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THE JOY OF SAYING YES 

 
In these days leading up to the great celebration of Jesus' birth at Christmas we're 
encouraged to think about the events which lead up to his birth. It seems to me that 
Mary's visit to Elizabeth must rate as one of the most beautiful and joy-filled 
encounters of all time. Both women were pregnant and both in mysterious 
circumstances! Their visit was also an encounter between their two unborn children 
- John (who would become the Baptist) and Jesus. At the sound of Mary’s greeting, 
John experienced the presence of Jesus and is filled with the Spirit. Even before he is 
born, Jesus brought salvation and joy into the world. This graced encounter prompts 
Elizabeth to say: As soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb 
leapt for joy". Luke 1.44 At the same time, she acknowledges the significance of this 
experience, praising Mary, 
‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. Luke 
1.45 None of this would 
have come about and our 
world would have been a 
very different place had 
Mary said no, but she didn’t! 
Despite the mysterious 
circumstances surrounding 
her own pregnancy, Mary 
said YES to God. I think it's 
fair to say, she has no idea 
what is in store for her, but 
she said yes and she was faithful to it. This season of awe and wonder invites us to 
ponder our own response to God's invitations. In giving an unqualified and 
unconditional ‘Yes’ to God is where the real joy of Christmas lies. As the saying goes - 
All the rest is just tinsel. I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
has said "yes" to the needs of our community over the past 12 months. Your 
generosity and kindness helps build up the Kingdom of God here in Whanganui and 
shows the face of Christ to those in need. My prayer for you and your families is you 
enjoy a wonderful Christmas celebration, some time off with family and friends and 
the gift of joy - the kind of joy that only the Christ child can bring. At this time of year, 
many families gather together with loved ones and give gifts, as an expression of love. 
In the midst of the parties and celebrations and gift buying, I encourage you gift some 
time each day to the Lord and be generous towards all who struggle at this time of 
year. May our good God bless you "all ways" and fill you with joy. Fr Craig 

 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS As Advent morphs into the nine days of preparation to 
celebrate the Nativity of Christ I am very conscious of the wonderful gift God gave us 
in Christ our Saviour.  It is, for me, a time of great thanksgiving.  It makes me conscious 
of the support and encouragement you give me each year.  I am so very grateful for 
this.  Your faith and trust in God our Father, his Christ and the Holy Spirit continue to 
encourage and support me.  Thank you.  I hope you and your families will enjoy a 
blessed celebration of Christ’s birth and the family gatherings you will delight in. 
I pray that 2025 will be a year filled with God’s rich gifts and graces for each one of 
you.  As I celebrate the Christmas Masses I will remember you all.  Father John. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 23 December 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
5.30pm Rite I Reconcilation 
 St Mary’s 
7pm Mass Jerusalem 
 

 
 

Tuesday 24 December 
11.00am Rite I Reconcilation 
 St Mary’s 
 

Christmas Vigil Masses 
7.00pm  Mass St Mary’s 
9.30pm  Mass Holy Family 
 

Wednesday 25 December 
Christmas Day Masses 
9.30am Mass St Mary’s 

10.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki
  
Thursday 26 December 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 27 December 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 28 December 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 29 December  
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s   
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 
PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


CHRISTMAS DUES SPECIAL COLLECTION- Many thanks to parishioners who in the past have contributed to the Christmas 
Dues/Offerings Special Collection. The Special Collection planned giving envelopes gifted on Christmas Day are for this 
collection. The collection is given to the Clergy Trust Fund to support the priests of the Diocese. There are also specially 
marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit to CPOW BNZ 020630 0288029 01 your name 
as payee, and ‘Dues’ as reference. Your support and help is always appreciated! 
The blessing of Christmas be with you all and your loved ones. Fr. Brian Walsh (Chairman of the Clergy Trust Fund) 
 

ST MARY’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR: Christmas Mass Choir practices will be on Sunday 22nd after the 5.30pm Mass.  All singers 
are most welcome. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
 

Monday 23 December 
St Mary’s  Rite I Reconciliation 5.30pm    
Jerusalem Christmas Mass  7.00pm 

   (Carols 6.30pm)   
 Tuesday 24 December 

St Mary’s  Rite I Reconciliation 11.00am 
St Mary’s  Christmas Eve Mass 7.00pm  

   (Carols 6.30pm) 
Holy Family  Christmas Eve Mass 9.30pm  

     (Carols 9.00pm) 
Wednesday 25 December 
St Mary’s    Christmas Day Mass 9.30am 
Kaiwhaiki Marae Christmas Day Mass  10.00am 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES AROUND THE DIOCESE-If you’re travelling this Christmas, Mass times across the Diocese are at 

www.pndiocese.org.nz/pastoral/masstimes 
 

JANUARY MASS TIMES-  
Mondays 9.00am Communion Service  Holy Family Church 
Tues-Fri  9.00am Mass   St Mary’s Church 
Saturday 9.00am Reconciliation  St Mary’s Church  
  9.30am Mass   St Mary’s Church 
Saturday 5.30pm Mass (Vigil)  Holy Family Church 
Sunday  9.30am Mass   St Mary’s Church 
  5.30pm Mass   St Mary’s Church 
 
There will be NO Eucharistic Adoration, Rosary or Benediction on Fridays during the month of January. 
 

YOUTH GROUP will be back next year starting Sunday 9th February. See you all then. 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP will restart on Thursday 23rd January. 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS- Are available at the office. $15.00 each 
 

SCAM EMAILS – a reminder.. 
Unfortunately, parishioners are still being targeted by scam emails pretending to be our priests. 
Note that our priests, any staff member or parishioner will never send emails out requesting money, iTunes vouchers, or 
any similar item. Please delete these emails immediately and if possible, either let the ‘supposed’ sender know or 
contact the parish office with details of the email. 
 

OFFICE IS CLOSED from Friday 20th December and reopens Monday 13th January.  
 

LAST NEWSLETTER- this is the last newsletter for the year. The next newsletter will be printed mid January. 
 

BIBLE DIARIES are available to order. $20.00each. (See Church notice board for bible and payment details). Contact 
Kathleen on 0210790374 to place an order. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: John Wicky, Doris Lewis, Luitgard Reifenberger-Sundaralingham, James Robert (Brian) Mullins, 
Elizabet Palmer 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Glenn Quayle, Susan Simpson, Lynair Burling, Eileen Hoskin, Faith Haddock, Bernadette 
Thompson, Betty Bourke, Cardinal Tom Williams 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First Reading Micah 5.2-5a Second Reading Hebrews 10.5-10 Luke 1.39-45 
NEXT SUNDAY 29 December First Reading 1 Samuel 1.11,20-22, 24-28 Second Reading 1 John 3.1-2, 21-24.5 Luke 2.41-52 

https://stmarysnz-my.sharepoint.com/personal/info_catholicparishwhanganui_org_nz/Documents/Documents/Church%20Newsletters/2024%20Newsletters/December%202024/www.pndiocese.org.nz/pastoral/masstimes

