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“LORD TEACH US HOW TO PRAY” 
 

Even though we pray the Lord’s Prayer often, it’s helpful to look at it again with fresh 
eyes. The Lord’s Prayer, or the “Our Father,” holds a central place in Catholic worship 
and the daily prayer of all Christians. Jesus’ prayer is a model for all prayer, 
expressing our intimacy with God as a loving parent and the communal nature of 
Christian life. Each phrase carries deep meaning. When praying, Jesus called God 
Abba. He used this affectionate term to express his close (familial) relationship with 
God and, in teaching his first disciples how to pray, he was encouraging them to 
enter into a similar close relationship with God, emphasizing the need for childlike 
trust in God.  When we pray “Our Father” we are expressing our belief that we are 
all God’s (deeply loved) children - brothers and sisters - everyone! The phrase “Who 
art in heaven” affirms God’s transcendence. 
This in no way denies God’s immanence or 
closeness. God is both. To “hallow” God’s 
name is to honour and glorify God through 
our words and especially our actions. “Thy 
kingdom come” reflects our hope for God’s 
reign to come about here on earth (as it is in 
heaven) At the same time it encourages us to 
work for justice, peace and the well-being of 
others. “Thy will be done” is a huge prayer. It 
demands we put our own concerns to one 
side, saying rather, help us do what YOU want 
us to do. “Give us this day our daily bread” 
acknowledges our need for food, both 
material and spiritual.  The key word is daily. 
Nowhere does Jesus ever say to his disciples 
- store up what you might need for the future. 
Seeking our own forgiveness is an act of 
humility. At the same time, it comes with the 
responsibility to forgive others.  When we 
forgive, we become like Christ and grow in humility and compassion. Lastly, praying 
for deliverance from evil asks for God’s protection against temptation and harm. We 
are encouraged to pray this prayer every day, to teach it to our children and 
grandchildren and reflect on its meaning as a guide for living. This prayer carries 
ethical implications, urging us to work for justice, support those in need, and 
practice forgiveness.  Importantly, the Lord’s Prayer helps foster unity among all 
Christians, serving as a bridge in ecumenical gatherings. For Catholics, the Lord’s 
Prayer is a daily source of faith, hope, and charity, shaping our spiritual life and 
guiding our actions in the world. Fr Craig 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD During the past week our Lectors (previously known as 
Readers) attended an ongoing formation event.  We were blessed with some new 
people stepping up. At this session, I asked for some small changes. We are now 
using the term Lector, because it more accurately describes their role.  A lector is 
one who proclaims the scripture readings at Mass. In proclaiming the reading, 
backed up by prayer and careful preparation, we listeners are better able to hear 
God speak to us.  Also, I have asked the lectors to pause for a few moments after the 
reading (i.e. before returning to their seats) giving everyone a moment to reflect on 
what they have heard. Fr Craig 
 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 28 July 
9.00am  NO C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 29 July 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 30 July 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 31 July 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 1 August 
10.00am Mass  St Joseph’s 

Cullinane  
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 2 August 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 3 August 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
11.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

 
Tuesday 4 August 
5.30pm First Communion 

Session Three 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


CONFIRMATION MASS Congratulations to Alexis Kemp, Dinishiya 
Keeth and Ryder Zimmerman who received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation last Sunday.  
Thank you to Rain and the team from Palmerston North who 
helped prepare them.   
Special thanks to Bishop John Adams who presided at Mass and all 
who supported these young people  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU- to all the generous parishioners who have donated money for the defibrillators for St Mary’s and Holy Family 
Churches. We have received enough to pay for them both in full (and cabinets to hold them in). We have placed the order 
and expect to have them in August some time. 
 

HANDBAGS Please be wary of leaving valuables such as handbags and phones unattended during mass.  
 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION| National Mass 
The Bishops of New Zealand invite you to join them at the National Marian Shrine on August 15, the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The celebration of our national feast day is part of the Bishops’ second of two 
national pilgrimages during the Jubilee Year. Mass will be celebrated at 6pm on Friday, August 15 at St Mary of the Angels 
Church, Boulcott St, Wellington. All are welcome. 
 

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week. Parish renewal 
isn’t just for one person it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 October 2025. Register 
today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com  
Prayer for the Summit – Trusting in God’s Provision 
As we continue our journey towards the Hope and Renewal Summit this October, we pause to pray: “God our Provider, 
we trust in your abundance.” 
Lord, provide for those in financial hardship. Raise up generous sponsors to help others attend. Help us all to trust your 
provision and be responsive to the gentle promptings of your Spirit. St Mary Magdalene, whose feast is 22 July and who 
gave all in love for Jesus – pray for us. May we grow in humility and generosity, serving your mission with joy. Amen. If you 
feel called to support someone’s attendance, or want to know how you can contribute, please email 
hoperenewal@pndiocese.org.nz. Your generosity could make a lasting difference. 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Kaiwhaiki Team. Further information contact Maureen 
027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

JUBILEE YOUTH FESTIVAL| 2 August 2025 On August 2, 2025, the Palmerston North Diocese will celebrate the global 
Jubilee for Youth with the Jubilee Youth Festival at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. This event is all about renewal, hope, 
and deepening faith through inspiring talks, worship, music, and activities. Saturday, August 2, 2025 at 10:45 AM - 8:30 
PM at The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North $10 per person. Young people from all diocesan groups are 
invited to come together for a day filled with Mass, fellowship, workshops, games, adoration, and a party! If you're coming 
from out of town, overnight accommodation is available at local church halls (bring your own bedding). 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Paul Gleeson, Brian Vaughan, Claudio Petronelli, Paul Novak, Noeline Bradley, Lake Falconer, Gordon 
Blair, Heather Wagstaff, Valerie Mora 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES: Johannes Graaf, Judith Vodanovich, Annie Haddock, Chrissy Smith, Fr Bill Corcoran, Robert Butcher, 
Maurice Crowley, Teresa Crowley, Shaun Crowley, Michael Coleman, Doug Price 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Genesis 18.20-21, 23-32 Second: Colossians 2.6-14 Gospel: Luke 11.1-13 
NEXT SUNDAY 3 August First: Ecclesiastes 1.2;2.21-23 Second: Colossians 3.1-5, 9-11 Gospel: Luke 12.13-21 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 

file:///C:/Users/craigbutler/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Mail%20Downloads/968FDB94-81D2-4425-8EFA-A3361F02BEA2/www.hoperenewalsummit.com
mailto:hoperenewal@pndiocese.org.nz

