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“ALL SOULS DAY - PRAYING FOR THE DEAD” 

  

Today, we remember and pray for all the dead. From the earliest times, the Church 
has encouraged Christians to pray for the dead. Why? Simply put, we are all on a 
journey to God and this journey does not end with death.  One of the prayers in a 
Requiem Mass reminds us that “in death, our life is changed not ended”. In this life, 
we are invited to grow in God’s love.  This journey involves learning how to love as 
Jesus did.  We all know how difficult this is when, for example, we are called to 
forgive those who have hurt us, let alone loving our enemies. We are all at different 
stages on this journey.  Some people work hard at this kind of loving and achieve a 
level of holiness we call sainthood.  We celebrated the feast of All Saints 
yesterday. Some people choose to act decisively and quickly, when they discover 
they have only a limited time to live, such as when they contract cancer. They use 
their limited time to work out what is truly important and say the things, which need 
to be said, hear the things that need to be heard 
and do the things, which need to be done. (we can 
learn from them) Some people die suddenly and 
are not prepared to see God face to face. 
Wherever we are on the journey, we as Christians 
believe in a merciful God whose mercy extends 
beyond death. The Church’s traditional name for 
this process of transformation and healing after 
death is “Purgatory”. The images, which have 
traditionally been offered by the church to 
describe this, have not always been that 
helpful.  The letters of both Peter and Paul 
describe this process of purification as like a 
cleansing fire - much like the fire, which burns in 
our hearts when we are overwhelmed by 
love.  Our ongoing prayers for those who have died are also an expression of our 
deep love that we have for them and our desire to support them in letting go of 
those things they couldn’t let go of in this life; the sins, grudges and hurts etc, which 
prevented them from experiencing life in all its fullness. Fr Craig 
 
FINANCE UPDATE  October was a busy month for the Finance Committee, being the 
first month of a new financial year. During September we undertook an inspection 
of our three properties as part of the preparation of a long-term Maintenance 

Programme. In conjunction with the financial budgetary work, maintenance matters 
requiring attention were identified by the committee. In terms of priority, the first of 
these was the repair of the roof leak at St Mary's church. This was completed during 
October at a total cost of $26,567.69 which included the cost of scaffolding. In 
addition, during October, St Mary's Church, and hall were cleaned and roof lichen 
sprayed. A number of smaller maintenance matters at both St Mary's and Holy Family 
were also undertaken. The committee continues to look for opportunities to increase 
income to allow for some upgrading of our church sound system and data projector. 

 

VALUABLES - a reminder to please be wary of leaving valuables such as handbags and 
phones unattended during mass.  
FOODBANK ITEMS - Please drop them off to the office during weekdays. Please do 
not leave them in the church foyer. 
  

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 3 November 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 4 November 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 5 November 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 6 November 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 7 November 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 8 November 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 9 November 
9.30am  Mass  St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Thursday 6th November 
 

7.00pm  Memorial Mass 
 

Sunday 9th November 
12.00pm  Hidden Disabilities  
 Workshop   St Mary’s 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


 

FIRST COMMUNION CONGRATULATIONS 
After lots of preparation, Pani and Haare 
Marshall received their First Communion at 
Ranana (up the river) and Elixir Simbulan 
received her First Holy Communion here at 
St Mary’s, last Sunday. Please pray for these 
children, that their love for Jesus will 
deepen, their desire to receive him regularly 
and their response to his loving will grow. 
Children bring joy. Praise God! 

 

 

HIDDEN DISABILITY SUNFLOWER SCHEME (HDSS) David Loving-Molloy will be running a workshop at St. Mary’s Hall on 
Sunday 9th November from 12pm – 2.30pm. BYO LUNCH For more information, contact David Loving-Molloy:  
catholic.deaf@pndiocese.org.nz 
 

HELPING THE HOMELESS: As part of the Exploring Faith Group Homeless Hub Outreach, a Cake and Christmas sale will be 
held next Sunday 9th November after the 9.30 am Mass to raise funds to help the homeless.   
 

FOODBANK Please help those who are struggling financially, by donating much needed grocery items.  A big thank you to 
everyone who supports this work of charity.  Please leave your donations of grocery items including food, personal care 
products, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, washing powders, soap - all the sorts of things you put in your own 
shopping basket. Please leave these items in the office during weekdays and in the church foyer on Sundays. 
 

HANDEL’S MESSIAH – A Choral Masterpiece The Palmerston North Choral Society, founded in 1919, proudly presents 
Handel’s Messiah under the direction of Alison Stewart. Join us for an unforgettable evening of live choral music featuring 
a 40-strong choir, acclaimed soloists, continuo musicians, and the Manawatu Chamber Orchestra. Saturday 29 November, 
7:30pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North. Tickets from Choir or at the door from 7pm: adults $25, 
students with ID $10, children free. 
 

FR JOHN ROBERT’S 80th BIRTHDAY LUNCH Join us in celebrating Fr John Roberts’ 80th birthday and show your appreciation 
for his long and dedicated service to our communities. Sunday 16 November, St Mary’s Church Hall, 1 Campbell St 
Whanganui. Gather 11am, celebration begins 11:30am. RSVP to gaktlynch@gmail.com by 6 November. 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2026 are available at the office. $15 each 
 

OCTOBER ROSARY for the month of October will be prayed before Masses/Communion Services each day from Monday 
to Saturday morning. All urged to attend.  
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH - The SUMMER roster for next week is The Kaiwhaiki Team.  Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

PERSONAL MESSAGE Thank you to all our lovely parish from the bottom of hearts. A big thank you for all your prayers 
and phone calls. We have had uncertain times, but we are on the way up. God’s love Kevin & Della Hawker 
 

OCTOBER ROSARY for the month of October will be prayed before Masses/Communion Services each day from Monday 
to Saturday morning. All urged to attend. HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH - The SUMMER roster for next week is The Kaiwhaiki 
Team.  Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Neville Hirni 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Victor Silveira, Bob Wilson, John Wicky, Blair Gleeson, Andy Mora, Pat Smith 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Ezekiel 37.1,4-6, 12-14 Second: 1 Peter 1. 3-9 Gospel: Luke 7.11-17 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 9 November First: Ezekiel 47.1-2,8-9, 12 Second: 1 Corinthians 3.9b-11, 16-17 Gospel: John 2.13-22 

 
NO JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP THIS WEEK.  
 

NO SENIOR YOUTH GROUP THIS WEEK. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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