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PARISH RENEWAL Just recently Bishop John Adams presented his vision for our 
diocese.  After the talk, I asked some parishioners to comment on what they had 
heard.  Please find enclosed some of their comments and some of my own.  John 
began by talking about the transition of the early church from the Apostolic Age, 
(in which the church was new and suffering persecution from the Roman 
Authorities) to the age of Christendom which began in the 4C following the lead 
of the then Roman emperor, Constantine who converted to Christianity. John’s 
point was that we are no longer in the age of Christendom but once again, the 
church (at least in the west) is back in an apostolic 
age. Christ’s commission given to the first apostles, 
to reach out to the whole world is just as important 
now in this age, as the early years of the church.  Our 
last three popes have been encouraging a New 
Evangelisation - the need for our church to, once 
again, reach out to the world with the Good News 
of Jesus the Christ.  The time of status quo - 
maintaining what we already have, has gone.  John 
made it clear that for the church to grow and thrive 
once again, every single one of us need to make this 
transition to becoming Missionary Disciples. John 
then spoke about his own experience of parish 
renewal in Rangiora (Christchurch diocese) before 
he was appointed bishop of our own diocese.  He alluded to some of the joys and 
struggles of making this transition but ultimately the hope of a community 
renewed by the Holy Spirit.  He made reference to Divine Renovation, a 
programme he is familiar with and has found successful.  One aspect he found 
helpful, was linking a particular programme of evangelisation, to the sacramental 
programmes. Ie Parents of the children preparing for First Communion, 
Confirmation etc, were encouraged to attend this programme as a way of 
renewing their interest in the person of Jesus the Christ and his church. One point 
which resonated with many people was the distinction between personal faith 
and a private faith.  Like the love of God, personal faith both strengthens and 
nourishes us and, at the same time it demands we reach out to others. Ie to share 
the good news about Jesus. One of our young parishioners present made an 
excellent point - for our relationship with Jesus to grow and mature, as with any 
relationship, requires time and effort.  Of particular interest to me were John’s 
comments about parish leadership and the model he has used. I have since spoken 
to him and others who work from the same principles, and this has given me some 
direction.  Lastly, after returning home from my time in Rome, I was tasked by the 
bishops with preparing a report based on my experience.  I have just completed 
the first draft and with everything else going on, I’m looking forward to presenting 
it and getting it out of the way.  What is clear from going over all my notes is the 
joys and hopes of Pope Francis and the wider global church are the same as our 
own. With every good wish and blessing for the week ahead.  Fr Craig 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday  22 July 
9.00am Communion Svc  
 Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 23 July  
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
9.30am  Holy Family 
 

Wednesday  24 July 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday  25 July 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
9.30am  St Annes 
 

Friday  26 July 
10.30am Mass St Joseph’s 
Chapel Cullinane 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday  27 July 
9.00am  Reconciliation  
 St Anne’s 
9.30am  Mass St Anne’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday  28 July 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
12.00pm Mass Jerusalem 
5.30pm  Mass St Anne’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sun 4 August St Anne’s 
Mass of Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
Ash Wednesday 14 Feb 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 
 
s 
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HEARTS AFLAME Registrations Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer School | Fides et 
Scientia 
 

ROYAL COMMISSION The government has received the Royal Commission’s Inquiry 
into Abuse in Care report. This report will be made public very soon. The Church is 
ready to review the Commission’s Final Report and consider the recommendations that 
arise from it. Church leaders are already implementing several initiatives and made 
public their position in response to themes that have arisen during the Inquiry - see 
Church leaders continue to acknowledge the Church’s history and the ongoing trauma 
of those who have been harmed. Over the past 30 years, the church in Aotearoa has made significant progress in 
responding to reports of abuse and safeguarding. Our focus on safeguarding and care is informed by the past and aims 
to ensure that people are safe in care today. For more information see www.tautoko.catholic.org.nz/roadmap 

 
LITURGY NOTES Liturgy can be made or broken by singing at Mass. Not everyone can sing well but everyone 
can sing - even the parish priest.  According to St Augustine “those who sing pray twice”.  Sing up! 
 
BECOMING CATHOLIC  The acronym R.C.I.A. or Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults has always been a 
mouthful, even though it accurately describes what it’s about.  I’ve been meeting with Tony Hore and we 
have decided to call our programme of welcome and introduction to Catholic Faith - Becoming Catholic 
We will host our first session mid August. The exact date and time are yet to be confirmed.  Anyone who 
wants to learn more about our faith with a view to possibly becoming Catholic is very welcome to attend. 
Any questions please speak to Fr Craig or contact Tony through the parish office. 

 
FILL THE WORLD WITH LOVE - Music for the 
Soul and Spirit Saturday 3 August, 7:30pm at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. Come along 
and experience an evening of music and song. 
Featuring Kathi Craig Mnzm & Voices of 
Inspiration, with special guest Marla 
Kavanaugh, star of the Edinburgh Tattoo! Entry 
by koha. 
 
A TASTE OF THEOLOGY LECTURE Te Kupenga 
Catholic Theological College is holding its fifth 
lecture in the series, A Taste of Theology. Topic 
is titled “What is Philosophy? A short 
introduction to the fascinations and 
frustrations of philosophical questioning". 
Speaker is Rev Dr John Owens SM Tuesday 06 
August 2024 from 5:30-6:30pm on Zoom.  You 
must register and there is a cost 
www.tekupenga.ac.nz/tasteoftheology 
 
 
SUNDAY READINGS 21 July First Reading Jeremiah 

23.1-6 Second Reading Ephesians 2.13-18 Gospel 
Reading Mark 6.30-34 
SUNDAY READINGS 28 July First Reading 2 Kings 4.42-

44 Second Reading Ephesians 4.1-6 Gospel Reading John 
6.1-15 
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