
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

19 July 2026 

 
 

ST MARCELLIN SCHOOL Parishioners are invited to attend the blessing of 
the new school grounds by Bishop John on Friday 24 July. 
 

WORKING BEE St Marcellin School is holding a working bee on Saturday 25 
July starting at 8:30am to plant some small shrubs and grasses in the car 
park area. Bring your own spade if you are available to assist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
As a result of a recent bout of the flu, I contracted Bell’s Palsy which has led 
to a temporary paralysis of one side of my face.  This means that I cannot 
close my left eye, my eyes are watering constantly, I cannot eat or talk 
properly, and my hearing is badly impacted. 
For the sake of my eye in particular, I have been advised to take time off to 
rest and heal properly.  
This has not come at a good time with John Roberts on holiday. He will be 
back at work next week. I apologise for any inconvenience my absence may 
cause. 

       Thank you for your prayers. God bless, Fr Craig 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 20 July 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 21 July 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 22 July 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 23 July 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 24 July 
10.30am Mass Cullinane  
11.20am Reconciliation St M 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
Celebrated by Bishop John 
Adams 
 

Saturday 25 July 
9.00am  Reconciliation St M 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm Mass Holy Family 
 

Sunday 26 July 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Friday 24 July 7.00pm-9.00pm 
Quiz Night Holy Family Church 
 

Wednesday 5 August 
Braden Johnson “Made for 
More” Mission 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


PASSING OF BISHOP JOHN ADAMS’ MOTHER  
Please keep Bishop John and his family in your prayers following the death of his mother, Joan Adams, who 
passed away on 9 July.   
A Memorial Mass for Joan Adams will be celebrated at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, on 
Tuesday, 21 July at 12.05pm. All are welcome to attend.  
 

POSITION AVAILABLE The Catholic Parish of Whanganui is seeking a highly organised and pastoral Parish 
Secretary/Administrator to support the Parish Priest and wider parish community. This is a key front facing role 
at the heart of parish life, combining office administration, computer work, financial support and coordination 
of people and activities. We offer a supportive, inclusive workplace with flexibility, training, and the chance to 
make a genuine difference. If you're seeking work with purpose, we encourage you to apply.  
Please send your CV and a brief cover letter outlining your suitability for this role and your connection with or 
understanding of the Catholic Church to Mike O’Sullivan mike@nzsurveyor.co.nz   Applications close on Friday 
31 July 2026 
 

PARISH QUIZ Come along to our first Parish Quiz Night at Holy Family Church on Friday the 24th of July 7pm-
9pm. Come along for a fun family friendly event. Tickets are $10 per person at the door and money will go 
towards supporting our young people to attend events. You can make a team, or you can come along and we 
will find you a team to join.  
We are also offering you the opportunity to purchase a Winter Platter for your table for $30 it will have an 
assortment of hot finger food including but not limited to savouries, spring rolls and samosa’s. To order a platter 
for your table please email youth.cpow@gmail.com. 
 

REGISTRATIONS STILL OPEN– Deepening our Celebration of the Mass - Wine & Cheese Evening  
Please register as we need numbers for catering purposes.  
Drawing inspiration from Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter Desiderio Desideravi (“I have earnestly desired”), the 
Ars Celebrandi Workshop with Fr Paul Turner invites us to rediscover the beauty, mystery, and transformative 
power of the liturgy. Pope Francis reminds us that the liturgy is not simply something we do, but an encounter 
with the living Christ, who ardently desires to gather his people around the Eucharistic table.  Join us to be 
formed and renewed! Tuesday 28 July, 7 – 8:30pm | Diocesan Centre, 33 Amesbury St, Palmerston North.  
Please email bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz to register. 
 

PARISH TO PARISH BED & BREAKFAST| Catholic Hospitality Across New Zealand and Australia  
Are you travelling and looking for affordable accommodation with fellow Catholics? Or would you like to offer 
hospitality to Catholic visitors?  The Parish to Parish Bed & Breakfast network connects Catholics throughout 
New Zealand and Australia. Accommodation costs are $50 per night for one guest, with $30 for each additional 
guest (for example, a couple would pay $80 per night). A continental breakfast is included. This is a wonderful 
way to meet and enjoy the company of other Catholics while travelling.  
If you would like to become a host, or purchase a directory of participating hosts, please 
contact: marie.ian@xtra.co.nz  
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH – the SOUP roster for next week is the Juliet Kojis’ team. For further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jayda Reilly, Joanna March, Joan Adams (Bishop John Adams mother) Raukura Boatwright 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES Annie Haddock, Lake Falconer, Kevin Goodgame, Robert Butcher, Maurice Crowley, Teresa 
Crowley 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Wisdom 12.13, 16-19 Second: Romans 8. 26-27 Gospel: Matthew 13.24-43NEXT 
SUNDAY 26 July First: 1 Kings 3.5-12++ Second: Romans 8. 28-30 Gospel: Matthew 13.44-52 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP Will be back on the 19th July 
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily.  
YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint 
Mary's Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the 
night might change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass.  
All Young Adults welcome.  
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