Catholic Parish of Whanganui

THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 23 September
9.00am C/S Holy Family

Tuesday 24 September
9.30am Mass Holy Family
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 25 September
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 26 September
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 27 September
11.20am Rite | St Mary’s
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 28 September

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 29 September
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING EVENTS
Daylight Savings next w/end

Advent and Christmas

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872

admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021 272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608

25 Sundag of Orc!inarg Time
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SUZANNE AUBERT — CELEBRATION SUNDAY

Today the church in New Zealand remembers and celebrates the life of Venerable
Meri Hohepa Suzanne Aubert, known by many as Mother Aubert or simply mother.
The following was taken from the Daughters of our Lady of Compassion website.

Suzanne Aubert was a determined young woman who left Lyon in France to begin her
lifelong spiritual journey as soon as she was legally free to decide her own future. As
a young woman, Suzanne had repeatedly but unsuccessfully asked her parents’
permission to join religious life. Finally, with the freedom to decide, at the age of 25,
she accepted an invitation to become a missionary for Bishop Pompallier’s Auckland
diocese. After working initially at a boarding school for Maori girls, Suzanne left
Auckland to work at the Marist Maori mission station at Meanee in Hawke’s Bay with
the Third Order of Mary. She became well-known in the area ministering to Maori

and Pakeha, Catholic and non-Catholic. Tolerance and friendship became strategies
for her mission. In 1874 Suzanne was pinning her hopes for a revival of the Maori
mission on the new Bishop of Wellington, Bishop Redwood, who was to become her
lifelong supporter. In 1883, by invitation of the Maori from the Whanganui River area,
Suzanne left Hawke’s Bay for Hiruharama/Jerusalem, to revive the Catholic mission.
It’s here that the home-grown Catholic congregation, the Daughters of Our Lady of
Compassion, was born. On Christmas Day 1885, Bishop Redwood blessed St Joseph’s
Church. When it was burnt down three years later, Suzanne set off on a collecting
tour of New Zealand, returning in 1893 with £1000, enough to build a new church
and convent. In 1892 Archbishop Redwood appointed Suzanne as Mother Superior
of the newly established Daughters of Our Lady of Compassion. Suzanne became
acutely aware of the challenges faced by poor and unmarried mothers and their

babies. Suzanne set her sights on Wellington, arriving unannounced in the city in 1899 with two Sisters. The Sisters
immediately started work with Wellington’s suffering and destitute planning a much-needed home. They set up a soup
kitchen (that still operates today) and a créche for children of working parents. The land was bought in Island Bay and, in
1907, the Our Lady’s Home of Compassion was opened.
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CONTINUED Suzanne never stood still, her reputation spread far and wide. She rose to every challenge that came her way,
travelling to Rome in 1913 at the age of 78 to present her case to the Pope. More than four years later, Pope Benedict XV
granted the Decree of Praise to the Daughters of Our Lady of Compassion. The Decree changed everything: It protected
all the work she had started. It widened her scope for healthcare. It protected her resolution that their work would be for
everyone. It recognised her interpretation of New Zealand society and spirituality. In early 1920 a frail but triumphant
Suzanne returned home to Island Bay to the Sisters who, in her absence, had remained true to her cause. Suzanne died
on 1 October 1926 at the age of 91. As word spread, the crowds gathered to pay their respects. Wellington’s streets and
roofs were packed with people silently watching the hearse pass by. It was widely reported at the time, to be the greatest
ever funeral accorded to a woman in New Zealand. See the prayer for Mother Aubert’s beatification below.

' /";/ YOUTH GROUP s on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith,
7l Friends and Pizza!!

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP begins Thursday 26th of September 7-9pm 8 Glasgow Street
Whanganui. Bring something to share (biscuits, baking etc). What to expect: A chance to get to
know other young adults in the Parish, watch an episode of The Chosen and have a chat. An
opportunity to grow deeper in faith and community.

RAFFLE YOUTH FUNDRAISER the Parish Youth Group is fundraising to attend Life Teen Summer
Camp 2025. They will be selling raffle tickets for $2 each after the Parish Masses this weekend.

YEAR OF PRAYER 2024 | Towards Jubilee 2025 Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 2025 at
https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-2025/

CONGRATULATIONS to Aumarire Whaanga-Stuart and his family. Aumarire was baptised at Kaiwhaiki on Sunday 15
September.

THANK YOU to all the lovely parishioners for the phone calls, food and thoughts while | was recovering. Della + Kevin
Hawker

OCTOBER ROSARY For the month of October the Rosary will be prayed before Masses/Communion Services each day
from Monday to Saturday morning. All welcome to attend.

RETREAT Two Quiet Hours with Jesus What to bring: A journal & pen with Juliet Kojis Tues 24 Sep 10am-12pm $10 Art
and Wellbeing Feel a sense of wellbeing inspired through your own art. with Cory Kondracki Thurs 10 Oct 10am-1pm, $10
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au

TUI MOTU GROUP-Where articles from the current Tui Motu magazine are explored and discussed. Wed 18 Sep 4-5.15pm
with Liz Hickey rsj

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The Soup Roster for next week is the Marie Pye’s Team.
Further information contact Maureen Beard 027 491 2168 Pat Garforth 027 491 9637

PRAYER FOR THE BEATIFICATION OF SUZANNE AUBERT
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us that as often as we show compassion
to the least of your brothers and sisters, we show it to you.

Hear our prayers that Venerable Suzanne Aubert, who loved the
Maori people and devoted her life to the poor, the sick and the
underprivileged, and whom the Church has declared to be one of your
true and humble followers, may soon be recognised as a saint. Amen

RECENTLY DECEASED: King Tuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII, Peter Gresham, Mary Gibson (Murphy), Rosalie
Coakley, Bishop Denis Brown, Elikutly Mathew

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: David McEwen, Margaret Bonisch, Trevor McKernan, Colin Tasker, Stuart Tasker,
Patricia Kavanagh, Patricia Connors, Megan Connors

SUNDAY READINGS 22 Sept First Reading Wisdom 2.12, 17-20 Second Reading James 3.16- Gospel Reading Mark 9.30-37
SUNDAY READINGS 29 Sept First Reading Numbers 11.16a, 17c, 25-29 Second Reading James 5.1-6 Gospel Reading Mark
9.38-43, 45, 47-48
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