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Lord, to whom can we go?  You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and know that you are the Holy One of God. 
It’s normal to have doubts about our faith.  Sometimes these can be serious 
doubts and can be very painful and unsettling. There are reasons why this can 
happen, including a disordered understanding of our Christian faith; negative 
witness or scandalising behaviour from other Christians, (these can be priests or 
lay people); conflicts with other Catholics or Christians; the powerful attraction 
of a seductive world which is not compatible with the Christian vision. 
With prayer, with open and honest reflection and the support of others, some 
people will make their way through these doubt to a deeper understanding of 
what we are invited to believe and why.  Following his own experience of Jesus 
of Nazareth and his subsequent reflection, Peter recognises that Jesus alone has 
the words of eternal life and that there is really no viable alternative to the way 
of life that he proposes. Unlike some of Jesus’ disciples (followers), Peter is clear 
about the essence of Christ’s vision and the life that he brings. 
Faith is not a given. It is not simply a set of ideas to be held on to. It is a living 
relationship with the person of Jesus and his vision of life. It is a relationship that 
needs to be nourished and given room to grow. Our relationship with Jesus 
needs to be kept alive through prayer and striving to be like him - in everything 
we do and say. Nurturing our relationship with Jesus in this way, will help us to 
see what is truly life giving and worth sacrificing our time and talents for.  We 
Christians are called to live our faith so that others will come to know the heights 
and the depths, the breadth and the fullness of God’s love.  In living like this, we 
are all lifted up and become more fully human, more compassionate, more 
generous, more kind, more loving.  Jesus really does have the words of eternal 
life.  I encourage you to pick up your bible this week and get to know Jesus who 
is waiting to meet you anew.  Fr Craig  
 

Congratulations Fr John who celebrated 46 years of priesthood on Monday. Please 
pray God will continue to bless him with good health and reward him for his 
faithfulness. 
 

Holy Family Church-We have installed new lighting in the meeting room and provided  
a new microwave in the kitchen. There are a number of repairs/maintenance that we 
need some volunteers to help out with at Holy Family Church. The gutters need 
cleaning/the sacristy requires painting, the gate post that leads onto the field needs 
attention, the storage room needs to be cleaned out. If you are able to help with any of 
these jobs, please let us know. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 26 August 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 27 August 
9.30am     C/S Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 28 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 29 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 30 August 
10.30am Mass St Joseph’s 
Chapel Cullinane 
11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 31 August 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 1 September 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
11.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

Tuesday 27 August   
5.30pm First Communion 
Session St Marys 
 

Thursday 5th September 
5.3.0pm Becoming Catholic 
St Marys Church 
 

Sunday 8th September 
9.30am First Communion Mass 
St Marys Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
Ash Wednesday 14 Feb 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


 

Parish Social Gathering 10.30-1pm 
After the 9.30 am Mass on Sunday 25 August parishioners are invited to the Hall for a cup of tea and some authentic Irish 
Music and a potluck lunch. (Please bring something to share).  We look forward to seeing everyone there. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith, Friends 
and Pizza!!  
 

Divine Renovation Open House ‘Save the Date’ 22 & 23 November 2024 
‘Save the Date’ to the Divine Renovation Open House, being hosted by the Catholic Parish of New Plymouth. An ‘Open 
House’ is about building up your parish and your surrounding community and reigniting your passion for mission. 
DR Open House is an event where we dive into these three keys which we’ve seen bear so much fruit and give you practical 
workshops and resources to help spread concepts of renewal to other parishes in your area. 
What is the objective for an Open House? A day of learning and collaboration where parishes of a similar region gather to 
learn about the three keys from Divine Renovation. 
1. The Catholic Parish of New Plymouth will share principles and learnings 2. The Divine Renovation mission is shared with 
more parishes 3. More collective learning happens, and more stories shared to inspire parishes for what is possible More 
details will follow, with the link for registrations. 
Find out more at https://divinerenovation.org/openhouse.  If you wish to register your expression of interest, please email 
Chris at bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz and she will add your name to an email group when registration becomes available. 
 

Year of prayer 2024 | Towards Jubilee 2025 
Some great resources have been added to the Diocesan Year of Prayer webpage, and there is now a handy menu at the 
top of the page to easily navigate to the different sections. On the webpage you can find: 10 reflections from Pope Francis 
on the transforming power of prayer; “Teach Us to Pray” booklet, inspired by the teachings of Pope Francis; The Jubilee 
Prayer in English, Te Reo Māori and other languages; “Pilgrims of Hope” – the officical hymn for the 2025 Jubilee; The 
Diocesan Year of Prayer resource booklet; and Other prayer resources for use within your parishes, schools, communities 
and homes.  
Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 2025 at https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-
2025/.  
 

The Holy Family Conference of St Vincent de Paul -would like to thank parishioners for supporting our Father’s Day Raffle.  
The lucky winners were:- 1st Prize - ticket No 11 Janet Fawcet 2nd Prize - ticket No 309 The Van Kerkhoff Family  
 

Becoming Catholic- began last Thursday evening, our next meeting is on Thursday 5th September at 5.30pm at St Marys 
Church and will run fortnightly. 
 

Maori Education Collection– Sunday 25th August. There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively 
please pay by direct credit CPOW BNZ 020630 0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Māori Ed’ as reference.  
 

A Taste of Theology Lecture 6-Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is holding Lecture 6 in the series, A Taste of 
Theology. Rev Dr Merv Duffy will talk about “Christian identity, life and mission in Lumen Gentium, the Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church. This will be on Tuesday, 03 September 2024 from 5:30-6:30pm on Zoom. For a fee of $60 
you get access to all 9 courses in this lecture series and join the remaining live sessions. Go to 
www.tekupenga.ac.nz/tasteoftheology to register. 
 

Josephite Retreat Two Quiet Hours –Encountering God. Meeting Jesus at the Well.  John 4 with Juliet Kojis Bring A journal & pen. 
Tues 27 Aug 10am-12pm, $10 
 DVD Evening – Herself When the public housing system disappoints her, Sandra, a single mother, decides to build her own house.  In 
the process of doing so, she ends up rediscovering herself. Wed 28 August 6.30pm Koha 
 Art & Wellbeing-Feel a sense of wellbeing inspired through your own art with Cory Kondradki Thurs 5 Sep 10am-1pm $10 
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

Homeless Hub Outreach—The SOUP roster for next week is the Angela Aspinall’s Team.  
Further information contact Maureen Beard 027 491 2168 Pat Garforth 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED Robert Butcher and Johannes Graaf, Judith Vodanovich, Jim Kerr, Tony Falconer, Patricia Shortall 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: Merle Manson, Maria Dekker, Raymond Osborne, Margaret Haddock, Ivan Haddock, Doug 
Ahern, Michael & Eileen Hickey, Thema McCoy, Les Foley, Ian Matheson, George Hoskin, Noeline Haddock 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 25 Aug First Reading Joshua 24.1-2a, 15-17, 18b Second Reading Ephesians 4.32-5.2, 21-3 
Gospel Reading John 6.53, 60-69SUNDAY READINGS 1 Sept First Read Deuteronomy 4.1-2, 6-8 Second Reading James 
1.17-18, 21-22, 27 Gospel Reading Mark 7.1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
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