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LISTENING TO A VOICE FROM THE HOLY LAND 
About fifty parishioners gathered last Sunday to hear Katrina Mitchell-
Kouttab, a Palestinian Christian, share her moving story of faith and 
endurance in the land where Jesus was born. 
Katrina spoke with warmth and honesty about the challenges her family and 
community face each day, and about the hope that continues to sustain 
them.  She reminded us that the Holy Land is not only a place of sacred 
history but also a living home for Christian, Muslim and Jews alike who long 
for safety dignity and peace. 
She described the deep roots of Christianity in Palestine and the strength that 
comes from prayer and community, even amid hardship.  Her words invited 
us to reflect on how our own faith calls us to listen to those who suffer, to 
keep hope alive, and to be instruments of 
peace in our daily lives. 
Those present were deeply moved.  Katrina 
encouraged us to: 
• Pray for peace in the Holy Land and for all 
who live with fear or loss. 
• Seek understanding of the lives of Christians 
in Palestine. 
• Stand for compassion and dignity, rejecting 
hatred and despair. 
• Support peace-building efforts that bring 
people together rather than apart. 
Her message of faith and hope echoed the 
work of Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand, the 
Catholic Church’s agency for justice, peace 
and development.  Through its partner Caritas Jerusalem, it provides food, 
clean water, medical care, shelter, and mental-health support to those 
affected by the humanitarian crisis in the Holy Land. 
Caritas calls us as Church to stand in solidarity, to pray for those who suffer, 
and to act with compassion so that dignity and hope might be 
restored.  Katrina’s witness was a powerful reminder that peace begins in 

each of our hearts.  John McMenamin (Chair Parish Council) 
 

    SUMMER’S COMING AND SO ARE OUR YOUTH MINISTRY SUMMER CAMPS! 
Summer is just around the corner, and with it comes an amazing opportunity for our 
teens to encounter Christ and community at two life-changing Summer Camps. The 
cost to attend these camps is significant, so throughout October and November we’re 
ramping up our fundraising efforts to help make this possible for our young people. 

Car Boot Sale & Fair Saturday 1 November, 11:30am    St Mary’s Church 

Grounds   $20 per car boot or table stall To book a space or find out more, 
email Rain at youth.cpow@gmail.com or call 021 265 6068.  
Come along, grab a bargain, and enjoy a great community day out while helping our 
young people get to camp! 
 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 27 October 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 28 October 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 29 October 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 30 October 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 31 October 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 1 November 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 2 November 
9.30am  Mass  St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Saturday 1 November 
11.30am Car Boot Sale 
 

Thursday 6th November 
 

7.00pm Memorial Mass 
 

Sunday 9th November 
12pm-2.30pm Hidden Disabilities 
Workshop   St Mary’s Hall 

mailto:youth.cpow@gmail.com
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CONGRATULATIONS to Matiria Mar and family. Matiria was baptised at St Mary’s Church on Sunday 19th October. 
 
CATHOLIC KIWI PODCAST The New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference has launched a new podcast series, sharing 
stories of faith, ministry and mission of Kiwis and visitors to our shores. The first episodes have been released, with new 
episodes scheduled as part of season 1 leading up to Christmas. Search “Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on YouTube or Spotify 
now. 
 
DIOCESAN ART TRAIL 
In this Year of Jubilee, ad to celebrate the Jubilee of Artists that occurred in 
February, parishes across the Diocese of Palmerston North have been 
showcasing their sacred artwork for all to enjoy. Visit 
www.pndiocese.org.nz/ArtTrail to view the list of participating parishes and 
read some information on the various artworks you can admire around the 
diocese. 
 
INVITE FR JOHNS 80th 
Join us in celebrating the momentous occasion of Fr John Roberts’ 80th birthday and show our appreciation for his long 
and dedicated service to our communities. 
Sunday 16 November, St Mary’s Church Hall, 1 Campbell St Whanganui. Gather 11am, celebration begins 11:30am. RSVP 
to gaktlynch@gmail.com by 6 November. 
 

FOODBANK   
Parishioners are encouraged to continue supporting our foodbank by bringing grocery items to leave in the church foyer.   
 

HIDDEN DISABILITY SUNFLOWER SCHEME (HDSS) Information Workshop 
David Loving-Molloy will be running a workshop at St. Mary’s Hall , 1 Campbell Street Whanganui on Sunday 9th November 
from 12pm – 2.30pm. BYO LUNCH 
For more information, contact David Loving-Molloy:  catholic.deaf@pndiocese.org.nz 
 
Great Saints of Italy Tour 2026 
Fr Chris Friel from Timaru will lead a two week tour to Italy in May 2026. 
Please contact Pilgrimage Tours Ph 0800 99 77 88 or www.theTOURcompany.net for the full itinerary and price. 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2026- are available at the office. $15 each 
 

SVDP Wanted: soft toys for The Vinnies Shop. We are very low on toys stock. Please drop them into 217 Victoria Avenue. 
 

OCTOBER ROSARY for the month of October will be prayed before Masses/Communion Services each day from Monday 
to Saturday morning. All urged to attend.  
 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH - The SUMMER roster for next week is The Kaiwhaiki Team.  Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Yvonne Meynell, Paul Vodanovich, Anne Murray, Pat Ryan, Amiria Beamsley, Sr Mary McKernan 
DOC, Peter Crotty, Jacinto Figueroa, Fr Grahame Connolly SM, Marie Wright (nee O’Connell) Marion Grinstead 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES: Colleen Cavanagh, Patrick McGonigle and Frances Tyler, Clodisa Oliva, Veronica McAfee, 
Margaret Connors, Maurice Gallagher, Muriel Fleming, Laurence and Maxine Conder, Florence Smith, Tiny Catherine 
Smith, Rod Stein, Diane Scoullar 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Sirach 35.15-17, 20-22 Second: 2 Timothy 4. 6-8, 16-18 Gospel: Luke 18.9-14 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 2 November First: Ezekiel 37.1,4-6, 12-14 Second: 1 Peter 1. 3-9 Gospel: Luke 7.11-17 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP – If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm on a Sunday 
 at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP – If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday night  
6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall. 
6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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