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ROBERTS’ RAMBLE 
 On Wednesday morning I gathered with the Year 13 and 12 students from Cullinane 
College for their retreat days.  We celebrated Mass together with joy and hope.  The 
three days the students spent together were designed to be a time for the Year 13's 
to reflect on their year of leadership and to read the letters they wrote to themselves 
this time last year.  Unfortunately, I had to be in Wellington (eye surgeon and 
marriage preparation) so was not able to hear the results of the letter 
reading.  However I was able to join them for the joint “hand over” sessions on 
Wednesday afternoon.  
On Thursday morning I said Mass with Room Nine students at S Anne’s School.  The 
first reading was taken from the Book of Ecclesiastes remarking that everything that 
happens comes around again.  We talked about this.  The children were very aware 
that on Monday morning they get up for school, they do the same every morning 
until Saturday morning when they get up for sport and on Sunday for Mass.  It is, as 
the modern phrase has it, “the same old, same old”. 
As we talked we realised that since the beginning of the year students have grown 
taller, needed new uniforms and shoes as they have grown, made new friends, got 
used to a new teacher and to my surprise  I realised they had learned all sorts of 
things and had grown closer to Christ their “best friend”. 
It put me in mind of myself, as I said to them: I have learned new things too, grown 
closer to Christ whose life I strive to imitate ever more faithfully.  I wondered in the 
hearing of the Year 12's whether I should write a letter to myself to be opened this 
time in 2025!  I wonder too, should you write one to yourself to be opened in Advent 
2025.  It’s a thought. I pray you will enjoy a blessed week,  
Father John. 
 
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027 
will be held in Korea. Those preparing for this important event tell us, “the 
pilgrimage of WYD Seoul 2027 will be more than just a large gathering. It will be a 
meaningful journey where young people, united with Jesus Christ, reflect on and 
discuss the modern challenges and injustices they face.” 
Please remember those preparing for this event in your prayers and give some 
thought to how we could support any young people in our parish who want to 
attend. 
 
PRAYER IN PREPARATION FOR THE SYNOD 
Here is a prayer one might use in preparation for the October Session of the Synod 
on Synodality. Please use it or your own words every day. 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. 

        Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our 
        actions.         
        Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and 
        not stray from the way of truth and what is right. 
        All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the 
        communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 30 September 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 1 October 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 2 October 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 3 October 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 4 October 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 5 October 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 6 October 
9.30am   Mass St Mary’s 
11.00am Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Advent and Christmas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


YOUTH GROUP  Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith, Friends 
and Pizza!!  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Thursday evenings 7-9pm 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui. Bring something 
to share (biscuits, baking etc). What to expect: A chance to get to know other young adults in the 
Parish, watch an episode of The Chosen and have a chat. An opportunity to grow deeper in faith and 
community.  
 

RAFFLE YOUTH FUNDRAISER the Parish Youth Group is fundraising to attend Life Teen Summer 
Camp 2025. They will be selling raffle tickets for $2 each after the Parish Masses this weekend. 
Thanks to everyone who has helped in this. It is greatly appreciated. You can find 
a promotional video that will give you and idea of the things that happen at the camp 
at: https//tinyurl.com/LTSCA2024 
 
LifeTeen Aotearoa Summer Camp 2025 See the Lifeteen Promo video here for a sense of what you’ll experience at this 
Catholic youth summer camp! https://tinyurl.com/LTSCA2024 
The LifeTeen Aotearoa Summer Camp, hosted by the Hamilton Diocese, will be held in January 2025. Spaces are limited, 
so if your parish is interested in sending a group, please register as soon as possible at https://lifeteen.nz/camp/summer-
camp-info/. 
For those 18 and over, applications to be Summer Missionaries are now open. Apply here:  https://lifeteen.nz/summer-
missions/. For more information, visit www.lifeteen.nz 
 

YEAR OF PRAYER 2024 | Towards Jubilee 2025 Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 2025 at 
https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-2025/ 
 
Daylight savings starts on Sunday 29th September. Don’t forget to put your clocks forward 
 
Divine Renovation Open House | Registrations now open 
Registrations are now open for the Divine Renovation Open House, being hosted by the Catholic Parish of New Plymouth 
on 22 & 23 November. An ‘Open House’ is about building up your parish and your surrounding community and reigniting 
your passion for mission. 
Bishop John would like to see every parish in the Diocese of Palmerston North represented at this event.  
Register at https://brushfire.com/divinerenovationministry-nz/dropennewplymouth/583736   
 
2025 enrolments open for Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is accepting 
enrolments for first semester 2025 from 23 September to 22 November 2024. Courses offered are Bachelor of Divinity, 
Graduate Diploma in Theology, Diploma and Certificate in Christian Studies, and a new micro credential on Managing 
Church Organisations. Contact admin@ctc.ac.nz to register or visit http://www.ctc.ac.nz for more information. 
 

OCTOBER ROSARY For the month of October the Rosary will be prayed before Masses/Communion Services each day 
from Monday to Saturday morning. All welcome to attend. 
 

Josephite Retreat  
Art and Wellbeing Feel a sense of wellbeing inspired through your own art with Cory Kondracki Thurs 10 Oct 10am-1pm, 
$10 
Tui Motu Group Where articles from the current Tui Motu magazine are explored and discussed. with Liz Hickey rsj  
Wed 16 Oct 4-5.15pm 
Community Liturgy – Thriving Sunday 20 September 4-5pm 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Pat Garforth’s Team. 
Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED: King Tuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII, Peter Gresham, Mary Gibson (Murphy), Rosalie 
Coakley, Bishop Denis Brown, Elikutly Mathew, Neil Hefferen, Belinda Howell, Sharon Grant, Peter Luxford 
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: David McEwen, Margaret Bonisch, Trevor McKernan, Colin Tasker, Stuart Tasker,  
Patricia Kavanagh, Patricia Connors, Megan Connors, Gordon Harrison, Marie Harrison, Teddy Moore 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 29 Sept First Reading Numbers 11.16a, 17c, 25-29 Second Reading James 5.1-6 Gospel Reading Mark 
9.38-43, 45, 47-48 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 6 Oct First Reading Gen 2.7ab, 8ab, 18-24  Second Reading Heb 2.9-11 Gospel Reading Mark 10.2-16 
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