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HOLY WEEK TIMETABLE 2026 
 

ALL EASTER CEREMONIES WILL BE  HELD AT ST MARY’S CHURCH 
 
Monday – 30 March 

 

9:00am   Communion Service  Holy Family 
 

Tuesday – 31 March 

9.30am  Mass    Holy Family 
12.00pm   Chrism Mass   Cathedral of Holy Spirit  
                                                            Palmerston North 
Wednesday – 1 April 

11.30am  Reconciliation Rite I  St Mary’s 

12.05pm   Mass     St Mary’s 

5.30-6.30pm Reconciliation Rite I  St Mary’s 
Holy Thursday – 2 April 

9.00am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s 

12.00-1.00pm Reconciliation Rite I  St Mary’s 

7:00pm   Mass of the Lord’s Supper St Mary’s 

9:30pm   Night prayer    St Mary’s 
 

Good Friday – 3 April 

9.00am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s  

10.00am  Stations of the Cross  St Mary’s 

3:00pm   Good Friday Service   St Mary’s 
 

Holy Saturday Vigil – 4 April 
 

9.00am  Morning Prayer  St Mary’s 
8.00pm   Easter Vigil Mass  St Mary’s 
Easter Sunday – 5 April 

 

9:30am    Easter Sunday Mass   St Mary’s 
 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 30 March 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 31 March 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Chrism Mass 
The Cathedral Palmerston North 
 

ALL EASTER CEREMONIES WILL 
BE HELD AT ST MARY’S 
CHURCH 
 
Wednesday 1 April 
11.30am Rite I  
12.05pm Mass  
5.30pm Rite I  
 

Thursday 2 April Holy Thursday 
9.00am Morning Prayer 
12.00pm Rite I  
7.00pm The Lord’s Supper 
9.30pm Night Prayer 
 

Friday 3 April Good Friday 
9.00am Morning Prayer  
10.00am Stations of the Cross 
3.00pm Service St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 4 April Holy Saturday 

9.00am  Morning Prayer 
8.00pm  Easter Vigil 
 

Sunday 5 April Easter Sunday 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30PM  NO MASS 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


HUI ARANGA 2026 - This year, local Catholic Māori clubs including St Peter Chanel Club are hosting the annual Hui 
Aranga (Easter Gathering) here in Whanganui. This event runs from Thursday 2 through to Sunday, 5 April and will be 
held at Cullinane College. Hui Aranga is a national gathering of Catholic Māori from throughout the country for a 
celebration of faith, culture, and sport. Hui Aranga has a proud and long-standing history dating back to Ōtaki in 
1946.  This year marks its 80th anniversary and is attracting more than 1200 participants from 15 rōpū (groups). Since its 
establishment, Hui Aranga has played an important role in sustaining Catholic Māori cultural identity, leadership, and 
local community connection. Activities over the 4-day event include: Kapa haka competition, Whaikōrero (Speech) 
competitions, Pātere (Chanting) and various sporting disciplines, including Table tennis, Tennis, Rugby, Netball, 
Volleyball, Basketball, Touch Rugby and Ki o Rahi (a fast-paced traditional Māori ball sport played on a circular field).  
Easter celebrations include, Holy Thursday Mass, Good Friday Service, Easter Saturday Vigil of Light and Water and 
Easter Sunday Mass. Everyone is welcome to attend any of the Easter Liturgies.  The organisers are seeking financial 
support for this event.  If you would like to help, please contact Kararaina Ratana-Peina 021 035 9995  Fr Craig 
 

EASTER SINGERS AND MUSICIANS will gather on Sunday 29 March at 6.45pm at St. Mary's.  All are welcome. Music for 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION– 3 April 2026 Each year, the Holy Father invites Catholics around the world to support the 
Good Friday Collection – a humble yet powerful gesture of solidarity with the Christian communities who continue to 
walk faithfully in the very places where Jesus lived, preached, died, and rose again. Here in Aotearoa New Zealand, our 
contribution supports the upkeep of the Shrine Church in Cana, Galilee, as well as twenty university scholarships for 
students at Bethlehem University. Since 1342, the Apostolic See has entrusted the Franciscans as the guardians of the 
Holy Land, and funds from every nation are forwarded to the Franciscan Custody to assist with their essential pastoral, 
educational, and humanitarian work. I hope that the collection of the coming Good Friday 2026 will be a concrete sign of 
solidarity from our local Church with the Church in the Holy Land, which today suffers more than ever because of the 
ongoing war in the Middle East. Your generosity helps sustain Christian families who are living through profound 
hardship and uncertainty, and it witnesses to our shared hope in Christ’s peace. Please give generously to this important 
collection in support of our brothers and sisters living in the land where our Lord ministered. Thank you in advance for 
your kindness and generosity again this year – it is deeply appreciated. Specially marked envelopes are available in the 
foyer. Alternatively, you may give by direct credit to the parish bank account – St Marys Wanganui BNZ 020630 0288029 
01. Please include your name as the payee and use “Holy Places” as the reference. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY DUES– Special Collection, 5 April 2026 Many thanks to all parishioners who, in past years, have 
contributed to the Easter Dues / Offerings Special Collection. This collection supports the work of the Clergy Trust Fund, 
which assists our priests with the various costs associated with their ministry and personal wellbeing. The Fund is 
responsible for every aspect of caring for our priests, and they are deeply grateful for the generosity and ongoing 
support they receive from parish communities. Specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. 
Alternatively, donations may be made by direct credit to St Marys Wanganui BNZ 020630 0288029 01using your name as 
the payee and “Dues” as the reference. Your support and kindness are always very much appreciated. 
Monsignor Brian Walsh, Chairman, Clergy Trust Fund 
 

SVDP The Holy Family Conference of St Vincent de Paul will be selling raffle tickets for their Easter Raffle 
before and after Masses starting on Saturday/Sunday 14/15 March (for 3 weekends) $2 a ticket or $5 for 3 
tickets. Thank you for your  prayers of support while the Shop is awaiting repairs. 
 

EASTER SPRING CLEAN at St Mary’s Church on Saturday 28th March starting at 8am. If you are able to come along and 
help out please let us know. 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH – the SOUP roster for next week is Marianne Vine’s team. For further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637 
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES- are available to collect in St Mary’s Church foyer. 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  Eileen Seconi, Luise Mathijssen 
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES Fr Harry Costello, Maulu Fa’i, John Cvitanovich, John Harrison, Katherine Haddock, Gordon 
Wham, Jacinta Figueroa, Fr Des Levins 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Isaiah 50.4-7 Second: Phillippians 2.6-11 Gospel: Matthew 26.14-27-66 
NEXT SUNDAY EASTER SUNDAY 5 APRIL First: Acts 10.34a, 36-43 Second: Colossians 3.1-4 Gospel: John 20.1-18 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP Dates for term one:  29th March 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall  
 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's 
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might 
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.  
 


