to meet the fixed costs of running the seminary. Specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer.
Donations can also be made via direct credit to St Marys Wanganui BNZ 020630 0288029 01 Please use your name as the
payee and “Seminary Appeal” as the reference. A Word of Encouragement To our young people: If you are considering it,
please speak with any of our diocesan priests.. Fr Trung is currently preparing a Vocations Discernment Retreat the
weekend of 26 - 28 June 2026. For enquiries or support, please contact the Diocese of Palmerston North Vocations
Director, Fr Trung Nguyen on 022 062 6726 or email vocations@pndiocese.org.nz. Thank you for your continued
generosity, support, and prayers for vocations.

ST CARLO ACUTIS -Who was, who is, St Carlo Acutis? He is a very powerful and compelling voice in the Church at this time.
St. Carlo Acutis (1991-2006) was an ltalian Catholic teenager, known as "God's Influencer" and the first millennial saint,
canonised in September 2025. A skilled computer programmer, he used the internet to document Eucharistic miracles. He
died of leukaemia at the age of fifteen and is widely regarded as a modern model of holiness. He is coming in a particular
way to New Zealand - and to Palmerston North - | offer my full support for this event. Further details can be found in your
parish newsletter. | would like to thank Fr Marcus and his team for the care, generosity, and prayerful commitment they
have shown in preparing for this tour. Their work is a true service to the life of our Church, and | am grateful for all that
has been undertaken. This tour, and the spiritual fruits it seeks to nurture, echo the simple and powerful witness of St Carlo
Acutis, who reminded us that “The Eucharist is my highway to Heaven.” May this Exhibition draw many-especially our
young people-to rediscover the joy of faith and the living presence of Christ in the Eucharist. To our young people in
particular | encourage you to be courageous in your faith, to use your gifts generously, and to remember-as St Carlo did—
that holiness is possible for you, here and now.

+John Adams Bishop of Palmerston North

BAPTISMS Congratulations to Lauren Cagatan who was baptised on Sunday 11™ April at St Mary’s Church.
CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026 The Catholic Parish of Whanganui offers an amazing Confirmation Programme for
anyone aged 15 + Sessions are run from 6-8pm on Thursday evening at Saint Mary's Church Hall. They will begin Thursday
30th of April with an information evening for Parents and Young People. Please fill in this form to register.
https://forms.gle/kiBvb6BibTNnXKsL7 Email Rain at youth.cpoow@gmail.com for any additional information.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH — the SOUP roster for next week is Raewyn Hoskin’s team. For further information contact
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637

RECEIPTS- Will be available to collect from St Mary’s Foyer or will be emailed to you next week
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES- Please collect from St Mary’s Church foyer.

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NO YOUTH GROUP DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS _ xﬂmﬁ_?w @
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily. e

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.

RECENTLY DECEASED:

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES Kathleen Trillo, Graeme McBride, Noel Boyle, Anna Scoullar-Jones, Tony Griffiths, Jonathon Parkes,
John McDonald, Sister Damian Marlene Phillips, Terry Gra, Tim Morahan, Paul Alexander, Max Benseman, Joyce Burrell,
Shane Gallagher

TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 2.14, 22b-28 Second: 1 Peter 1.17-21 Gospel: Luke 24.13-35

NEXT SUNDAY EASTER SUNDAY 26 APRIL First: Acts 2.14, 36b-41 Second: 1 Peter 2.2.20b-25 Gospel: John 10.1-10
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