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The other day I was asked if we had students training for the priesthood.  
I was glad to be able to tell my questioner that we have two students 
there. Father Harry’s death and his funeral reminded me of this 
wonderful vocation. The promotion of vocations to the priesthood is not 
only something that priests should encourage. Rather, like the African 
proverb, “It takes a whole village to bring up a child”, it takes a whole 
parish to nurture a vocation. Parents, grandparents, uncles and aunts, 
close family friends and all parishioners have a vital role to play. 
 

It is important, while not putting priests on a pedestal, to be aware that 
this task in the Church is vital to its well-being and to fulfil the Lord’s 
command to “make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” [Matthew 28; 19-20]  
Without priests we are unable to celebrate Mass and the sacraments.  
When we are unable to provide a priest living among his people we are 
not able to enjoy the closeness of priests and people for which New 
Zealand is renowned. And this, of course, means the day-to-day 
conversations which help us all grow closer to Christ less easily. It is a 
great thing to find oneself involved in an important conversation with a 
parishioner just because we have met on the street or a café - 
anywhere. It saves the need for making appointments and is much more 
natural. 
 

While it can be important or the beginning of serious thought when a 
priest asks a suitable young man the same can happen if any 
parishioner wonders to such a person whether he has thoughts of 
priesthood. Don’t be afraid, and don’t worry if you get an apparently 
negative response. You have sown a seed. Water it with your prayers 
and good example of your life. 
 

I am grateful for the support and encouragement you are giving me 
while Father Craig is away. Thank you to those who were able to attend 
the excellent talk Father Aliston gave on Wednesday night. I offer my 
prayers for you and your families.  Father John. 
 
PASTORAL DAY WTH PRIESTS AND PARISHIONERS 
Next Thursday Father Aliston, Rain Shore and I and two parishioners 
will attend the Pastoral Day in Palmerston North. It will be focussing on 
parish renewal and some of the “how to’s” involved. We will be arranging 
a “report back meeting” as soon as practicable. We hope that we may 
then begin to prepare for our parish activities. Please pray for us the we 
listen well and report back well. Thank you. 
 
LENTEN AND EASTER TALKS 
On Wednesday evenings until the end of April Father Aliston will give 
various talks. There will also be some time for Adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament. We begin at 7 pm and end at 8 pm. If you have 
thoughts about matters for discussion, please let Father John know.  

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 24 March 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 25 March 

9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 26 March 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 27 March 
12.05pm  C/S St Mary’s 
Pastoral Day PN DIocese 
 

Friday 28 March 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm     Stations of the Cross

 St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 29 March 
8.30am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.00am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 30 March  
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
12.00pm Mass Ranana 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Tuesday 25 March 
5.300pm St Mary’s 
Reconciliation Session 4 
 

Tuesday 15 April Chrism Mass 
12.05 Mass of the Oils 

Cathedral Palmerston 
North 

 
PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
 (on leave) 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


CHRISM MASS-The Chrism Mass for the Palmerston North Diocese will be celebrated on Tuesday 15 April, 
12:05pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. All welcome. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION-The fourth session is on Tuesday 25th March at 5.30 pm at St Marys Church.  
 

FOOD BANK: Supplies are very low at present. Urgently needed: Tea, coffee, spaghetti, toilet paper, 
toothpaste, soap. Leave your goods in the foyer at St Mary’s Church. Thank you 
 

CARITAS LENT REFLECTION PROGRAM – for more information go to www.caritas.org.nz/lent-resources   
 

KING OF KINGS- A family movie. Coming to movie theatres on 10th April. Watch the trailer here: 
https://youtu.be/Ddiqz3BT7i8                                                                                     
 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer. 
Receipts will be issued mid April. 
 

WANTED: Jack of All Trades/Cleaner-Our wonderful handyman is taking a leave of absence to do some 
travelling. This has left a space at Cullinane College for a capable Jack of all Trades who is willing and able to 
do various maintenance tasks and cleaning at the college.This is a part-time, casual position. Please contact 
the Principal's PA on 3490105 extn 7050, if you or someone you know is looking for some part-time work. 
 

SPRING CLEAN FOR EASTER at St Mary’s Church on Saturday April 5th after 9.30am Mass. If you are able 
to help, please let Jo know in the office. Thank you. 
 

ROSTER FOR THE ROSARY STATUE OF MARY (from St. Mary’s). 
We would love you to join the list of people who receive the statue of Mary into their homes for one week every 
6 months approx. I am about to up-date the list & do a new roster. Existing parishioners, please advise any 
change of address or phone numbers.  Other parishioners, if you would like to be added to the roster please call 
or message me, Kathleen. Tel: 3442245 or Cell: 0210790374. By 13th April.  
 

SR LEE T TAN’S LIFE VOWS - An invitation is extended to parishioners to attend Sr Lee T Tan’s Life Vows as 
a Sister of St Joseph on Saturday, 29 March 2025 in St Mary’s Church at 11am, followed by light lunch in the St 
Mary’s Hall.  

 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SUMMER roster for next week is Maureen Beard’s Team. Further 
information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT- Quiet Day for the Creative Soul Monday 24 March 10am-2.30pm 
Caritas Lenten Sharing Group 2-2.30pm 
Two Quiet Hours Tuesday 25 March with Juliet Kojis 10am-12pm 
Caritas Lenten Sharing Group Monday 17 March 2-3.30pm 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Shirley Bierman, Heather Graham, Fr Harry Costello, Frank Fa’i 
 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES: Ella Margaret Sullivan, Howard Wilson, Jack Kaveney, Aloha Haami, Beverley 
Fearn, Beverley Tasker, Kathryn Haddock, Margaret Shaw, Nancy Francis, Zita Fenerty, Bernard Fenerty, Fr. 
Des Levins, Jospehine Boland, John Harrison, Kay Smith, Timothy Morahan, Maureen Hopkins, Gordon Wham 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Exodus 3.1-8a, 13-15 Second: 1 Corinthians 10.1-6, 10-12 Gospel: Luke 13.1-9 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 30 March First: Joshua 5.9a, 10-12 Second: 2 Corinthians 5.17-21 Gospel: Luke 15.1-3, 11-32 

 

CONFIRMATION – Starting Monday 5 May from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM.  
Parent Session Sunday 4th May 11am Saint Mary's Church Whanganui; Parents attendance required 
Confirmation sessions-5:00 pm to 9:00 pm Sessions are held from 6-8pm at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit Palmerston North we will travel to and from Palmerston for these combined sessions. 
Confirmation camp Friday, 20 - Sunday, 22 June 2025  Confirmation Mass Sunday, 20th July 2025, at 
5.30 pm at St. Mary's  Registration Fill In our online form to register.https://forms.gle/YkowvfoDFhVoHZGc6 
You will also need to fill in the Catholic Parish of Whanganui Registration form  2025 Confirmation 
Registration and either email it to admin@cpow.co.nz or hand it in to the office at Saint Mary's Church office. 
 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8 come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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