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Roberts’ Rambles 
 

As I reminded those the Sunday night Mass this has been the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity.  It is one of those weeks which the Church asks us to make 
a great effort in prayer.  No doubt you remember the words of Christ to the 
disciples in the High Priestly Prayer recorded in S John’s Gospel 
that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.   
[Io 17; 21-22]   
If somehow the week has slipped by do not despair!  Make it up with a week 
of prayer asking the Holy Spirit to guide and help those intimately involved 
in the discussion groups seeking to make sure we understand the theology 
of other churches. 
When the bishops of New Zealand decided to move the celebration of the 
Feast of the Ascension to the Sunday after the traditional Thursday after the 
Fifth Sunday of Easter, we accidentally lost the novena of prayer preparing 
for the Solemnity of Pentecost.  I find it a serious personal loss.   
Those participating in ALPHA are continuing to enjoy their time of learning 
and growth in holy companionship. Please remember them, our brothers 
and sisters, in your prayers. 
Members of our Senior Youth Group and others have been preparing to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday, 21 June. By the time 
many of you read the Newsletter they will have returned from a weekend 
camp full of joy and hope.  Please remember them in your prayers in the final 
weeks of their preparation. 
I thought that it would be good for me to review the changes I managed to 
achieve during Lent. It is easy to work hard in Lent and somehow let our 
discipline and attention slip once Easter Sunday is over.  I am reminding 
myself that this is not a terribly helpful thing.  I read about Pedro Ballester 
who died in 2018, aged 21. Apparently, his bishop used to visit him regularly 
but was concerned at the acuteness of the questions he asked about the 
work of the Diocese of Salford. The Diocese is preparing to examine his life 
in preparation to propose him as a candidate for canonisation.  He along with 
young people like S Pier Giorgio Frassati, S Carlo Acutis, St Edith Stein and S 
Gianna Beretta Molla are shining examples of young people who inspire us all 
to remember we are all called to be saints.  Let’s pray that the Holy Spirit will 
energise each one of us to deepen our holiness and goodness. 
Vocations to the Priesthood 
This week we will be acutely aware of the Holy Spirit leading and guiding us 
in the exercise of our various skills and abilities.  As you know we are in need 
of priests in the Church.  Some of us are approaching our “use by date”.  I 
hope you will continue to pray and work for vocations to the priesthood and 
contemplative vocations.  If you see someone who might make a good priest, 
consider holding them in prayer.  One day you may feel guided by the Spirit 
to ask if he has ever thought of priesthood.  Thank you.   Father John. 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 25 May 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 26 May 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 27 May 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 28 May  
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 29 May 
10.30am Mass Cullinane  
11.20am Reconciliation St M 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 30 May 
9.00am  Reconciliation St M 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm Mass Holy Family 
 

Sunday 31 May 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

28 May Lector Formation 
30 May The Hub Whanganui 
2 June First Reconciliation begins 
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PENTECOST was a Jewish feast day celebrated fifty days after Passover. This is why so many were in Jerusalem at the 
time that the Holy Spirit was manifested in the lives of the disciples. It might be expected that the absence of Jesus 
would have relegated the newly formed gathering of believers to collapse and dissipate, and we know from Scripture 
that at least some of them had left Jerusalem to return to their homes. But despite 
their anxiety and sense of having been left behind, a group of about one hundred and 
twenty believers had gathered to pray in the upper room together. 
Jesus appears among them offering his greeting of peace. The conferring of the Holy 
Spirit is as intimate as a hongi, as Jesus breathes life back into his fearful disciples. The 
effect of this gentle action is nevertheless powerful, and in fact reverses the story of 
the tower of Babel from Hebrew Scriptures, when the languages of people were 
confused. Filled with courage and fervour the disciples are to go out and continue 
Jesus’ work of forgiveness, judgement, and witness in the world. The Spirit will teach 
them new things, lead them deeper into the mystery of Jesus and help them to understand the things to come as they 
take up the challenges that lie ahead from Liturgy Centre, Catholic Diocese of Auckland Each year, year after year, we, 
the Church all over, and our own church community in Whanganui, re-call, re-tell, re-member the events of Pentecost. 
We desire to deepen our faith in the Spirit’s presence in us now, not just at the first Pentecost. Today our world is 
unstable our ecology is fragile, our Church troubled. We are afraid. But we have this promise of Jesus: “I will ask the 
Father and he will give you another advocate to be with you forever”(John 14.16) So we listen with fresh ears to the 
Pentecost scriptures. We give thanks even though we do not fully appreciate the Gift, and deep down in the core of our 
being we believe that God’s Spirit is with us.  P. Daws 
 

BAPTSIM  Congratulations to Kaitoa Hatu-Turner-Love and his family. Kaitoa was baptised at St Mary’s Church on 
Saturday 16th May. 
 

DIOCESAN HUB: Christ, the Light of Nations  Join us for our next Diocesan Hub as we begin exploring Lumen Gentium, 
Vatican II’s great document on the Church. Together, we will reflect on Christ as the Light of Nations, the One who guides 
our path, draws us into holiness, and sends us to bear His light to others.  The afternoon will include prayer, formation, 
small group conversation, and time to be encouraged in faith and mission. Diocesan Hubs are free to attend and open to 
all.  Saturday 30 May | Whanganui – Register at https://forms.office.com/r/si6GpNKWz9   Location: 1 Campbell Street, 
Whanganui 4500 Time: 12:30pm – 4:30pm (lunch provided)  
 

PARISH SKILLS & TALENTS SURVEY We have an online survey which we would encourage you to 
participate in. There are hard copies available in the church foyer for those who would rather fill the 

form in. Survey closes 25th May. Go to link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B88FKHC or scan QR code. 
 

CARLO ACUTIS RELICS St Carlo Acutis will be at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, 10 –13 
June. This weekend’s Mission will include Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, veneration of the relic, and talks.   
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD at Mass is a marvellous ministry and, it comes with great responsibility.  Our parish is 
hosting a refresher with a difference on Thursday 28 May at 7.00pm.  We have engaged a Speech and Drama specialist to 
help us better proclaim the word of God.  All lectors are kindly expected to attend. Maree Adams Ministry of Lector 
Coordinator 
 

BILLINGS LIFE SEMINAR Billings Life NZ will host a two-day Natural Fertility Awareness seminar in Whanganui on June 19 
and 20. The event is designed for couples using or considering the Billings Ovulation Method, health professionals or 
others wanting to learn more about the method, and people interested in becoming accredited Billings teachers. Find out 
more and register at www.billingslife.org.nz/training-seminar   
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH – the SOUP roster for next week is the Kaiwhaiki team. For further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637  

RECENTLY DECEASED:  John Dougherty, Brian Hollis, Margaret Hubers, Sr Yvonne Munroe RSJ 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES Rita Richardson, Stephen Gallen, Maureen MacDougal, Christine Sprosson 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 2.1-11 Second: 1 Corinthians 12.3b-7, 12-13 Gospel: John 20.19-23 
NEXT SUNDAY 31 May First: Exodus 34.4b-6, 8-9 Second: 2 Corinthians 13. 11-13 Gospel: John 3.16-18 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall.  Please bring a gold coin 
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's 
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might 
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.  

https://forms.office.com/r/si6GpNKWz9
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/B88FKHC
http://www.billingslife.org.nz/training-seminar

