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WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND 
THE ELDERLY 

This year the Church marks the sixth World Day for 
Grandparents and the Elderly with the theme, “I will 
never forget you” Isaiah 49:15. Today we warmly 
honour our grandparents and all older members of 
our parish family. They are keepers of memory, 
teachers of faith, and witnesses to patient love. 
Through their stories, prayers, humour, and quiet 
sacrifices, they help pass on the Gospel from one 
generation to the next. Today, may we take time to 
thank them, visit them, listen to them, and remind 
them that they are cherished by God and by us. We 
ask the Lord to bless all grandparents with good 
health, joy and peace. Please make time to spend 
with your elderly parents and grandparents. They 
need you and you need them! 
 
PARISH UPDATE I started back at work on Wednesday on a graduated basis. Ie a few 
hours at a time.  With limited facial control, talking is tiring.  Eating and drinking are 
a whole other thing!  I will celebrate some Masses but find long conversations tiring. 
So, please excuse me not standing around talking.  Discussing my current limitations 
with Fr John (who himself has not been well, but is getting better) we agree that we 
will limit weekday Masses to one per day for the time being, including Tuesdays at 
Holy Family and Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays at St Mary’s.  Please take note of 
the Mass Schedule on the front page. Weekend Masses will stay the same. I am in 
conversation with Bishop John about getting some priestly help and he has already 
expressed his support for this. On a personal note, thank you to everyone who has 
expressed their support with messages and food parcels. I am very grateful.  Jo’s last 
day with us is on Wednesday this week and we will have a farewell morning tea this 
Friday.  Everyone is welcome. Fr Craig 
 

ARS CELEBRANDI WORKSHOP Drawing inspiration from Pope Francis’ Apostolic 
Letter Desiderio Desideravi (“I have earnestly desired”), the Ars Celebrandi 
Workshop with visiting priest, Fr Paul Turner invites us to rediscover the beauty, 
mystery, and transformative power of the liturgy. Pope Francis reminds us that the 
liturgy is not simply something we do, but is an encounter with the living Christ, who 
passionately desires to gather his people around the Eucharistic table.  Be formed 
and renewed! Tuesday 28 July, 7 - 8:30pm | Diocesan Centre, 33 Amesbury St, 
Palmerston  North.  Please email bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz to register.  
 

ST MARY’S SCHOOL PRINCIPAL Thank you to everyone who took the time to 
complete our New Principal/Tumuaki Recruitment consultation survey. We 
appreciate your thoughtful feedback and the time you have invested in supporting 
this important process. Your responses will help guide the Board as we move 
forward with the recruitment and appointment of our next Principal/Tumuaki, 
ensuring we seek a leader who will continue to nurture our tamariki and uphold the 
strong Catholic character and values of St Mary's School. A summary timeline is 

published on noticeboards. St Mary's School BOT 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 27 July 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 28 July 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
 

Wednesday 29 July 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 30 July 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 31 July 
10.30am Mass Cullinane  
11.20am Reconciliation St M 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 1 August 
9.00am  Reconciliation St M 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm Mass Holy Family 
 

Sunday 2 August 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

Wednesday 5 August 
Braden Johnson “Made for 
More” Mission 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

mailto:bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


BRADEN JOHNSON International Youth Speaker Braden Johnsen is coming to our 
diocese and will be travelling to schools and parishes across our dioceses in the first 
week of August. His presentation builds on the momentum of the Saint Carlo Acutis 
Relic Mission earlier this year. Many young people were drawn into a deeper love 
for the Eucharist through Carlo's story. They will now have the chance to encounter 
Braden, another young person whose life was changed by Christ in the Eucharist, 
and to hear how his decision to follow Jesus daily has given him far more than the 
fame and success he once chased. As well as two youth events, including at 
Cullinane College, Braden will give an mission including his testimony and prayer 
here at St Mary’s on Wednesday 5 August. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Nate Cabrera and his family. Nate was baptised at St 
Mary’s Church on Sunday 19th July at St Mary’s Church. 
 

JO BOULT’S FAREWELL Jo has served our parish community for more than 10 years and will leave us this week 
to retire.  You are invited to come and wish her well at a Morning Tea this Friday at 10.00 am at St Mary’s 
 

POSITION AVAILABLE The Catholic Parish of Whanganui is seeking a highly organised and pastoral Parish 
Secretary/Administrator to support the Parish Priest and wider parish community. This is a key front facing 
role at the heart of parish life, combining office administration, computer work, financial support and 
coordination of people and activities. We offer a supportive, inclusive workplace with flexibility, training, and 
the chance to make a genuine difference. If you're seeking work with purpose, we encourage you to apply.  
Please send your CV and a brief cover letter outlining your suitability for this role and your connection with or 
understanding of the Catholic Church to Mike O’Sullivan mike@nzsurveyor.co.nz   Applications close on Friday 
31 July 2026 
 

YOUTH FESTIVAL 2026: Fully Alive Young people (aged 12–35) are invited to come together for Youth Festival 
2026: Fully Alive on Saturday 1 August, from 9.30am to 7.30pm, at St Peter’s College, Palmerston North.  
It will be a full day of faith, friendship, energy and encounter, created to help young people discover the fullness 
of life found in Christ. Please consider the young people in your family, parish or community who may appreciate 
a personal invitation. Register using the QR code on the poster or visit https://www.trybooking.com/nz/BECK 
 

NOVEMBER 2026 Funding Round | Catholic Charities Foundation  
Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social 
Services are invited to apply for funding from the Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall 
Foundation through the Diocesan Allocations group. The priority is to fund Catholic and community 
organisations who are working in areas identified as priorities by the Catholic Charities Foundation of 
Palmerston North and the Tindall Foundation, and aligned with the diocesan goals. We are charged with the 
funding support of groups committed to social, pastoral, charitable and educational needs in the diocese. 
Applications are judged based on need, resource availability and the fulfilment of set criteria. Applications are 
now open and are due by Wednesday 30 September 2026. Application forms and more information can be 
found here: https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/  
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH – the SOUP roster for next week is the Jo Smilie’s team. For further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jayda Reilly, Joanna March, Joan Adams (Bishop John Adams mother) Raukura Boatwright 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES Annie Haddock, Lake Falconer, Kevin Goodgame, Robert Butcher, Maurice Crowley, Teresa 
Crowley, Valerie Mora 
TODAY’S READINGS First: 1 Kings 3.5-12++ Second: Romans 8. 28-30 Gospel: Matthew 13.44-52 
NEXT SUNDAY 2 AUGUST First: Isaiah 55.1-3 Second: Romans 8. 35, 37-39 Gospel: Matthew 14.13-21 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall.  Please bring a gold coin 
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily.  
YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint 
Mary's Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the 
night might change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass.  
All Young Adults welcome.  
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