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On Tuesday, a group of parishioners 
accompanied Father Aliston and myself to 
the Mass of Chrism.  It was a beautiful, 
prayerful time for everyone present.  You 
might remember that the priests renew their 
promises.  Bishop John invited us to do so 
remembering the day of our ordination.  In his 
homily the bishop reminded us that we are all 
anointed with the Sacred Chrism in our 
baptism and confirmation.  Isaiah’s words in 
the first reading of the Mass 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me.  [Is 61; 1] 
therefore apply to each one of us, as do the 
words that follow, he sent me to bring good 
news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to captives, and 
release to prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour. [Is 61 1b-2] 
He asked us to be courageous in all we do, 
remembering that the Holy Spirit strengthens 
and encourages us. 
I pray you will all enjoy every blessing as we 
celebrate the Paschal mysteries,  
Father John. 
 

THANKS 
The preparation for the ceremonies of Holy 
Week takes place behind the scenes. There 
is much to be done: the Church itself needs 
a spring clean; all the linen and the sacred 
vessels are washed and polished; palms for 
Palm Sunday are sourced; musicians scour 
the liturgy books for the chants and hymns; 
choirs gather for rehearsals; servers 
rehearse their roles, priests learn their 
chants and prepare homilies; and so on.  It 
all happens behind the scenes, hidden and 
largely unknown. And, more importantly, all 
of us prepare with our Lenten fasts, 
almsgiving, and works of mercy to celebrate 
the great days of our salvation.  Among us 
those preparing for baptism and reception 
into the full communion of the Church have 
been readying themselves too. 
Thank you everyone for all you have done to 
make these ceremonies worthy acts of praise 
of our God.  It is humbling to see so many so 
hard at work for the Lord 
Thank you everyone.   
My prayers are with you.  
Father John. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 
 

Monday 21 April 
9.00am  Mass Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 22 April 
9.30am C/s Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 23 April 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 24 April 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 25 April Anzac Day 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 26 April 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 27 April 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
12.00pm Mass Jerusalem 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
 (on leave) 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
No newsletter this week 

Monday 28 April 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 29 April 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 30 April 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 1 May 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 2 May 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 3 May 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 4 May 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
11.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
Monday 5 May 
5-9pm Confirmation Session 1 
Palmerston North 
 

15-17 May 
O’Shea Sheld Weekend 
Cullinane College 
 

Tuesday 20 May 
5.30pm Session 1 St Marys 
Older Children Baptism 
5.30pm Session 1 Preparation 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY DEVOTIONS- St Mary’s Church Sunday 27th April  

3-4pm. Devotions will consist of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Veneration of 
Image, Divine Mercy Chaplet, concluding with Benediction. Rite I Reconciliation will be 
available during Adoration. 
 

EASTER ON AIR This Good Friday, the Christian Broadcasting Association (CBA) 
will once again bring the Easter story to life on Newstalk ZB. A highlight of the broadcast is 33 AD, a special 
segment that transports listeners 2,000 years back in time. Tune in to Newstalk ZB this Good Friday and be 
part of the story! 
 

EASTER TALKS The last session will be on Wednesday 23rd April from 7-8pm. 
 

OFFICE IS CLOSED From Good Friday 18th April and will reopen Monday 28th April. There will be no newsletter 

next week. The next newsletter will be printed on the 4th May. Happy Easter        
 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND RECEIPTS-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer. 
 
15 April 2025 
2024 Peter’s Pence Collection Thank You 
Dear Parishioners of the Diocese of Palmerston North, 
On behalf of the Diocese, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all our parishes for your generous 
contribution to the 2024 Peter’s Pence Collection. Through your collective efforts, an incredible 

$12,884.80 was raised. This offering is a testament to the spirit of generosity and unity that continues to thrive 
across our diocese. Your generous support plays an important role in the apostolic and charitable mission of the 
Holy Father, enabling him to respond to those suffering due to war, oppression, natural disaster, and poverty 
around the world. His Holiness is thankful and assures his prayer for the faithful of our Diocese. Thank you for 
your faithful witness to the Gospel and your continued commitment to the mission of the universal Church. May 
God bless you abundantly for your kindness and compassion. 
Sincerely in Christ +John Adams   
Bishop of Palmerston North 
 

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION| 18 April 2025 
The Holy Father’s Good Friday Collection is a small gesture of solidarity for the Christian communities that still 
walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Our New Zealand collection is given for the upkeep of the Shrine Church in Cana, 
Galilee, and twenty University scholarships to Bethlehem University. In 1342 the Apostolic See confirmed the 
Franciscans as the legitimate guardians of the Holy Land. Funds gathered by each country is forwarded to the 
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land. Please give generously to this collection in support of our brothers and 
sisters living in the land our Lord ministered. Many thanks for your anticipated generosity again this year, it is 
very much appreciated. There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by 
direct credit St Marys BNZ 02 0630 0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Holy Places’ as reference. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY DUES SPECIAL COLLECTION| 20 April 2024 
Many thanks to parishioners who in the past have contributed to the Easter Dues/Offerings Special Collection. 
The collection is used by the Clergy Trust Fund to support the priests in the various costs pertaining to their 
ministries and personal lives. The Clergy Trust Fund is responsible for every aspect of our priests’ wellbeing. 
The priests have always expressed their gratitude for the people’s financial support and the care that they 
receive. There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit St 
Marys BNZ 02 0630 0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Dues’ as reference. Your support and help is always 
appreciated! Fr. Brian Walsh (Chairman of the Clergy Trust Fund) 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is The Kaiwhaiki Team. 
Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT-Tui Moto Group Wednesday 23rd April 4-5.15pm. 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Pat Curran, Richie Cvitanovich, John Cvitanovich, Kathleen Trillo 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES: Anna Scoullar-Jones, Tony Griffiths, Rose O’Leary, Joyce Burrell, Shane Gallagher 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 10.34a, 36-43 Second: Colossians 3.1-4 Gospel: John 20.1-18 
NEXT SUNDAY 27 April First: Acts 5.12-16 Second: Revelation 1.9-11a,12-13, 17-19 Gospel: John 20.19-31 

JUNIOR AND SENIOR YOUTH GROUPS 
will resume on Sunday, 4 May at their usual times. 
 

COFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Begins on Monday, 5 May at S Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from 5pm  
until 9 pm. Details of enrolment etc are on our webpage and noticeboards near the Office door. Please 
enrol early. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 

. 
 


