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As you know I spent Friday in Palmerston North at a Clergy Day.  As I write 
before the meeting, I can tell you little about it except that the agenda 
focussed on parish life and clergy activities. 
On Friday evening several parishioners joined us for a time of prayer, 
discussion and discernment.  My personal joy is that Rain Shore and two of 
our Young Adults and a senior parishioner joined me.  At our last parish day 
at the Diocesan Office we delved into the movement called “Divine 
Renovation”.  Some of us may remembering earlier parish meeting with 
Bishop John at which he talked about his own experience establishing it in his 
parish.  As I listened, I felt that here was something that would benefit us 
greatly. 
Many of you remember that I have been in and out of Wanganui since 1950's.  
I first arrived here as a schoolboy in the late 1950's and returned to be in Holy 
Family Parish in 1992.  In those days we celebrated two Sunday Masses there.  
There were two Masses at S Anne’s and four at S Mary’s Church.  I hope that 
our meeting on Friday and Saturday morning will give us enthusiasm to go 
forward to the Hope and Renewal Conference in October where we will hear 
from the priest who first developed Divine Renovation.  I share my dream: 
that we might all be willing to allow the Holy Spirit to invite us into this time 
of renewal when we can call our brothers and sisters home and draw others 
to know and love the Lord as we do. 
A number of parishioners attended the Open Door event in New Plymouth 
late last year.  They found it inspiring and hoped that we might experience 
something similar in Wanganui at the Diocesan Pastoral Day earlier in the 
year some of the Open Door participants came home filled with hope and 
joy. You might want to join me in praying for those attending the October 
Conference.  
Thank you for everything you do for our Lord and in our parish.  It is greatly 
appreciated.  With my prayers for you and yours.  Father John. 
 

PARISH RENEWAL There will be a gathering on Sunday 27th July in the Parish 
Hall at 10.45am to share where the parish is at with Divine Renovation, Parish 
Renewal and the upcoming Hope and Renewal Summit 
If you would like to know more or how to get involved with the next steps, 
please make the time to attend. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Dinishiya Keeth, Ryder Zimmerman and Alexis Keeth 
and their families. Dinishiya, Ryder and Alexis were confirmed on Sunday 20th 
July at St Mary’s Church by Bishop John Adams. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION 
Our first communion candidates and parents begin their preparation this 
week.  Like me, I am sure you remember your first communion and the 
continuing importance of receiving the Lord who nourishes and encourages 
us in our pilgrimage of hope throughout life.  Please remember them and 
the formation team: Father Craig, Belinda Backwell, Heather Loveridge and 
Paula Carter. 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 21 July 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 22 July 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 23 July 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 24 July 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 25 July 
10.00am Mass  St Joseph’s 

Cullinane  
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 26 July 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 27 July 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
12.00pm Mass Ranana 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 
Tuesday 29 July 
5.30pm First Communion 

Session Two 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has 
been extended by one more week. Parish renewal isn’t just for one person  
it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 
October 2025. Register today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com  
“Lord, strengthen our shepherds.” 
As we prepare for the Hope and Renewal Summit this October, we ask the 
Holy Spirit to strengthen and renew the hearts of our priests. Their 
leadership is vital to the mission of the Church, and our prayers can be a 
source of deep encouragement and grace. This week, consider offering a 
Rosary, a Mass intention, or a personal note of encouragement to one of 
our priests. Let them know we are praying for them and walking with them. 
Join us at the Summit: www.hoperenewalsummit.com 
 

WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY | 27 July 2025 
The Fifth World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly will be celebrated on Sunday 
27 July. This year’s theme is 'Blessed are those who have not lost hope' (cf. Sir 14:2). 
The Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life have prepared materials for this day: you can 

find them at https://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/eventi/2025/fifth-world-day-for-
granparents-and-the-elderly.html.  
We also have some resources on Tūmanako at https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/2025/06/world-day-for-
grandparents-and-the-elderly/ 
 

ENROL AT TE KUPENGA CATHOLIC THEOLIGICAL COLLEGE 
Study anywhere, at your own pace, with the support from qualified lecturers, with Te Kupenga Catholic 
Theological College online courses. Semester 2 starts July 21. To see courses offered in Semester 2, go to 
www.tekupenga.ac.nz/distance 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Mary Crowley’s Team. Further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

Palmerston North | 2nd August 2025  
The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit and 
Te Rau Aroha - The Catholic Diocesan 
Centre Palmerston North  
10.45am - 8.30pm   
$10 per person  
 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Paul Gleeson, Brian Vaughan, Claudio Petronelli, Paul Novak, Noeline Bradley, Lake Falconer, Gordon 
Blair, Heather Wagstaff 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES: Johannes Graaf, Judith Vodanovich, Annie Haddock, Chrissy Smith, Fr Bill Corcoran, Robert Butcher, 
Maurice Crowley, Teresa Crowley, Shaun Crowley, Michael Coleman 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Genesis 18.1-10a Second: Colossians 1.24-28 Gospel: Luke 10.38-42 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 27 July First: Genesis 18.20-21, 23-32 Second: Colossians 2.6-14 Gospel: Luke 11.1-13 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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