
 
Catholic Parish of Whanganui 

Christ the King 
24 November 2024 

 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 

The Kingdom of God is … a space. It exists in every home where parents and 
children love each other. It exists in every place that cares for its weak and 
vulnerable. It exists in every parish that reaches out to the needy. 
 

The Kingdom of God is … a time. It happens whenever someone feeds a hungry 
person, or shelters a homeless person, or shows care to a neglected person. It 
happens whenever we overturn an unjust law, or correct an injustice, or avert a 
war. It happens whenever people join in the struggle to overcome poverty, to 
erase ignorance, to pass on the faith. 
 

The Kingdom of God is … in the past (in 
the life and work of Jesus of Nazareth); it 
is in the present (in the work of the 
Church and in the efforts of many others 
to create a world of goodness and 
justice); it is in the future (reaching its 
completion in the age to come). 
 

The Kingdom of God is … a way of life 
marked by love, by justice, and by peace. 
We pray today that on this feast day, God 
may “free all the world to rejoice in his 
peace, to glory in his justice, to live in his 
love.” Jesus entered into our human 
history as God’s anointed son, who 
announced the nearness of the Kingdom 
(or reign) of God Mk1.9-14.  Jesus the 
Christ is our King! …but not in in the usual 
sense. His power was found in his 
weakness and in his  vulnerability. His 
sceptre was persuasion and his gift was 
teaching. Christ the King challenges us to proclaim God's revelation of the 
dignity and destiny of all people, indeed all creation . It is not simply the promise 
of the future victory of God over sin and evil, but that this victory has already 
begun - in the life and teaching of Jesus. Adapted from the U.S. Bishops' 
document Economic Justice for All (1986) 
 
PRIEST'S RETREAT This week Fr's John and Fr Craig will be on retreat.  Please pray that 
their retreat will be a time of rich blessing and fruitful prayer. 
 

PARISH AGM Please collect your Parish Report in preparation for our Parish Annual 
General Meeting next Sunday, 1 December. 
 

CHANGES TO MASS TIMETABLE With both Fr John and I away on retreat this week, 
there will be no weekday Masses and only one Communion Service daily. Thank you for 
your understanding. Fr Craig  

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 25 November 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 
Tuesday 26 November 
12.05pm  C/S St Mary’s 
 
Wednesday 27 November 
12.05pm  C/S St Mary’s 
 
Thursday 28 November 
12.05pm  C/S St Mary’s 
 
Friday 29 November 
12.05pm  C/S St Mary’s 
 
Saturday 30 November 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 
Sunday 1 December  
9.30am  St Mary’s  
 School Mass  
11.00am  Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday 1 December 
11.00am Parish AGM 
 Parish Hall 
Wednesday 11th December 
2.30pm Anointing Mass 
 St Mary’s  
Wednesday 18th December 
7.00pm Advent Reconcil'n  
 St Mary’s 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

http://www.usccb.org/upload/economic_justice_for_all.pdf#page=20
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


ANNUAL SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS SPECIAL COLLECTION - SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER 2024 The Clergy Trust Fund provides for 
the well-being and care of priests in the Diocese. This includes stipends, food, travel home for ‘overseas priests’, retreats 
and costs relating to healthcare. The Clergy Trust Fund is struggling to meet growing medical costs. Hence, your giving to 
this special collection is most appreciated, especially by our elderly priests who then benefit from your generosity. Your 
support is a great way of showing your gratitude to your priests. Many thanks and blessings to all who contribute to this 
special collection. Every contribution helps. Mons Brian Walsh, Chair of Clergy Trust Fund, Diocese of Palmerston North 
 
JOB VACANCY: PARISH CO-ORDINATOR - CATHOLIC PARISH OF NEW PLYMOUTH Are you interested in joining the vibrant 
New Plymouth Catholic Parish team, supporting and growing our Parish faith journey? Are you organised, motivated, 
relational and enjoy a challenge? Does building relationships and collaborating with others around shared goals sound like 
you? Then call the office on 06-757-3682 or email: parishleadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz, to request the Job 
Description and Application Form. For any queries please email parishleadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz. Applications 
close Friday 6th of December.  
 
RED NOVEMBER - A TIME TO PRAY FOR AND SUPPORT PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS Red November is an initiative of Aid to 
the Church in Need (ACN), the only international Catholic charity dedicated to supporting suffering and persecuted 
Christians. Bernard from ACN Australia visited the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit on 3 November to speak about the 
organisation’s vital mission to “keep the faith alive” in communities facing violence, persecution, or poverty. He 
encouraged everyone to choose one of three powerful actions: Learn, by signing up for ACN’s international newsletter; 
Pray, using the prayer for persecuted Christians; or Support, by making an offering to the Holy Land Appeal to help Catholic 
families maintain their faith in their homeland. You can do one or all of the above at www.aidtochurch.org/holyland. 
 

ACN DIOCESAN OUTREACH ASSISTANTS (DOAS) Are you a confident public speaker? Are you looking for flexible part time 
work? Could you share the stories of suffering Christians? Aid to the Church in Need is recruiting for a number of Diocesan 
Outreach Assistants who will deliver monthly presentations in parishes across the Diocese.  For all details visit 
www.aidtochurch.org/work. 
 

YOUTH GROUP Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, 
Faith, Friends and Pizza!!  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursday’s 7-9pm. 
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MARIST AGM Sunday 1 December at 11am at Marist Clubrooms Hatrick Street.  
PLEASE NOTE, THIS IS THE SAME DAY AS OUR PARISH AGM 

 

 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS- Are available at the office. $15.00 each 
 

ST MARCELLIN SCHOOL CAR BOOT SALE THAT WAS TO BE HELD ON 30TH NOVEMBER HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT 
Nurturing Self-Care Day with Sandra Brunner Sat 23 Nov 10am-3pm $20 
Nurturing Self-Care Day Enjoy and experience a day of self-care and nurturing your body, mind and soul.  We indulge with a foot spa, 
self-massage, aromatherapy, tips to relax, healing, nutrition and more. with Sandra Brunner Sat 23 Nov 10am-3pm, $20 
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au  
Advent – A Spiritual Journey for each of us Participants are invited to a time to prepare for Advent - the season leading to Christmas 
when we remember the significance of Christ’s birth, his becoming ‘God-with-us’. with Virginia Hillgrove and Trish Daws Saturday 30 
November, 10am – 12pm,  Koha 
 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The Summer roster for next week is Maureen Beard's Team. Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Alejandro Auxtero and Ray Southam 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Trevor Barnes, Sr Frances Bourke, Andy Mora, Patrick Smith, Blair Gleeson, Fr Paul 
Shannahan, Dianne Scoullar, Carlo Ramirez, Victor Silveira 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First Reading Daniel 7.13-14 Second Reading  Revelation 1.5-8  John 18.33-37 

NEXT SUNDAY 1 Dec First Reading Jeremiah 33.14-16  Second Reading  1Thessalonians 3.12-4.2  Luke 21.25-36 

mailto:parishleadershipteam@catholicparishnp.nz
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mailto:pam.hopper@sosj.org.au
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