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THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST AND THE FIRST LAST 
 

Having questions is not a sign of weak faith, it is actually part of the journey. Genuine 
belief will always stir up big questions, the kind that don’t have neat, tidy answers 
in this life. St Paul once said that right now we see “as in a mirror, dimly”, meaning 
that our understanding is partial, incomplete. Faith is about living with those 
mysteries and still trusting God in the midst of them. In the gospels, people are 
always coming to Jesus with questions, and today’s gospel is no different. Someone 
asks Him, “Will only a few be saved?” The man had heard Jesus speak of God’s 
kingdom and wondered if it was an exclusive club so to speak. Was it for a select few 
or for the many? A good and fair question. 
When Jesus is asked something, He often responds in a way that goes much deeper 
than the question itself. In this case, His answer ends with a striking image: people 
will come from the east and west, the north and south, to share in the banquet of 
God’s kingdom. In other words, heaven’s 
guest list is far wider than anyone 
imagined. The patriarchs - Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob - will be joined by people from 
every corner of the earth, just as Isaiah 
had foretold. So, the banquet will be filled 
with people from all corners off the earth, 
but also from all ages and times. In John’s 
gospel, Jesus describes His Father’s house 
as having “many rooms”, another picture 
of radical welcome. Jesus turns our 
expectations upside down: “The last will 
be first.” Those the world thinks don’t 
belong to the heavenly banquet may well 
be given the place of honour. God’s love is 
bigger, broader, and deeper than any of us 
can comprehend. 
Saint Paul once said that right now we see 
“as in a mirror, dimly”. In this painting, attributed to the workshop of Jusepe de 
Ribera, we meet a philosopher, possibly Socrates, gazing into a mirror. His clothes 
are torn and worn, hinting that what matters to him lies far beyond outward 
appearances. The mirror in his hand becomes more than a tool for vanity; it is a 
symbol of his search for deeper truths. When we look into the mirror of faith, and 
ask ourselves questions, we are not meant to be trapped in self-reflection alone, but 
to see ourselves as God sees us: beloved, sought after, called. One day, Paul says, the 
dim reflection will give way to seeing God “face to face.” Until then, our torn 
garments and unanswered questions are not signs of failure, no, they are reminders 
that our truest treasure is yet to come. Universalis 
 
PARISH RENEWAL Last week a small group gathered in the Parish Centre to listen to 
Emily Sit talk about Parish Ministries and what’s needed for these to grow and hence 
our parishes be renewed. Emily began with our context here in New Zealand 
including the influence of secularism, our core of faithful but aging people, our 
schools as mission-fields and the growth and vibrance brought by our migrant 
communities. She then spoke about how our focus is and needs to be MISSION, that 
we are all called to INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP and CO-RESPONSIBILITY for this 
mission. Emily then clarified the difference between (continued over page..) 
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NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 25 August 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 26 August 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 27 August 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 28 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 29 August  
10.00am Mass  St Joseph’s 

Cullinane  
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 30 August 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 31 August 
9.30am  Mass  St Mary’s 
12.00am Mass Jerusalem 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


(continued..) volunteers and disciples, where volunteers respond to a task, whereas disciples respond to a call and then 
ask, Lord what do you want from me?   A volunteers gives of their time, in contrast, a disciple gives their life.  Discipleship 
is primarily about relationships. Firstly, our relationship with Jesus the Christ and with our neighbour. Thus our ministry is 
not so much about what we do as who we belong to and who we are called to serve. This call to discipleship is not just a 
one-off thing, it requires a response every day. Our ministries are not simply collaborating with the priest but being co-
responsible, together with the priest for the life of the church. Every person has gifts and a fully alive parish needs 
everyone to share their gifts.  In Emily’s words “Every gift matters”. Emily then went on to quote Pope Francis from his 
encyclical Evangelium Gaudem “I dream of a missionary option, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything”, 
where mission is our reason for being and discipleship serves mission, as do our gifts. Emily finished by focussing on the 
importance of praying to the Holy Spirit - the Spirit who sanctifies, guides and renews us. We all agreed it was a very 
helpful presentation and fits in with our growing desire to be renewed. 
 

EMERGENCY HOUSING FUNDRAISER - As part of the Exploring Faith Group Homeless Hub Outreach a cake and children's 
book sale will be held after the 9.30am Sunday Mass next week the 31st of August to raise funds for emergency housing.   
 

PRIEST RETREAT I will be on retreat this coming week. Needless to say, I’m looking forward to being silent for a whole five 
days. Please say a prayer that I can hear the Spirit. Fr Craig 
 

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week. Parish renewal 
isn’t just for one person it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 October 2025. Register 
today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com  
Hope and Renewal Summit – Pray for Our Bishops 
This week, we pray for our bishops—those called to shepherd the 
Church with wisdom, humility, and faith. Let us intercede for them, 
asking Mary, Mother of the Church, to accompany and protect them 
in their ministry. 
Let us pray: Loving Father, strengthen our bishops with courage, 
wisdom, and compassion. May they lead with the heart of Christ—
rooted in truth, guided by your Spirit, and filled with hope. Mother 
Mary, gentle guide and faithful disciple, wrap them in your mantle 
of love and intercede for their ministry. Holy Spirit, set their hearts 
on fire for mission and renew their joy in shepherding your people. 
Amen. 
To learn more or support the Hope and Renewal Summit, visit 
hoperenewalsummit.com or email hoperenewal@pndiocese.org.nz 
 

MAORI EDUCATION COLLECTION – Sunday, 24 August 2025 
Specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. Alternatively, you can donate via direct credit to the parish 
bank account- St Mary’s BNZ 020630 0288029 01. Please include your name as the payee and use ‘Māori Ed’ as the 
reference. 
 

DEFIBRILATOR TRAINING - St John have advised us they are available to do the defibrillator training (3 steps for life) 
on Wednesday the 17th of September at 5.30pm. This will be held at St Mary's Church. All are welcome. 
 

WANTED: Ice cream containers & small glass jars to assist with soup kitchen. Happy to uplift.  Please contact Jane 027 
3803110.  Thank you. 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Joan Sullivan’s Team. Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jocelyn Hollis, Margaret O’Leary, Mary Elizabeth Quin, Angela Collins, Keith Brown, Beveley 
Flanagan, Elizabeth Coley, Bella Tioro, Marie Greenwell 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: Peter Gresham, Josephine Frances Fisher, John Eric Fisher, George Hoskin, Ivan Haddock, 
Margaret Haddock, Lorraine Hartley, Les Foley, Ian Mathieson, Eileen Hickey, Michael Hickey, Mary Watkins 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Isaiah 66.18-21 Second: Hebrews 12.5-7, 11-13 Gospel: Luke 13.22-30 
NEXT SUNDAY 31 August First: Sirach 3.17-20, 28-29 Second: Hebrews 12.18-19, 22-24a Gospel: Luke 4.1, 7-14 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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