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THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 23 March

9.00am  C/s Holy Family
Tuesday 24 March

9.30am  Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Marys
5.30pm  Older Children
Baptism Session 3

St Mary’s Church

Wednesday 25 March
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 26 March
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 27 March

10.30am C/s Cullinane
11.20am Rite | St Mary’s
12.05pm C/s St Mary’s
5.30pm  Stations of the Cross
St Mary’s
Saturday 28 March
9.00am Rite | St Mary’s
9.30am  C/s St Mary’s
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family
Sunday 29 March
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING DATES

Chrism Mass 31 March
The Cathedral Palmerston North

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office
Jo Boult 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest
Fr Craig Butler

021272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557

Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608

Catholic Parish of Whanganui
Fif:’c['z Sundag of | ent
22 March 2026

| have spent a little time this week looking back over the weeks of Lent. By
and large I'm quite pleased. | have achieved many of the penances and
prayers | had intended. | do need to get on with making my contribution to
the Bishops’ Annual Lenten Collection to Caritas NZ. | also need to give
some thought to my contribution to Peter’s Pence. It is an important
Collection we take up during the Afternoon Celebration of the Lord’s
Passion on Good Friday. The Holy Father uses its proceeds to help those in
need. Just because | am pleased — without skiting — with what is achieved |
am very aware that some of the bigger things | had in mind as still “works in
progress” and will be for some time to come. One | battled with last Lent
has been battled with this Lent. | think | let my guard down during the year,
with sad results. I'm going to try something different at the end of Lent this
year. | intend to keep up the discipline that will support the efforts | have
made. | have often suggested to others that it is important to “bed down”
Lenten changes in Eastertide. It’s time | took my own advice! And took it
seriously. To change the subject. | was brought up in a time when the deeds
of soldiers during the Great War were still re-told to youngsters. We read
the books John Buchan wrote about the “Great Game” - the efforts of the
so-called Great Powers in the areas around Afghanistan. | remember being
given a book telling of the life of Charles Upham who earned a Victoria
Cross during the Second World War. | had the privilege of knowing Keith
Elliot, VC. He spent the rest of his life as an Anglican minister working
among the poor and needy in Wellington as the City Missionary. This has
given me, as many of you have noticed, a particular concern with
international affairs. | find that one of my daily prayer concerns is for peace
and justice to become the norm in international affairs. The present series
of wars which extend from the Ukraine through Iran into the Middle East
and then to the Sudan concern me greatly, as does the suffering of
innocents, people just like you and me. Their lives are being horribly
damaged, many are being wounded, some fatally; children are not being
allowed to grow up in peace and tranquillity. Many other things besides.
Every time | offer Mass one of my intentions is for peace among the warring
peoples, for their leaders and those suffering. | hope many of you will join
with me in this prayer. Keep enjoying the delights of Lent. Father John.

HAPPENINGS Fr John and | will both be away in the latter part of this week.

| have diocesan meetings in Palmerston North on Thursday and John and |
will both be there for a Pastoral Day on Friday and Saturday. Because we
will both be away, there will be Communion Services on Friday and Saturday
morning. Next week, The Block Night Market will begin on Friday evenings
from 4.00pm to 8.00pm. These events will be situated on the bottom grass
car park. This is a trial period for 12 weeks, excluding Holy Week. Next
Sunday is Palm Sunday marking the beginning of Holy Week. Craig
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BEHOLD LENTEN COMPANION | Behold Lenten Companion | Fifth Week of Lent Behold — Trusting the Lord of Life

“l am the Resurrection and the Life.” As Lent draws toward Holy Week, the Behold Lenten Companion leads us into deeper
trust. Christ stands as Lord over life and death. Prepare your heart prayerfully. Behold the Lord of Life. Download this
week’s resource at https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Behold-2026-Fifth-Week-of-
Lent.pdf

Ashes to Hope | Caritas Lent Webinar Series Journey through lent with New Zealand’s Catholic Bishops and others of the
faith as they guide us in prayer and reflection on each Sunday’s Gospel. Wednesdays in lent, 7:30pm to 8:30pm.

