
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
30 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

            27 October 2024 
 

RESTING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY ONE 

 

God invites us to worship Christ Jesus, who opens our eyes to the marvels that he has 
done for us as our high priest, and reveals to us his tenderness and compassion. The 
Gospel reading below, also reassures us that our God never abandons us, even in our 
bondage.  

As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large crowd, Bartimaeus (that is, the son of 
Timaeus), a blind beggar, was sitting at the side of the road. When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout and to say, ‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me.’ 
And many of them scolded him and told him to keep quiet, but he only shouted all the 
louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So, they 
called the blind man. ‘Courage,’ they said ‘get up; he is calling you.’ Throwing off his cloak, 
he jumped up and went to Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 
‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man said to him, ‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; 
your faith has saved you.’ And immediately his sight returned, and he followed him along 
the road. Mark 10:46-52 

 

PRAYER REFLECTION  I come to prayer freely, aware that I am responding to the 
invitation of the Father, who draws me into relationship with Jesus. As I come to rest in 
my own way, I allow myself to be ‘found’ by God . . . When I am ready, I slowly read this 
engaging story of human vulnerability and Jesus’s response to it. I ask the Holy Spirit to 
help me absorb the story in a fresh way today, letting it speak to my heart. One way to 
engage with the text is to use my God-given imagination. I may like to imagine myself as 
a blind beggar, stretching out cupped, begging hands . . . a visible statement of my 
vulnerabilities and needs. Perhaps I adopt this physical gesture in prayer as I focus on my 
deepest innermost desires. I take a moment to connect these desires with my cupped 
hands. What do I notice? Perhaps I feel an overwhelming yearning to encounter Jesus as 
he walks down my road, but then hear voices telling me I am not worthy to be noticed, 
with my blind eyes and poverty, my bare feet and dirty hands. But I am driven to shout 
even louder: ‘Jesus, have pity on me!’ . . . and now the unimaginable happens, and I am 
noticed by the Lord! The world stops. I hear Jesus ask me: ‘What do you want me to do 
for you?’ Christ already knows the desires of my heart, but he wants me to share them 
with him in my own words . . . I allow the scene to fade. I now share my deepest longings 
with the Lord of compassion and tenderness. I rest in the Presence of the Holy One.
               Prepared by St Beuno’s Outreach 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 28 October 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 29 October 
9.30am No C/S Holy Family  
12.05pm  C/S St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 30 October 
12.05pm  C/S St Mary’s  
 

Thursday 31 October 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 1 November 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 2 November 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 3 November 
9.30am   Mass St Mary’s 
11.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Thursday 7 November 
7.00pm Memorial Mass 
               St Mary’s Church 

Sunday 1 December 
11.00am Parish AGM 
 Parish Hall 

 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


THIS WEEK Fr John and I will be away on Tuesday and Wednesday for the Annual Jubilee of Priest hood celebrations 
(Tues) and a day of Professional Development on Wednesday.  We will not be available for Masses and we are both 
grateful for your understanding. Also, there will be no Communion Service at Holy Family church on Tuesday because the 
power will be off in the area. Fr Craig 
 

ALL SOULS DAY MEMORIAL MASS- Thursday 7th November at 7pm. Everyone is most welcome. There is a box for mass 
intentions and a book in the foyer to put write names into. If you are able to help out with a cup of tea afterwards we 
would be most grateful. Please let Jo in the office know if you are able. 
  

JOSEPHITE RETREAT Wander to Wonder-You’re invited to join us on a contemplative walk in the peaceful setting of Roto Mokoia 
Westmere Lake. The terrain is easy and the pace is meditative, mostly walking with the gift of silence, with a few contemplative 
exercises, stopping at intervals for reflection. Bring water, sturdy shoes, an extra layer, walking poles(opt. some lunch items to share 
with Merita Holder & Juliet Kojis Tues 5 Nov 10am-12.30pm Koha (Rain off day Fri 8 Nov.)  
Art and Wellbeing Feel a sense of wellbeing inspired through your own art. with Cory Kondracki Thurs 7 Nov 10am-1pm, $10 
 To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

ANNUAL MASS TO CELEBRATE JUBILEES OF PRIESTLY ORDINATION Everyone is invited to the Mass which will be 
celebrated this Tuesday 29 October at 12.05 pm in the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, with Bishop John 
Adams presiding. Those celebrating Jubilees this year are: Deacon Danny Karatea (10 years) Fr Barry Scannell SM (30 
years) Fr Percy Kimble SM (50 years) Fr Nicho Verkley OCSO (50 years) Bishop Owen Dolan (70 years)  Congratulations 
and blessings to all our Jubilarians! 
 

YOUTH GROUP Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. 
Come along for Fun, Faith, Friends and Pizza!!  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our next meeting is Thursday 31st of 
October 7-9pm 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui. Bring something to 
share (biscuits, baking etc). What to expect: A chance to get to 
know other young adults in the Parish, watch an episode of The 
Chosen and have a chat. An opportunity to grow deeper in faith 
and community.  

OPEN HOUSE AT THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF NEW PLYMOUTH 
3 PM Friday 22 November to 4 PM Saturday 23rd November 

573 Devon Street East, Fitzroy, New Plymouth 
 Registration  www.divinerenovation.org/openhouse 

 

It would help Parish planning if you would indicate your interest to the Parish Office (an e-mail, text or a brief note will 
suffice). This will help organising attendance, car sharing, etc, to this important event. 
 

SVDP Raffle - Dear Parishioners, The Holy family Conference of St Vincent de Paul will be selling its Christmas raffle again 
during Advent. If you have any items that you would like to donate towards the raffle they would be greatly appreciated. 
They can be dropped into the shop or Margaret Gudsell is happy to pick them up.  Margaret 027 2770336. Thank you all 
for your wonderful support of our raffles throughout the year. 
 

NEW ZEALAND CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION RETREAT | 15 – 16 NOV 2024 NZCMA is an organisation that 
provides community support and chaplaincy for those involved in providing health care in Aotearoa. We invite 
doctors, nurses, midwives, students, carers, pharmacists, physiotherapists, psychologists, counsellors, social 
workers, chaplains, dentists, health administrators, lawyers, and anyone in allied roles to join us. 
Retreat and Seminar 15-16 November 2024, based at the Home of Compassion, Island Bay, Wellington. Details and 
registration: This link  
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS- Are available at the office. $15.00 each 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Maureen Down’s Team. 
Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Elizabeth Chupuico, Sr Marie Hawkins rsj, Clodisa Oliva, Tony Janson, Veronica McAfee, Jean Willis, 
Johnathan Parkes 
 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES: Margaret Connors, June Todd, Patrick Todd, Joyce Cummings, John Ashworth Roache, Yuko 
Irving, Margaret Walsh, Muriel Fleming, Maurice Gallagher, Patrick McGonigle, Colleen Cavanagh, Murray Ahern, Florence 
Smith, Catherine Smith, Rodney Thomas Stein 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 27 Oct First Reading Jeremiah 31.7-9 Second Reading Hebrews 5.1-6 Gospel Mark 10.46-52 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 3 Nov First Reading Deuteronomy 6.2-6 Second Reading Hebrews 7.23-28 Gospel Mark 12.28-34 
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