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Fighting Hopelessness in the Jubilee Year of Hope 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
In this Jubilee Year focused on Christian Hope, it is a source of great 
anguish that many parts of our world are at war. Rather than hope, we 
see in the eyes of women and men, and most distressingly in the eyes 
of children, a sense of great hopelessness. 
Pope Leo XIV has immediately taken up the task of Popes throughout 
history who speak up for the cause of peace, and for the cause of 
justice. In his first Sunday address in St Peter’s Square, Pope Leo 
spoke about ongoing death and violence in Israel and Gaza, in Ukraine 
and the recent conflict in India and Pakistan. We see, too, warfare in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, in Sudan and in Myanmar, 
among other parts of the world. Among those conflicts, there is a 
unique pain in seeing the place of Our Lord’s birth, life, death and 
Resurrection torn apart by war, by famine and by destruction.  
Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, pronounced and upheld the dignity 
of every human person. We watch in horror as people’s dignity and 
their basic human rights are demeaned or destroyed in the places 
where Our Lord walked and preached. War and violence, especially in 
the context of civilian casualties and insecurity, cannot be wiped away 
as a problem “over there”, one far from our shores. We are appalled 
by the suffering caused by military and political leaders who seem 
indifferent when sacrificing the lives of innocent people. We urge all 
world leaders to work for a true peace in ending these conflicts. Where 
dignity and rights are trampled upon, we all have a duty to react with 
hearts of compassion and closeness to our brothers and sisters. 
Where peace and stability are elusive or seemingly unattainable, our 
prayers are all the more urgent and necessary. 
We implore the Catholic faithful through Aotearoa New Zealand to join 
us in praying this section* from Pope Francis’ prayer for peace: 
Lord, keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and 
perseverance we may opt for dialogue and    reconciliation. In this      
way may peace triumph at last, and may the words ‘division’, ‘hatred’ 
and ‘war’ be banished from the heart of every man and woman.  
Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands and grant us 
peace. 
May the glimmers of hope – a ceasefire, a commitment to talks – that 
we see be transformed into beams of peaceful light, carried by the 
prayers and actions of men and women of goodwill, seeking the 
peace that Christ  sought to bring into our world. In Christ, the Prince 
of Peace. 
 

Catholic Bishops of Aotearoa New Zealand 
 

*For a copy of Pope Francis’ prayer for peace in full, please see our 
website  
 
 

 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 26 May 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 27 May 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 28 May 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 29 May 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 30 May 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 31 May 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 1 June 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
11.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Tuesday 3 June 
5.30pm Session 2 St Marys 
Older Children’s Baptism 
Preparation 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE After a long lead in, the former presbytery at Holy Family has been sold.  
This sale has enabled our parish to purchase 38 Guyton St. This property, across the road from St Mary’s, was 
originally purchased by the diocese as a home for Fr Steve Hancy and has subsequently been upgraded and 
used as a presbytery and then as a book-a-bach.  Up until recently, we have only had to pay for rates and 
insurance.  The diocese has been very generous, and we are grateful. We are still carrying a large debt and 
this is slowing our response to some maintenance work and upgrade work, including much needed roof 
repairs at St Mary’s and Holy Family, the sound systems at both churches, and St Mary’s heating. 
 

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT  

      Watch, then like and share his message from the Diocesan Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18mnE6uoxR/ 

       Earlybird registrations close 15 June! www.hoperenewalsummit.com 
 

LAUDATO SI’ WEEK | 24 – 31 May 2025  
Laudato Si’ Week marks the 10th anniversary of Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical on care for our Common 
Home, first published on Pentecost Sunday, 24 May 2015. This year’s theme, “Peace with Creation,” highlights 
the importance of ecological conversion, care for the poor, and gratitude for the gift of creation. This week also 
coincides with the 800th anniversary of the Canticle of St. Francis, deepening the connection to Franciscan 
spirituality that inspired Laudato Si’. 
Laudato Si’ Anniversary Week Events 
New Plymouth 28 May, 6pm – St Joseph’s Church Interfaith Prayer on the Care of the Earth·31 May, 4pm. St 
Joseph’s Church Hall Viewing of The Letter: A Message for our Earth followed by discussion and reflection. A 
weekly study group on Laudato Si’ will follow. Contact: Helene Doyle – 022 109 0529 
Manawatū Region: From 24 May A special prayer or reflection will be sent to all on the Laudato Si’ email list. 
28 May, 7pm - Diocesan Centre Laudato Si’ Evening: Viewing of The Letter:  
A Message for our Earth followed by reflection and discussion. 31 May, 9am–4pm. Kopua Monastery Habitat 
Restoration Day Contact: Mary Eastham maeastham23@gmail.com or 021 903 984 
 

TURN DEBT INTO HOPE WEBINAR  | June 4: 
Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand is hosting a 30-minute webinar to invite people to take part in its "Turn Debt Into 
Hope" campaign. The global campaign for debt justice was launched by Pope Francis for the Jubilee Year, and 
Caritas has big plans to honour this legacy in Aotearoa. The webinar will feature guests from the Pacific 
explaining the impacts of climate debt, Caritas explaining what Kiwis can do about it and a chance for Q&A. 
Mark your diaries for 12 noon on Wednesday, June 4.  
Find out more and learn how you can get involved at www.caritas.org.nz/turndebtintohope 
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 | Expressions of Interest.  
The Diocese is taking expressions of interest for those young people who are thinking about attending World 
Youth Day (WYD) in Seoul, South Korea in 2027. The theme of this next WYD is “Take courage! I have overcome 
the world.” Pope Leo will be there. Pilgrims for this WYD need to be older than 18 to travel with the NZ group. 
We anticipate an early August 2027 time frame, but we are still waiting to hear officially. This expression doesn’t 
lock anyone in to going, but it means we have a group of people to communicate with going forward. Check out 
the official promo video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgtBKDW8iq0 
 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND RECEIPTS-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer. 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is Marianne Vine’s Team. Further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop Owen Dolan, Ester Peralta, Graeme McBride, 
Kate Hays, Joan Richardson 
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES: Rosalie Carson, Pat Haddock, Maureen Macdougall, Christine Sproson, Melvin Booth, 
Garrod Orsborn, David Hartley, Molly Cleary, Julie O’Leary 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 15.1-2 ,22-29 Second: Revelation 21.10-14, 22-23 Gospel: John 14. 23-29 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 1 June First: Acts 1.1-11 Second: Hebrews 9.24-28, 10,19-23 Gospel: Luke 24.46-53 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Session 4. 26 May at S Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from 5pm until 9 pm.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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