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WHAT DOES A GOOD SHEPHERD LOOK LIKE? 

Today we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday, a day when we are invited to pray for 

faithful shepherds to lead our Christian communities. The image of Jesus as a 

shepherd would have been immediately understood by the people of his time. 

Unlike our own experience of sheep farming, here in New Zealand today, shepherds 

in the Middle East at the time of Jesus, had a close relationship with their small 

flocks, knowing each sheep individually and leading them by the sound of his voice. 

Today’s gospel is concerned about the importance of good leadership, highlighting 

the importance of genuine care for people. Jesus describes the people of his own 

time as being “like sheep without a shepherd”.  In contrast he shows mercy toward 

the lost, heals the sick, warns against false prophets and protects those in his care.  

Authentic shepherds are recognised by the sheep, who freely choose to follow 

because they know his voice. False leaders are described as thieves and bandits, 

who seek only to harm. Today’s gospel ends with one of the most beautiful pieces 

of scripture in which Jesus declares that he came so that people might have life in 

all its fullness. In other words, faith is not and was never meant to be restrictive, 

but life-giving.  

Our world is changing fast and so is the church. 

Gone are the old days where vocations were 

thought of solely in terms of priestly or religious 

life. Vatican II made it clear that every baptised 

person has a vocation and a responsibility to 

contribute actively to both Church and society. 

In his own time, Pope Francis made it clear, that 

everyone shares some responsibility for the life 

of the church.  Christianity is not merely about 

personal piety but about generous service. 

Communities flourish only when all members 

recognise and live out their calling, responding 

personally to Christ’s ongoing invitation.  

This weekend we remember and thank God for all who sacrificed their own lives for 

the sake of our freedom.  War is a terrible thing, causing untold suffering and grief.  

We are fortunate to live in peace in this country but, at the same time, we know 

that many people don’t enjoy what we have. There are some bad shepherds in our 

world who are consumed by power and greed.  We have a good shepherd in Pope 

Leo, who has courageously spoken the truth to the war-mongers of our own time. 

In Rome while celebrating Mass on Palm Sunday he said very quietly and clearly for 

all the world to hear - “God does not listen to the prayers of those who wage war, 

but rejects them”. He supported this statement by quoting the prophet Isaiah: “Even 

though you make many prayers, I will not listen: your hands are full of blood” (Isa 1:15)   

We are blessed with a pope who won’t be pushed around or intimidated by the rich 

and powerful.  Please pray for him and with him, for peace. Fr Craig 

 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 27 April 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 28 April 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 29 April 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 30 April  
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 1 May 
10.30am Mass Cullinane  
11.20am Reconciliation and 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 2 May 
9.00am  Reconciliation and 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm Vigil Mass Holy Family 
 

Sunday 3 May 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
11.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Thursday 30th April  
6-8.00pm  Confirmation Prep 
 Session One 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


BAPTISMS Congratulations to Atticus, Raphael and Maeve McMenamin-Pervan who were welcomed into our faith 
community last Sunday through baptism. May God continue to bless you on your journey of faith. 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS AND SEMINARY APPEAL The cost of formation is significant, approximately 
$60,000 per seminarian per year, along with $20,000 annually to meet the fixed costs of running the seminary.  Specially 
marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. Donations can also be made via direct credit to St Marys Wanganui 
BNZ 020630 0288029 01 Please use your name as the payee and “Seminary Appeal” as the reference. A Word of 
Encouragement To our young people: If you are considering it, please speak with any of our diocesan priests. Fr Trung is 
currently preparing a Vocations Discernment Retreat the weekend of 26 - 28 June 2026. For enquiries or support, please 
contact the Diocese of Palmerston North Vocations Director, Fr Trung Nguyen on 022 062 6726 or email 
vocations@pndiocese.org.nz.  Thank you for your continued generosity, support, and prayers for vocations. 
 

Heavenly Father, in your boundless love, you call each of us to follow you and serve your people.  
Grant that many young people will hear your gentle invitation and respond with generous hearts to lives of 

priesthood, religious life, and dedicated Christian service.  
Inspire in us, your Church a renewed spirit of openness to your will.  

Strengthen those discerning their vocation, and guide them with wisdom, courage, and peace.  
Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

may we always trust in your providence and joyfully say “yes” to your call.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
ST CARLO ACUTIS EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES EXHIBITION The Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition consists of 40 panels of 
Eucharistic miracles from around the world, gathered and presented by St Carlo Acutis. Carlo was 15 when he died, and 
this exhibition is his gift to the Church. This exhibition will come here to Whanganui on the 7th May.  Details to come. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026 The Catholic Parish of Whanganui offers an amazing Confirmation Programme for 
anyone aged 15 + Sessions are run from 6-8pm on Thursday evening at Saint Mary's Church Hall. They will begin Thursday 
30th of April with an information evening for Parents and Young People. Please fill in this form to register. 

https://forms.gle/kjBvb6BibTNnXKsL7. Or if you haven’t managed to register come along to the first session and 
register then.  Email Rain at youth.cpow@gmail.com for any additional information. 
 

Urgent Need for Christian Foster Parents The Open Home Foundation is calling on any Christians who feel called to be 
foster parents. You can make a difference, if just for a weekend, a week or long-term. Contact Jo.Berrington-
Hince@ohf.org.nz for more information. You can also watch their promo video here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S9cmZ6XyMGr4n2iVOe49VhzNepTy-YT5/view 
 

Prayer Retreat for Women | Magnificat Retreat Centre, Featherston All women are warmly invited to a Prayer Retreat 
for Women, a weekend to step away from daily life and grow in prayer. The retreat includes talks exploring the meaning 
of prayer, why we pray, and how to deepen our prayer through humility, along with time for personal prayer, Holy Mass, 
Eucharistic Adoration, and spiritual direction. The retreat begins with dinner at 6pm Friday 15 May and concludes 3pm 
Sunday 17 May after the final session and Rosary. To register: https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BBMC 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH – the SOUP roster for next week is Raewyn Hoskin’s team. For further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637 
RECEIPTS- Are available to collect from St Mary’s Foyer or have been emailed to you. If you would like a hard copy please 
let the office know. 
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES- Please collect from St Mary’s Church foyer. 

RECENTLY DECEASED:   
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES Kathleen Trillo, Graeme McBride, Noel Boyle, Anna Scoullar-Jones, Tony Griffiths, Jonathon Parkes, 
John McDonald, Sister Damian   Marlene Phillips, Terry Gra, Tim Morahan, Paul Alexander, Max Benseman, Joyce Burrell, 
Shane Gallagher, Brian Knuth, Sharon Knuth, Margaret & Jim Hunt 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 2.14, 36b-41 Second: 1 Peter 2.2.20b-25 Gospel: John 10.1-10 
NEXT SUNDAY EASTER SUNDAY 3 May First: Acts 6.1-7 Second: 1 Peter 2-9 Gospel: John 14.1-12 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall.  Please bring a gold coin 
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's 
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might 
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.  
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