The next webinar, ‘The Raising of Lazarus’ with Bishop Michael Gielen, will be on Wednesday 25 March. Registrations are
now open: visit www.caritas.org.nz/lent-webinars

FORTY DAYS & FORTY NIGHTS Growing in maturity of Faith accompanied by Food For Faith through Lent with daily
reflections at www.foodforfaith.org.nz

BISHOPS' LENTEN APPEAL The New Zealand Bishops are encouraging the Catholic community to prayerfully consider
how they can contribute to the annual Lenten Appeal. The appeal supports the work of Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand,
which through its global network serves some of our world's most vulnerable and needy communities. The Bishops
explain that acts of Christian charity can change the lives of those who benefit from that charity, but also can transform
those who give with generosity — according to their own circumstances. Find out more at www.caritas.org.nz/lent
CHRISM MASS | Save the Date This year’s Chrism Mass will be held on Tuesday 31 March, 12:05pm at the Cathedral of
the Holy Spirit. Everyone is welcome.

EASTER ON AIR On Good Friday, the Christian Broadcasting Association (CBA) will once again bring the Easter story to
life on Newstalk ZB. This year will feature Bear Grylls sharing his faith journey and discussing his new book, ‘The Greatest
Story Ever Told.” Each year, an estimated 300,000 listeners tune in to experience this powerful retelling. Tune in to
Newstalk ZB from 6am — 6pm on Friday 3 April and be part of the story!

Vatican Il Deep Dive — Online Formation After the first Diocesan Hubs in Palmerston North and Hastings, the
conversation continues online through Vatican |l Deep Dive. In April we will reflect on selected passages from
Sacrosanctum Concilium, the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, exploring how the Church’s teaching on the liturgy
shapes our understanding of worship and parish life. Sessions: Wednesday 15 April, 7:00-8:45pm Wednesday 29 April,
7:00-8:45pm Join us online. To register: bit.ly/deepdiveapr26

PILGRIMAGE TO HIRUHARAMA | Saturday 11 April 2026

A new date has been confirmed, and we are continuing to take expressions of interest for our second pilgrimage to
Hiruharama. We look forward to sharing this beautiful journey of faith together. If interested, email bishop-
pa@pndiocese.org.nz with your name, parish and phone number.

SVDP The Holy Family Conference of St Vincent de Paul will be selling raffle tickets for their Easter Raffle
before and after Masses starting on Saturday/Sunday 14/15 March (for 3 weekends) $2 a ticket or $5 for 3
tickets. Thank you for your prayers of support while the Shop is awaiting repairs.

ALPHA is starting on Wednesday 22nd April at 6pm for 11 weeks. If you know someone outside our parish walls who
would like to know more about Jesus then this is for them too so please invite them to register also. If you would like to
know more visit Alpha.co.nz or contact Mike 027 288 8015 or Thomas 027 296 1244 If you are ready to register please
email us at alphacpw@gmail.com Please note you need to register to be able to attend as spaces are limited.

EASTER SPRING CLEAN at St Mary’s Church on Saturday 28™ March starting at 8am. If you are able to come along and
help out please let us know.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH — The Summer roster for next week is the Joan Sullivan’s team. For further information
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES- are available to collect in St Mary’s Church foyer.

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP Dates for term one: 22 March, 29th March 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily. Come to the What's Happening for our Youth Gathering
to find out more and keep an eye on this space for dates coming out soon.

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's

Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.
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RECENTLY DECEASED: Eileen Seconi, Luise Mathijssen

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES Fr Harry Costello, Maulu Fa’i, John Cvitanovich, John Harrison, Katherine Haddock, Gordon
Wham

TODAY’S READINGS First: Ezekiel 37.12-14 Second: Romans 8.8-11 Gospel: John 11.1-45

NEXT SUNDAY 29 March First: Isaiah 50.4-7 Second: Phillippians 2.6-11 Gospel: Matthew 26.14-27-66
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