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YOU ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 
One of the things which makes us disciples of Christ, is our desire to become more 
like him, so as to share in his life.  We do this, in part by (a life time of) learning about 
him, about his life, his suffering, his death, and his resurrection and ascension into 
heaven.  We might say “where he (Jesus) has gone, we hope to follow”. This is all 
good. The danger lies in thinking about these things exclusively in terms of a “me 
and Jesus” relationship.  
 

As Catholic Christians, our  identification with Jesus is best expressed not just 
through a one-to-one relationship, but in a community relationship with him. We 
relate to Christ (the head) through his Risen Body, which is the whole community 
which bears his name. Simply put, ours is a horizontal faith - we encounter Christ 
with and through those around us!   
 

Despite 60 years since Vatican II many people still think about the celebration of 
Eucharist, almost exclusively in individual terms. People sometimes think and even 
say: “I go to Mass to save my soul”. Apart from begin overtly individualistic, this view 
can lead them to thinking of 
themselves as spectators at 
a performance.  Thankfully, 
we have made some 
changes over these past 60 
years, with people taking a 
more active role in the 
celebration of Eucharist.  
This includes proclaiming 
the Sacred Scriptures, 
praying the Psalms, leading 
the Prayers of the Faithful 
and distributing Holy 
Communion (including to the sick and homebound).  Full and active participation 
requires more.  Everyone present at the celebration of Eucharist is a celebrant, 
everyone has a part to play - not just the priest.  Everyone!  The priest certainly has 
a role of presiding at the celebration, but he is not the only celebrant.  
 

The Eucharist is of its very nature, a community action in which every person present 
is expected to be an active participant.  Full and active participation involves 
everyone preparing for this celebration, everyone joining in the singing with full 
voice, everyone responding to the prayers and being fully present to what is 
happening and who is present.  The key to our being in Christ, is love - love not only 
for God, but for others. Jesus said that his true disciples are known primarily by the 
love they have for one another:   By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.  (John 13:35) 
 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ. As Catholics we 
believe that the wafer (bread) is no longer just bread but has become the Body of 
Christ. Even though it still appears as a wafer, its substance has been transformed 
from that of bread to that of Christ’s body. The same is true for the wine and the 
blood. We believe that Christ is truly present under the appearance of bread and 
wine - and is nourishment for the journey.  Continued over 
 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 23 June 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 24 June 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 25 June 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 26 June 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 27 June 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 28 June 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 29 June 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Sunday 20 July 
5.30pm Confirmation Mass 
  St Mary’s 
 
Tuesday 22 July 
5.30pm First Communion 

Session One 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


Our faith is more than just something interior, something private, something to be thought about and prayed about. 
When we are hungry, we need food. When you’re hungry and you want, say, a hamburger, does thinking about a burger 
do the job? When our neighbour is hungry, does just praying about them fill their tums?  No!  Whenever we celebrate 
the Mass, we are nourished both physically and spiritually.  Our response is always gratitude - that’s why we say grace 
every time before we eat.  Again, our response needs to be more than just gratitude.  We need to recognise the need 
around us and do something to help, in the same way Jesus did on the side of the mountain. As a Christian community 
we are called to do something together - as members of the Body of Christ. Every week we take up a collection of food 
for the foodbank.  I would encourage every family who comes to Mass bring at least one item. Wouldn’t it be a great sight 
to see twelve baskets of leftovers brought forward at the offertory each week, for those who are not as fortunate as we 
are? I think when we see one another as brothers and sisters and demonstrate our willingness to share, we as a body, 
will come closer to  celebrating the Eucharist as Jesus wants. Fr Craig 
 

BAPTISMS Congratulations to the 24 children who were 
welcomed into the church through the Sacrament of Baptism 
last Sunday including Hugo Carver, Hazel Makara-Moreland, 
Violet Makara-Moreland, Jessie and Peter Miller, Jordan 
Carmichael, Damien Seddon, Korah Drewery, Willow Sinclair, 
Jackson Jellyman, Quintin Shailer, Egerton Taylor, Amber and 
Emily Bernard, Quinn Humphries-King, Reuben Humphries-
King, Elliana Cox, Lachlan Apiata-Carroll, Benjamin Law, 
Alexander Law, Scarlett Bryson, Evangeline Constable, 
Dominic Constable and Lily Pedley. Please pray for these 
young people, that they will continue this wonderful journey 
and grow to become fully fledged disciples of Christ. 

 
JOSEPHITE SISTERS Please pray for our sisters who are meeting this week in preparation for their chapter which will be 
held in October this year.  Chapters are international gatherings at which sisters meet to plan for the future. 
 
HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT  The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week. Parish renewal 
isn’t just for one person - it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 October 2025. 
Register today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com 
 
HIDDEN DISABILITIES SUNFLOWER SCHEME (HDSS) Training Day.  This will take place on Tuesday 1 July, 10.30 – 3pm at 
the Diocesan Centre. 33 Amesbury St, Palmerston North. Register at https://forms.gle/VF62XToUEVesJtmt7 or contact 
catholic.deaf@pndiocese.org.nz for more information. 
 

ENROL AT TE KUPENGA CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 
Study anywhere, at your own pace, with the support from qualified lecturers, with Te Kupenga Catholic Theological 
College online courses. Semester 2 starts July 21.  
To see courses offered in Semester 2, go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/distance 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Raewyn Hoskin’s Team. Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Patrick Dillon Snr, Paul Gleeson, Brian Vaughan 
 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES: Pamela Haami, Sharon Knuth, Gail Stickman, Una Phillips, Bill Phillips, Cath Bidwell, Kirsty 
Campbell, Ian Fleming, Annemarie Connors, Trevor Connors, Bob Kavanagh, Kathleen Foley 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Genesis 14.18-20 Second: 1 Corinthians 11.23-26 Gospel: Luke 9.11b-17 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 22 June First: Ezekiel 34.11-16 Second: 1 Romans 5.5b-11 Gospel: Luke 15.3-7 

NO JUNIOR OR SENIOR YOUTH GROUP THIS SUNDAY 22nd JUNE  
 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Session 6. 16 June at St Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from  
5pm until 9 pm.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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