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NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR
Monday 30 June
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 1 July
9.30am  C/s Holy Family

12.05pm Mass St Marys

Wednesday 2 July
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 3 July
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Friday 4 July
11.20am Rite | St Mary’s

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
Saturday 5 July

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 6 July

9.30am Mass St Mary’s
11.00 Mass Kaiwhaiki
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

Upcoming Events

Sunday 20 July
5.30pm Confirmation Mass

St Mary’s

Tuesday 22 July
5.30pm  First Communion

Session One

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office
Jo Boult 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest

Fr Craig Butler 021272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608

The Catholic Parish of Whanganui

Saints Peter & Paul, APostlcs
29 June 2025

PETER AND PAUL - UNITED DESPITE DIFFERENCE
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Today we celebrate the feast of St Peter and St Paul. Both these early Christians
were very different, but they worked together to spread the message of Jesus.
Originally a fisherman, Peter followed Jesus from the beginning. Paul started as
someone who opposed Christians but later became one of the Church’s great
teachers and evangelists. Even though they were different, their working together
helped build the Church. Peter was described by Jesus as the Rock on which he
would build his church. After Jesus’ ascension into heaven, Peter focused on leading
Jewish converts to Christianity. He taught them that Jesus was the Messiah (Saviour)
they had been waiting for. He preached to those who already believed in God and
helped them see how Jesus fulfilled God’s promises. Peter helped unite the Jewish
followers of Jesus. Paul’s story is very different. Born a Jew, he opposed this new
movement and was responsible for the death of members of this early church, but
then he experienced a supernatural conversion. In response, Paul focused on
preaching to the Gentiles (non Jews). He believed the message of Jesus was for
everyone - not just the Jewish people. Along with some companions, Paul travelled
to many cities and countries, bringing the Gospel to those who had never heard of
Jesus. Paul opened the doors of the Church to the wider world. Their missions
complemented each other. Peter strengthened the Church, keeping it grounded
and united. Paul expanded the Church, bringing in new believers from many
cultures and backgrounds. Together, they helped the Church grow in numbers and
in faith. Peter and Paul didn’t always agree. Early on, they had a disagreement
about whether Gentile converts needed to follow Jewish customs. But they worked
through their differences for the good of the Church. Their unity in Christ was
stronger than their differences. The legacy of Peter and Paul lives on in the Church.
Peter represents the foundation and leadership of the Church. Paul represents its
mission to reach all people. Together, they remind us that the Church is built on
faith and is called to share the Gospel with the world. In our own time, we are
blessed with a new pope, who is concerned to bring about unity amongst all
Christians and proclaim Christ to the world. Please pray for him. He doesn’t have an
easy job.

HIDDEN DISABILITIES Our diocese has chosen to
participate in a national initiative to assist people who
experience hidden disabilities. It’s called the Sunflower
Scheme and our diocese is hosting a training day this
coming Tuesday 1 July, for people who either experience
a hidden disability themselves or want to learn more about it to make our church
more inclusive, or support someone they care about. Diocesan Centre 33 Amesbury
St Palmerston North 10.30am - 3.00pm Lunch is provided. For more information,
please contact me in person or 021 272 4401.

Please register at https://forms.gle/VF62XToUEVes)tmt7
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Fr Craig
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MIRACLE OF THE BAKED BEANS AND SPAGETTI Last week, | encouraged everyone to support our parish drive for food
items - at least one item from every family. Not only do we have a responsibility to feed the poor, we need to become
more united in our effort. Seeing 12 baskets of food being brought forward during Mass each week will do something for
us a community and then taking it to the food bank will make a powerful statement to our brothers and sisters in Christ
who then pass it on to those in need. The food bank is in particular need of: Canned Tuna, Spreads, 2-Minute noodles,
Tins of spaghetti, Biscuits, Crackers, Soup, Soap, Washing powder, Toothpaste and Toothbrushes.

MINISTRY OF LECTOR In our Catholic Christian understanding, God speaks to his people through the sacred scriptures. In
a very real and concrete way, we encounter the risen Lord and hear him speaking to us, whenever the scriptures are
proclaimed out loud. We are blessed with some very good lectors who use all their God-given gifts to proclaim his living
Word well. We need others to join this dedicated ministry group. If you feel called to this ministry, please contact Maree
Adams our co-ordinator through the parish office. We are offering a Formation Event for new and existing lectors in July.
Details to follow. Lastly, for many years we have referred to this Ministry as Reader. The problem with this term is that is
suggests that the person is simply reading. From now forward we will refer to this as the Ministry of Lector.

COLLECTION OF ST PETERS PENCE | A Gesture to Support the Pope in His Mission

The Feast of Sts Peter and Paul, June 29, is the day when the annual Peter's Pence collection is taken. The collection is to
support the Holy Father in his ministry and his charitable activities in response to emergencies and needs around the
world. Peter’s Pence is a gesture of communion and participation in the Pope’s mission to proclaim the Gospel, promote
peace and spread Christian charity. You are encouraged to consider how you can contribute through your local community
or online at ObolodiSanPietro.va

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week. Parish renewal
isn’t just for one person - it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 October 2025.
Register today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com

JUBILEE OF YOUTH| 2 August 2025

The Jubilee Year of the Church is in full swing, celebrating a calendar of jubilees that occurs every 25 years. From July 28
to August 3, the focus will be on the Jubilee of Youth. On August 2nd, our regional youth ministers have organized a
Jubilee of Youth event in the diocese. It will take place at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Palmerston North, starting
mid-morning on Saturday and concluding with a rave on Saturday night. If you need to stay overnight, accommodations
are available. Registration links will be available next week. For now, mark your calendars and ensure you and your friends
join us to celebrate youth and faith!

HEARTS AFLAME CATHOLIC SUMMER SCHOOL

Hearts Aflame Catholic Summer School is back again this summer with ten days of world-class lectures,
uplifting prayer and authentic community!

Hearts Aflame is a life-changing experience for young adults aged 18 to 35 who want to know more
about their faith, have an authentic encounter with Christ and meet other Catholic young adults from
all over New Zealand. Join us this year at Nga Tawa Diocesan School, Marton, from January 2-11 2026!
Registrations open July 6th at 1pm: we sell out fast so be in quick! Visit heartsaflame.org.nz to register or find out more.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Maureen Beard’s Team. Further information contact
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday RAIN FOREST . e

night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall. YOUTH MINISTER
CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANUI

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION A 0212560608

Session 6. 16 June at St Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from

5pm until 9 pm.

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

RECENTLY DECEASED: Patrick Dillon Snr, Paul Gleeson, Brian Vaughan, Claudio Petronelli

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES: Pamela Haami, Sharon Knuth, Gail Stickman, Una Phillips, Bill Phillips, Cath Bidwell, Kirsty
Campbell, lan Fleming, Annemarie Connors, Trevor Connors, Bob Kavanagh, Kathleen Foley, Tom Nevison, Prue Haddock

TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 12.1-11 Second: 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 17-18 Gospel: Matthew 16.13-19
NEXT SUNDAY 6 July First: Isaiah 66.10-14 Second: Galatians 6.14-18 Gospel: Luke 10.1-12, 17-20
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