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The theme chosen by Pope Francis for World Mission Sunday is: “Go and invite 
everyone to the banquet” (Mt 22:9) The banquet is that of the wedding feast of 
the Son, of the One who comes to marry all humanity and therefore wants to 
invite everyone to the wedding feast! 

In his message for World Mission Sunday this year, Pope Francis tells us: “While 
the world sets before us the various “banquets” of consumerism, selfishness, 
comfort, accumulation of wealth and individualism, the Gospel calls everyone to 
the divine banquet, which is marked by joy, sharing, justice and life in 
communion with God and with others. This fullness of life, which is Christ’s gift, 
is anticipated even now in the banquet of the Eucharist, which the Church 
celebrates at the Lord’s command in memory of him. The invitation to this 
heavenly banquet that we bring to everyone in our mission of evangelization is 
closely linked to the invitation to the Eucharistic table, where the Lord feeds us 
with his word and with his Body and Blood”. 

In today’s Gospel, James and John fell for the ways of the world.  The two 
brothers seek their personal glory.  Jesus tells them; “The cup that I drink, you 
will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized.” 
To be baptised is to share in his birth, his passion and death, at which He will give 
His life for the many? Jesus the Bridegroom teaches them, and us, something 
paradoxical that St Francis of Assisi captured beautifully in his famous prayer: 
that “it is in giving that we receive, in forgiving that we are forgiven, in dying to 
self for others that we are born into eternal life!”   This is the paradox of true 
love. 

On this World Mission Sunday, let us respond to the call of all the baptised to give 
our lives in service. This week may we invite everyone to discover the richness of 
our Christian spirituality and our Eucharistic banquet, where Jesus gives his life 
for us and gives us the grace to do the same for others. Let us pray for the great 
universal mission of the baptised and support it concretely through our financial 
offerings dedicated entirely to the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, the 
pontifical work that helps young churches. Let us stand firm in the affirmation of 
our faith, which has as its model the Servant and High Priest Jesus, who gives his 
life anew today in the banquet of his Eucharist.  

Let’s go and invite everyone to the banquet of the Eucharist, to the wedding feast 

of the Lamb, to the banquet of true food, the bread of eternal life: this is our 

universal mission, ad gentes, to all peoples.  

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 21 October 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 22 October 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 23 October 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 24 October 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 25 October 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 26 October 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 27 October 
9.30am   Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday 1 December 
11.00am Parish AGM 
 Parish Hall 
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY-October is World Mission Month, culminating in 
World Mission Sunday on 20 October. Palmerston North Diocese bank 
account details: BNZ02-0506-0022477-069 
MISSIONZ has provided resources for parishes and communities to use 
during this month. You can find electronic copies of these resources on their 
website: https://missio.nz/resources-for-mission-sunday/ 
You can Direct Debit to Palmerston North Diocese BNZ 02-0506-0022477-069 
 

YOUTH GROUP Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along 
for Fun, Faith, Friends and Pizza!!  
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our next meeting is Thursday 24th of October 7-9pm 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui. Bring 
something to share (biscuits, baking etc). What to expect: A chance to get to know other young adults in the Parish, 
watch an episode of The Chosen and have a chat. An opportunity to grow deeper in faith and community.  
YOUTH FUNDRAISING QUIZ NIGHT! Our last quiz was so successful we’ve decided to have another: SUNDAY 20th of 

OCTOBER | Saint Mary’s Church Hall | 7pm-8.30pm $5 entry Form a 
team or just come along and we will put you into a team. The rounds 
this time are: Flags, Science, Musical's, Current affairs, Art 
and Music. Dress up in Country, Western, Cowboy theme for a chance 
to win the prize of best dressed!  

 

Annual Mass to celebrate Jubilees of Priestly Ordination Everyone is invited to the Mass which will be celebrated on 
Tuesday 29 October at 12.05 pm in the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, with Bishop John Adams 
presiding. Those celebrating Jubilees this year are: Deacon Danny Karatea (10 years) Fr Barry Scannell SM (30 years) 
Fr Percy Kimble SM (50 years) Fr Nicho Verkley OCSO (50 years) Bishop Owen Dolan (70 years) 
Congratulations and blessings to all our Jubilarians! 
 

Save the Date – Rite of Election 2025 All members of the Diocese of Palmerston North are invited to attend next year’s 
Rite of Election, on Sunday 9 March 2025, 2pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. More details will follow. 
 

PARISH TO PARISH FOR BED AND BREAKFAST Catholics across New Zealand, and a few in Australia, offer fellow Catholics 
accommodation in their homes—a wonderful way to connect and enjoy the company of other Catholics. The cost is $50 
for one person per night, with an additional $30 per extra guest (e.g., two people would pay $80 per night). 
To purchase a book with details of the hosts, the cost is $15 (includes postage). To order, contact Marie Anderson 027 
2800 611, or email marie.ian@xtra.co.nz. 
 

OPEN HOUSE AT THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF NEW PLYMOUTH 
3 PM Friday 22 November to 4 PM Saturday 23rd November 

573 Devon Street East, Fitzroy, New Plymouth 
 Registration  www.divinerenovation.org/openhouse 

 

It would help Parish planning if you would indicate your interest to the Parish Office (an e-mail, text or a brief note will 
suffice). This will help organising attendance, car sharing, etc, to this important event. 
 

OCTOBER ROSARY For the month of October the Rosary will be prayed before Masses/Communion Services each day 
from Monday to Saturday morning. All welcome to attend. 
 

Wanganui Sacred Heart Old Girls & Past Pupils of Sisters of St Joseph Our luncheon will be held on Sun 10th NOV 12pm 
Parish Centre, Miranda Street, Stratford. Reply to Linda 067657351  or  0274535891 whittington.b@farmside.co.nz 
Colleen 0272307589 mooremobnz@gmail.com.  Any SHC ex pupils requiring a ride phone Marie Skidmore 0273562733 
 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT Community Liturgy – Thriving Sun 20 Oct 4-5pm 
Wander to Wonder-You’re invited to join us on a contemplative walk in the peaceful setting of Roto Mokoia Westmere Lake. The 
terrain is easy and the pace is meditative, mostly walking with the gift of silence, with a few contemplative exercises, stopping at 
intervals for reflection. Bring water, sturdy shoes, an extra layer, walking poles(opt. some lunch items to share with Merita Holder & 
Juliet Kojis Tues 5 Nov 10am-12.30pm Koha (Rain off day Fri 8 Nov.) 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Maureen Down’s Team. 
Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Elizabeth Chupuico, Sr Marie Hawkins rsj, Clodisa Oliva, Tony Janson, Veronica McAfee, Jean Willis 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES: Margaret Connors, June Todd, Patrick Todd, Joyce Cummings, John Ashworth Roache, Yuko 
Irving, Margaret Walsh, Muriel Fleming, Maurice Gallagher, Patrick McGonigle, Colleen Cavanagh, Murray Ahern, Florence 
Smith, Catherine Smith 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 20 Oct First Reading Isaiah 53.4,10-11+ Second Reading Hebrews 4.14-16 Gospel Mark 10.35-45 
NEXT SUNDAY 27 Oct First Reading Jeremiah 31.7-9 Second Reading Hebrews 5.1-6 Gospel Mark 10.46-52 
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